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President’s Message
Well, here we are, as the saying
goes, in the long, hot days of summer.
It seems like it has been summer for
several months already to me, perhaps
even to you.
Whatever, I want to make a comment on the Memorial Day Service at
the Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery that I had the honor of participating in. The Memorial Services are
very emotional, very inspirational and
a strong reminder of what the American military is all about. I was pleased
to be able to present the wreath on behalf of our chapter around the flag
pole. Certainly, as you are marching to
that location around our American flag
many thoughts go through your mind.
The bottom line, be proud of your service to our freedom loving country!
I am happy to inform that on July 4th
our own great volunteer Gil Rodriguez
will be presenting our wreath again at
the Fort Sam National Cemetery for an
organization called the Granaderos y
Damas de Galvez. The mission of this
patriotic organization is to inform the
public about Spain’s substantial, although generally little known, contribution to the success of the American
Revolution. This organization supports
our troops through the years. It is important to note that Hispanic American
citizens have risen to the call of duty in
the defense of liberty and freedom over
these many years. They are brave and
wonderful Americans and we honor
their service to our country.
In last month’s Lariat we posted for

you the appropriate dates to display Ed LeFebvre are now producing letour flag and I would hope that many ters to our senators and respective
congressmen that are advocating for
of you do that over the year.
support on certain issues of great
Let me transition now to discuss
importance to us. We had the first
the strategic vision of the national
success of this at our last luncheon
MOAA organization, and to expand
meeting at which many of the attenon what I said in last month’s coldees signed letters to our respective
umn. There are 5 bullet points of the
senators and their respective constrategic vision of the national
gressmen stating that we needed conMOAA.
gressional support in the area of
1. The organization exists to pro- medical reimbursement. We hope to
tect and defend the rights of all who
make this an ongoing initiative.
serve and have served.
We continue to serve our retirees
2. To continue to serve the retirees.
to the best of our ability. They really
(70% of our membership are retirare the “lifeblood” of our chapter.
ees.)
We, however, do have a dual mis3. Better engage those currently
sion. We will never abandon our
serving.
tried and true members but also must
4. To listen to our members.
do our best to assure the future of our
5. To honor the chapters.
proud chapter.
I believe we, at the chapter level,
We also, through our cookie anare doing our part to further the stragels and other organizations, do our
tegic vision of the national organizabest to engage those who are curtion. Certainly, we work hard to
rently serving in many different
protect and defend the rights of all
ways.
who have served. I am so happy to
report that or legislative affairs comOne only needs to walk the corrimittee headed up by Frank Parks and dors of the post exchange or the corridors of the Brooke Army Medical
Center to know that there is a terrific
toll and that freedom isn’t free. We
Inside This Edition:
try to listen to our members and each
Page 2 Chapter News & Notices
month reach out to get input so that
Page 3 Legislative Report
we can have a better chapter and be
more responsive to the membership.
Page 3 Latest GI Bill
Page 4 Membership
Again, I place my number in front
Page 9 Military Handbooks
of you, (210) 771-1177, with a
Page 13 Retiree Appreciation Days
(Continued on Page 13)
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
Recently, a group of us were discussing charities. One of the group asked,
"How does a person know if the money
donated goes to the people in need and
not to telemarketers or highly paid executives of the charity?"
Another member pointed out there is
an organization which investigates charities by reviewing their public records
and IRS filings.
As many of our Alamo Chapter members donate to charities, they might benefit from knowing about this organization
and its website. The name of the organization is Charity Navigator and its
website is www.charitynavigator.org. It
rates charities using a star system with
four stars being the most favorable rating
and zero stars the least favorable rating.
It notes how efficiently the charity
spends its money, the salaries of executives and other financial data as well as a
description of the charity's purpose.
By checking on a particular charity, a
donor can be assured the donation is being beneficially used or perhaps determine that the money might better be
given to another charity with a similar
purpose. Either way, it helps take
the guesswork out of charitable giving.
Sincerely,
Gene Culp

Welcome
New Members!
LtCol Keith Hunsaker

Volunteers Needed!

Cookie Angels
The MOAA Alamo Chapter Cookie
Angels provide our wounded warriors at the Ft Sam Houston Warrior
and Family Support Center with
baked goods, fruits and much needed
personal articles.
(Even if you don’t bake cookies, you can
help by donating such things as shaving
cream, toothpaste, phone cards, books, playing cards, games and the like.)

Can you spare some time? MOAAAC needs you! Please help us make
Many thanks to the following
this the best chapter ever. Currently
folks
who selflessly donated their
we need the following:
time, items and effort during the
month of May:
Aina Blake
Legal Counsel
Irene Collier
Assistant Program Chair
Frank and Dolores DeVille
Nita Felder
Historian
Susan Filipini
Transportation Coordinator
Millie and Jack Garrison
Gardener(s) for Red Cross Bldg
Susan Garrison
Sue McCarthy
Active Duty Liaison Officers
Mac and Lori McDonald
Duty Officers
Bo Mills
Lolly Orlowski
Please call Dale Vande Hey or Walter
Frank and Helga Parks
Grinfield at the MOAA-AC office
Phyllis Smith
(210) 228-9955.
Susie Tolman
Dot Wise
Tom and Evelyn Woods

In Memoriam

Thank You!

Many thanks to the volunteers who, on
We received the news that the following members have passed away. We
behalf of the chapter, assisted in the post
Memorial Day flag removal duties at Ft wish to convey our sincere condolences and best wishes to their family and
loved ones:
Sam Houston National Cemetery:
Col Jim Youngson
Col Pat Curoe

Col Warren Hester
May 27, 2008

Sally Elizabeth Parker
Spouse of Col Paul Parker
June 8, 2008

Judith Gardner
Spouse of LTC Lloyd Gardner
May 22, 2008

CWO Floyd Bubb
June 28, 2008

LTC Bob Williams
Ed Peters
Bill Wylie
Your help was greatly appreciated!
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Late Breaking News

LEGISLATIVE
REPORT
This report will also be relatively short, since there
seems to be very little going on in Washington, D.C.
these days.
The main thing we need to report is that our Chapter
will be starting a new initiative this month which we
hope will continue in all future months.

The Administration announced on June 27th that it was
going to hold all Medicare/TRICARE claims for the first 10
business days of July to give the Senate time to pass a bill
stopping the reductions in benefits once they return from the
July 4th recess.
This should mean that if the Senate passes a bill and gets it
out of conference, the 10.6% reductions should not take
place. Pressure needs to kept on the Senate to get a bill
passed as soon as they return.

We have often talked about increasing the politicallegislative advocacy of the individual members of the
Chapter, but have been uncertain as to how to go about
it. We decided to prepare letters addressed to our two
Senators, and to the four Representatives who cover the
city of San Antonio, Bexar County, and surrounding
area.

President Bush signed the New GI Bill into law on June
30, 2008. Following are his comments:
“A few moments ago I signed legislation that funds our
troops who are in harm's way. Our nation has no greater responsibility than supporting our men and women in uniform - especially since we're at war. This is a responsibility all of
us in Washington share -- not as Republicans or Democrats,
but as Americans. And I want to thank leaders of the House
From past experience we knew that people often do
not know who their Congressional Representative is, un- and Senate for getting this bill to my office.
til they hear his/her name. We have listed the names and
America remains a nation at war. There are enemies who
addresses of the four Representatives in previous copies
th
intend
to harm us. Standing in their way are brave men and
of The LARIAT, but will list them again: 20 District –
st
Charles A. Gonzalez; 21 District Lamar S. Smith; women, who put on the uniform, who raise their right hand,
and took an oath to defend our freedom. They volunteered to
23rd District – Ciro D. Rodriguez; and 28th District –
deploy in distant lands, far from their families, far from their
Henry Cuellar.
homes, and far from comfort of America. And every day,
The idea is to select an issue that is important to us as they risk their lives to defeat our adversaries and to keep our
MOAA members, draft a letter on the issue outlining our country safe.
position, have as many members of our chapter as possiWe owe these brave Americans our gratitude. We owe
ble sign the letter, and mail the letters to our Senators and
Representatives. This is a very simple idea, but difficult them our unflinching support. And the best way to demonstrate that support is to give them the resources they need to
to accomplish considering the logistics of drafting, typdo their jobs and to prevail. The bill I sign today does exactly
ing, duplicating, and getting signatures.
that. It provides necessary funds to support our troops as they
conduct military operations in Iraq, in Afghanistan, and in
This month, on June 19, we had letters available for
other theaters in the war on terror.
members to sign at the luncheon at Randolph Air Force
Base Officers Club. The response from the members
I appreciate that Republicans and Democrats in Congress
present was amazing. I believe almost everyone lined up
agreed
to provide these vital funds without tying the hands of
to sign the letters. Those who couldn’t wait asked for
our
commanders,
and without an artificial timetable of withletters they could take with them, but others had to leave
drawal
from
Iraq.
Our troops have driven the terrorists and
without signing.
extremists from many strongholds in Iraq; today violence is
The result was 21 letters for each of the two Senators, at the lowest level since March of 2004.
18 for Lama Smith, 9 for Ciro Rodriguez, and 1 each for
As a result of this progress, some of our troops are coming
Cuellar and Gonzalez. A total of 71 letters were mailed.
home as result of our policy called "return on success." We
It is our hope to continue this advocacy every month. welcome them home. And with this legislation we send a
clear message to all that are serving on the front line that our
Wish us luck!!
nation continues to support them.

Maj Frank Parks, (Ret)
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(Continued on Page 7)
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VP Membership
With summer here, I hope you are
all doing well. The heat that has persisted for over a month has me reflecting upon our men and women in uniform in Iraq and Afghanistan.

JROTC

MOAA is ever present to insure this
does occur. At the Alamo Chapter,
many members work hard volunteering to assure the past, present and future members of the Armed forces are
receive the respect and assistance they
deserve.

I am frequently reminded of all the
gear they have to carry and wear while
enduring the extreme temperatures
As we continue through the sumthey are exposed too in securing our
mer, remember the importance of the
safety, both home and abroad.
tasks and responsibilities of your
MOAA Chapter and MOAA National.
It’s because of these men and
women, retired and now serving, that
Ask yourself if there is anything you
MOAA fights so hard--insisting they
can do. Call your chapter and ask
receive all the benefits they’ve honora- what you can do to help.
bly earned.
As always, thank you in advance for
We must never forget their commit- all your recruiting efforts, and have a
ment and their sacrifices offered up in great summer.
defending our freedoms and our country. When we say we will take care of
our armed forces during and after service, we must keep that promise.

Maj Josh Welch

Alamo Chapter 2008 Membership
As of: July 1

Goal

1200
Active:
96
Retired:
419
Auxiliary:
134
Life Retired: 97
Life Auxiliary: 100
Age 90+:
64
Total
910

1150
1100
1050
1000
950

2007

2008

900
850
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun

Jul

Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Months

Another successful and rewarding
ROTC awards season has come to an
end.
It was hectic, and I had a difficult
time keeping up. Guess I’m getting a
little old. It didn’t help that I broke
my left leg and was unable to participate in as many award presentations as
I usually do.
But I feel good that our chapter once
again had the opportunity to support
the many ROTC programs that mold
the future leaders of our country.
These young people and their instructors really go the extra mile.
The school year is over for most
students, but not for JROTC cadets.
Many of them will participate in
ROTC related activities during summer vacation. JROTC cadets and their
instructors are very dedicated people.
This is why it is so important for organizations like our chapter to support
them by rewarding them for their efforts and by presenting them with our
award.
Speaking of hard work; I want to
thank all you volunteers that helped
present awards. Our chapter provided
56 JROTC/ROTC awards to deserving
cadets that met the leadership and academic requirements set by MOAA. 48
of these 56 awards were presented by
chapter members. There were times
when multiple awards (as many as 6)
were scheduled in one day. Our chapter could not have done it without you.
My intention was to publish all 28
of your names in this article. However, I just discovered that my limited
computer skills are not enough to
transfer your names directly from my
address book. I will ensure that you
are recognized for your efforts in the
August Lariat.

LCDR Gil Rodriguez
The Lariat July 2008
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Exec VP’s Corner
This is a busy summer as many
summers are. The Congress is seemingly paralyzed with regard to doing
anything about the reduction in Medicare/TRICARE reimbursements due to
go into effect on July 1. There are so
many competing bills in the Senate
that one needs a score card to keep up
with them.

the long term Medicare/TRICARE
issues. This bill has two Democrats
and two Republicans as co-sponsors.

The Ranking Member of the Senate
Finance Committee, Senator Chuck
Grassley (R-Iowa) has introduced a
competing bill, S.3118 - Preserving
Access to Medicare Act of 2008. This
bill also is designed to make permaMOAA is asking that we support S. nent fixes to Medicare/TRICARE is2785 - Save Medicare Act of 2008 put sues. The bill has 14 Republican coforth by Senator Debbie Stabenow (D- sponsors and is due to come to the
MI). This is a stopgap measure that
Senate floor next week. (June 30)
would prevent the 10.6% reduction on Neither of the Texas Senators are coJuly 1 and would actually add 1%
sponsoring this bill.
more to the reimbursements over the
next two years. This bill was referred
The bottom line to all of this is that
to the Finance Committee in March
the reductions in Medicare/TRICARE
2008 and has had no further action.
will take place on July 1 unless some
Sen. Stabenow is on the Finance Com- miracle happens. It appears that the
mittee. This bill has 8 Democrats, 2
final bill fixing the problem will
Independents and 9 Republicans as co- probably come out of the Senate Fisponsors. Our Senator Kay Bailey
nance Committee and it is a question
Hutchison is one of them. Senator
as to how the Chairman and Ranking
Cornyn is not.
Member get their collective heads together and work out a veto proof bill.
Our Senator John Cornyn has introduced S.2729 – Ensuring the Future
It appears unlikely that Senator StaPhysician Workforce Act of 2008 that benow’s or Senator Cornyn’s bill have
is a much more comprehensive bill
any chance of coming to pass. It is
designed to be a more permanent fix to IMPERATIVE; however, that MOAA
the Medicare/TRICARE issues. This members keep the pressure on these
bill was introduced in March 2008 and Senators to get something done and in
was referred to the Finance Commita bi-partisan way that will assure that
tee. It has had no further movement.
either the bill will be signed by the
The bill has two Republican coPresident or can have a veto proof
sponsors, one of which is Senator Kay margin within the House and Senate.
Bailey Hutchison.
We need to keep contacting these
The Chair of the Finance CommitSenators offices and demanding that
tee, Senator Max Baucus (D-MT) has they get together and make something
introduced S3101 – The Medicare Im- work! Senators Baucus and Grassley
provements for Patients and Providers should be approached as concerned
Act that has actually come out of com- MOAA and TRICARE members,
mittee and was on the floor of the Sen- while our Senators should be apate up for debate. However, on July
proached as Texans who are concerned
12, it was blocked for cloture by the
that nothing is being done to reach a
Republicans in the Senate. No action bi-partisan solution in the Senate Fihas been taken on it since then. This
nance Committee and you want their
bill is designed to try and take care of help and influence in getting some5

thing done. If they can’t come to an
agreement in the short run, then at
least consider Senator Stabenow’s bill
for the short term.
Following are the addresses and
phone numbers of the Senators concerned:
Senator Max Baucus, Chairman Senate
Finance Committee baucus.senate.gov
Senator Chuck Grassley, Ranking
Member Senate Finance Committee
grassley.senate.gov
Committee On Finance
219 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-6200
(202) 224-4515
Senator John Cornyn – (R-TX)
517 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-2934 cornyn.senate.gov
Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison– R-TX)
284 Russell Senate Office BuildingWashington, DC 20510
(202) 224-5922 hutchison.senate.gov
I wanted to also mention that during
our recent luncheon at Randolph AFB,
I took great pleasure, acting in my capacity as the President of the Texas
Council of Chapters – MOAA, in presenting the 2007 Communications
Award for Best Newsletter for a Chapter of our size to Colonel Gene Culp.
(See picture on Page 13).
Gene, while the Lariat editor, did a
great job in continuing and improving
on the Lariat. This was duly recognized by MOAA National. My congratulations to the Alamo Chapter,
President Ed Marvin and past Editor
Gene Culp. Keep up the good work!

Maj Jim Cunningham
The Lariat July 2008
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Latest GI Bill

Solitaires

(Continued from Page 3)

We also owe a debt of gratitude to
our nation's military families. They
endure sleepless nights, and the daily
struggle of caring for children while a
loved one is serving far from home.
We have a responsibility to provide
for them. So I'm pleased that the bill I
sign today includes an expansion of the
GI Bill. This legislation will make it
easier for our troops to transfer unused
education benefits to their spouses and
children. It will help us to recruit and
reward the best military on the face of
the Earth. It will help us to meet our
responsibilities to those who support
our troops every day -- America's great
military families.

As we anticipate the three day
week end over the Fourth of July with
picnics, BBQs, or trips to the coast,
we also need to reflect on the origins
of our Nation’s birthday. What happened to the fifty-six men who signed
the Declaration of Independence to
meld thirteen loosely federated colonies into a nation?

Two hundred and thirty two years
ago, fifty six men were willing to lose
life, fortune and honor for a dream.
On 7 June 1776 a Virginian, Richard
The bill is a result of close collabora- Henry Lee, placed a resolution before
tion between my administration and
the Second Continental Congress statmembers of both parties on Capitol
ing “that these United Colonies are
Hill. I appreciate the hard work of my and of right ought to be free and indeCabinet -- especially the leaders of De- pendent states, that they are absolved
fense and State, and Veterans Affairs, of all allegiance to the British Crown
the Office of National Drug Control
and that all political connection bePolicy, as well as OMB.
tween them and the State of Great
Britain is and ought to be, totally disI want to thank House and Senate
solved.”
leadership and leaders of the House
and Senate Appropriations CommitThis was no longer opposition to
tees. I am particularly grateful to Con- Parliament--it was revolution against
gressmen Boehner, Hoyer, Obey, and
the Crown! Not all members of the
Lewis. And I want to thank members
Congress agreed with this declarawho worked hard for the GI Bill extion. Many were very loyal to the
pansion -- especially Senators Webb
Crown. Many moderates hoped they
and Warner, Graham, Burr, and
could come up with a compromise.
McCain.
At best they were reluctant rebels. It
took four days of passion and brilliant
This bill shows the American people oratory of the Adamses, Thomas Jefthat even in an election year, Republi- ferson, and John Hancock to secure a
cans and Democrats can come together bare majority of one, to get the resoto stand behind our troops and their
lution postponed till 1 July. The
families.”
document was polished, revised, and
adjusted to meet the opposition of
members of Congress. Most of the
work was done by Thomas Jefferson
who was by far the best writer in the
group.

were relatively young men. Ben
Franklin was the oldest. Eighteen
were still under forty and three were
in their twenties. If they failed, they
had a lot to loose. As Ben Franklin
put it, “Indeed we must all hang together. Otherwise we shall most assuredly hang separately.” The declaration was not quite what Thomas
Jefferson wanted, but the compromise
was acceptable to the majority. So
they signed after some brilliant oratorical persuasion by Thomas Jefferson. On the evening of 4 July there
was a unanimous vote for one of the
world’s greatest documents. Four
delegates resigned rather than approve such a move.
So what happened to these fifty six
courageous men and their families?
Nine died of wounds or hardship during the war. Five were captured and
imprisoned, in each case with brutal
treatment. Several lost wives and
family. All were, at one time or another, victims of manhunts—driven
from their homes into hiding and starvation.
Twelve signers had their homes
burned. Seventeen lost everything
they owned. Not one defected or
went back on his pledged word. Their
honor and the nation they did so
much to create is still intact. But
freedom on that first Fourth of July
came high. (T. J. Fehrenbach)

Today the fledgling nation these
men created, has struggled through
politics, wars, and been nourished by
the blood of fallen heroes, and has
survived to become the most powerful nation in the world. It didn’t
come cheap. So today, on this Fourth
of July, we proudly wave our flags
and honor the memory of those leadWith the exception of Samuel Ad- ers who sacrificed so much to make
ams, all were men of great wealth and this great nation what it is today.
had a lot to lose by signing. Most
(Continued on Page 15)
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Donation to WFSC

Health, Benefits & Welfare
Veterans' Mental Health and Other Care Improvement
Act of 2008 - S. 2162
By unanimous consent, the Senate passed the Veterans'
Mental Health and Other Care Improvement Act of 2008.
The bill improves treatment and expands research to address the rising cases of PTSD, substance abuse and suicides among soldiers returning from Iraq and Afghanistan.
It would also extend support to family caregivers and lowincome veterans in rural areas.
Source: www.senate.gov; www.dav.org

****
VA Mortgage Assistance
The VA has counselors at 9 regional loan centers who may
be able to assist people with VA-guaranteed loans avoid
foreclosure. Depending on a veterans circumstances, VA
can intercede with the borrower on the veteran's behalf to
pursue options, such as repayment plans and loan modifications. Please see www.homeloans.va.org for further information.
****
Expansion of Veterans Health Facilities
The VA has plans to create 44 new community-based outpatient clinics. This may provide closer-to-home assistance
for veterans in 21 states. The planned sites for new VA
outpatient clinics in Texas are: Katy, Lake Jackson, Richmond, Tomball, El Paso County. For further information,
see www.va.gov/opa/pressrelease.
****
Medicare
and
TRICARE
Partial proceeds from the 1st Annual MOAA-AC Golf
Tournament were presented to Judith Markelz of the War- You may have read the June e-mail from MOAA National
regarding Congress and the Administration's failure to preriors and Family Support Center at the recent chapter
vent medicare payment cuts. In fact, Medicare payments
luncheon by tournament Chairperson, Gene Culp.
to doctors will be cut 10.6% starting July 1, 2008, accord(Photo: Jim Cunningham)
ing to the message. Of additional importance are the patients requiring speech, physical therapy or occupational
therapy that will have further Medicare payments for those
therapy's stopped. MOAA National was careful to note that
If you would prefer to read your Lariat on-line
"TRICARE does not have a therapy payment cap like
rather than receive a printed copy, sent us an email
Medicare does, so TRICARE therapy patients "should be
with the subject line as OLLO and we’ll gladly reokay". For TRICARE For Life patients, TRICARE will
move you from the printed version mailing list.
pick up payments when Medicare stops, BUT only after the
$150 annual TRICARE deductible has been satisfied, along
We will notify you by email when the new issue is with applicable copays."
available for viewing.

Receiving The Lariat Online?

•
•
•
•

Go to www.moaa.org for more information. The main web
site for TRICARE is www.tricare.mil. On the main page,
note the right corner of page "Announcements" where you
can receive and subscribe to updates.

Save Paper,
Save postage,
Read it sooner
AND with color!!

****
The Lariat July 2008

8

2008 Military Handbooks Now Available
ARLINGTON, VA - June 16, 2008 Military Handbooks has announced
the release of its latest 2008 FREE
handbooks for military personnel. The
response to these handbooks has been
great.

and addresses you need in one easy
to access guide.

the latest information about getting a
college degree, including: types of
higher education, resources for finding
2008 U.S. MILITARY RETIRED
the right college, entrance exams, fiHANDBOOK
nancial aid resources, paying for
college, applying for federal student
The United States Military Retired
aid, Pell Grants, Direct and Federal
These handbooks, written specifically Handbook is designed to assist all U.S. Family Education Loans, and PLUS
for military service members, include Military personnel who have retired or loans.
a variety of information about pay,
who are planning to retire. This
benefits, education and transitioning
unique guide covers everything from
2008 U.S. MILITARY HANDBOOK
from the military. To receive your own the nuts and bolts of computing your
copies of these handbooks, simply go Retirement Pay to the detailed explaThe United States Military Handbook
to their Web site nations of retired military health care, is designed to help all active duty
www.militaryhandbooks.com. Don't
TRICARE, Social Security, VA, SBP, military personnel by giving them the
taxes, insurance, travel, and survivor
most accurate and complete informaforget to tell all of your military colbenefits.
tion available anywhere on pay, allowleagues about these free handbooks
ances, taxes, health care and TRItoo!
2008 GETTING UNCLE SAM TO
CARE benefits, Veterans and Social
PAY FOR YOUR COLLEGE DESecurity Benefits, travel, transporta2008 Military Handbooks - Now
GREE
tion, SBP, retirement, Space-A and
Available:
more.
1) 2008 BASE INSTALLATION DIThis guide, written for active duty
RECTORY (NEW!)
military personnel, covers everything
you need to know military education
To reserve your own FREE copies of
2) 2008 U.S. MILITARY RETIRED
benefits: the G.I. Bill, Tuition
the 2008 Military Handbooks, please
HANDBOOK
Assistance, scholarships, veteran bene- visit:
http://www.militaryhandbooks.com.
3) 2008 GETTING UNCLE SAM TO fits, student aid, military-friendly
schools, and tips on staying ahead of
PAY FOR YOUR COLLEGE DEthe curve.
GREE
"We are very happy to offer these free
handbooks to the military commu4) 2008 BENEFITS FOR VETERANS 2008 BENEFITS FOR VETERANS
nity," said Johanna Altland, editor of
AND DEPENDENTS HANDBOOK
AND DEPENDENTS HANDBOOK
Military Handbooks. "The military
does so much for our country, and ofThis complete benefits handbook cov- fering these handbooks at no cost is
5) 2008 MILITARY CHILDREN'S
ers: health care benefits, disability
SCHOLARSHIP HANDBOOK
just one small way to give back."
compensation, pension, vocational
rehabilitation and employment, educa6) 2008 U.S. MILITARY HANDtion
BOOK
and training, home loan guarantees,
life insurance, burial benefits,
Details:
survivor benefits, overseas benefits,
2008 BASE INSTALLATION DIworkplace benefits, miscellaneous
RECTORY (NEW!)
programs, and more.
The Base Installation Directory, our
2008 MILITARY CHILDREN'S
newest handbook, provides contact
information for every military installa- SCHOLARSHIP HANDBOOK
tion in the United States. From
information about military housing to A college degree has become the essential tool to unlock doors for future
the commissary to the base dental
Have a great, safe July 4th!!
clinic, you'll find the contact numbers success. This handbook contains all
9
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Chapter Events Calendar
JULY

AUGUST

1 Volunteer Hours Due

1 Volunteer Hours Due

1 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Sam Houston Club

1 Nominating Committee Meeting TBD

4 Independence Day Ceremony Ft Sam Houston National Cemetery

5 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Sam Houston Club
7 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office

10 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office

12 Health Care Advisory Council Mtg 11:30am Ft Sam

15 Lariat Article deadline

14 Victory in Japan Day

23 Board Meeting 11am Randolph O Club

15 Lariat Article deadline

23 Lariat to Printer

15-16 Texas Council of Chapters Mtg Lubbock

24 Membership Luncheon 11am Sam Houston Club
Speaker: Col Allard

21 Lariat to Printer

27 Solitaire Brunch 11am Randolph O Club

22 Membership Luncheon 11am Speaker Rear Admiral Don Bullard Army Residence Community

29 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers Welcome)

24 Solitaire Brunch 11am Randolph O Club
26 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers Welcome)

Ongoing:
1) Cookie Angels delivering items to Warrior & Family Support
Center
2) Volunteers meet every Monday at MOAA offices at 9am for the
“Gathering of the Gardeners”

SEPTEMBER

28 Draft Budget Due
Note: Events bolded are for the general membership and italicized are for staff, though members are always welcome.
Please call the office for details (210) 228-9955

OCTOBER

1 Volunteer Hours Due

1 Volunteer Hours Due

1 Labor Day

2 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office

2 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Sam Houston Club

7 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Sam Houston Club

4 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office

11 Board Meeting 11am Randolph O Club

4 V.A. Hospital Volunteers Mtg 1pm Audie Murphy
Hospital

15 Lariat Article deadline

11 Patriot Day

23 Annual Business Meeting Luncheon Sam Houston
Club, Speaker Rosie & Alan Babin

15 Lariat Article deadline

23 Lariat to Printer

19 POW/MIA Recognition Day

25 Lackland Retiree Days

24 Membership PicNic Oktoberfest 6pm Eberle
Park Randolph AFB

26 Solitaire Brunch 11am Randolph O Club
28 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers Welcome)

25 Lariat to Printer
26 Lackland Retiree Days
28 Solitaire Brunch 11am Randolph O Club
29 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers Welcome)
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Benefits of Membership
• Our monthly newsletter, the
Lariat which includes a calendar of
events, is sent to each member, and
includes both MOAA and Alamo
Chapter news. Stay informed!
• Monthly luncheons, which
rotate between the Randolph, Fort
Sam Houston, and Lackland
service clubs, feature informative
speakers and are also open to
guests.
• Benefit information of all
kinds is provided through the
Alamo Chapter. We have an
experienced Vice President of
Personal Affairs who can give
quick answers to your and family
members’ questions, or who can
research the more complex issues.
• The opportunity to enjoy the
camaraderie of meeting fellow
chapter members and their guests.
We also plan for various social
events, open to families and guests.
In addition, our chapter features a
singles group called the Solitaires,
some of who are surviving spouses.
The Solitaires have a busy social
calendar.
• Automatic enrollment in
MOAA national for one year,
which includes the MOAA
magazine, the Military Officer.
• Make your voice heard on
proposed state and national military
legislation which may affect you
and your family. Both the Alamo
Chapter and MOAA national
welcome your views!
• Enjoy many benefits,
discounts, and services, to include
career planning. The Alamo
Chapter also provides college
scholarships to those who qualify.
MOAA Travel helps you plan that
great getaway, and is available for
members.
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Referred by: _____________________________________________________
The Give Me 10! Campaign offers some new options for membership. Two options (the second with a sub
option) for joining are available:
1. You can join the local MOAA chapter (the Alamo Chapter) for one year membership for the price of
$25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse) and receive one year free membership in MOAA National (if not
already a member). Please fill out the local chapter membership application form. Please make out a check for
$25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary member) payable to MOAA-AC and mail the form and check to our local chapter
office.
2. You can join MOAA National receiving two years membership for the normal price of one year - $25.00
($24.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse). Please fill out the local chapter membership application form. Please make
out a check for $25.00 ($24.00) (or Life Member dues) payable to MOAA and mail the form and check to our
local chapter office. We will then initiate an additional separate national form for you and forward it and your
MOAA National check to the national headquarters.
2.a. Then if you choose, you can additionally join the local MOAA chapter (the Alamo Chapter) for one
year membership for the price of $25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse). Please make out a separate check
for $25.00 ($15.00) payable to MOAA-AC and include it with the form and check described in paragraph 2
above.

Membership Application

(Annual Membership – renews January 1st)

Are you a member of MOAA National? __________

Military Officers Association of America
Alamo Chapter
Circle Status: Commissioned & Warrant Officers of all services - Active, Reserves,
former, or Retired, National Guard, NOAA, PHS, Surviving Spouse.
Name_________________________________________________________________
(Print) Last
First
MI
Spouse
______________________________________________________________________
Residence Address
City
State
Zip
________________________________________________________________
Rank/Grade
Service
Date of Birth
Home phone_______________________Business phone________________________
Civilian/Military Occupation______________________________________________
Firm/Unit____________________________ E-mail*___________________________
* May we have your permission to publish this information in the Chapter Membership
Directory? ________
(*This directory and your e-mail address are exclusively for the use of the chapter and
will not be sold or used for any other purpose than chapter communications and/or board
approved activity.)
Would you like to access our monthly newsletter (The Lariat) at our website versus
having it mailed to you? _______
Would you be interested in being active in chapter volunteer activity? _______
In what area(s) would you like to assist (e.g., member recruiting, personal affairs,
JROTC awards, public relations, programs & events, phone calling, other or wherever
the need is greatest)?___________________________________________________.
________________________________________
Signature

____________________
Date

CHARITABLE OUTREACH PROGRAM
Please accept my tax-deductible donation of: $____________ to (check one)
* Outreach Fund _______ As designated by the Alamo Chapter ________
* a fund for a yearly college scholarship and other charitable programs and services.

Send To:
MOAA-AC, P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, Tx 78208-0037
For questions please call (210) 228-9955 or e-mail: moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net
Also visit our chapter’s website at www.alamomoaa.org

Please feel free to copy and provide this form
to prospective members.
3-17-08
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Retiree Appreciation Days are for Spouses Too!
Whether you’ve been the spouse
of a Retired Soldier for 30 years or
30 days, whether your spouse is
living or deceased, you need to
make it a point to attend a Retiree
Appreciation Day (RAD).
RADs are events designed for
Retired Soldiers and spouses by
your Retirement Services Officer
(RSO), often with the help of your
installation retiree council.
Are there any changes in store
for your installation? You’ll hear
about them at the RAD, usually
from the installation or hospital
commander. Will any law changes
affect you? Those will be briefed at
your RAD, often by a speaker from
HQDA. In addition, you’ll often
find a wealth of information at the
RAD’s “Country Fair.” A wide
variety of programs and organizations, often including the Retired
Pay Center, the commissary and the
legal office, will be there to share
information.
At the RAD “Health Fair,” you’ll
have the opportunity for blood
pressure and vision screenings.
At some installations, RADs are
two or three day events featuring

golf tournaments and dinners. Other
RADs run only one day.
The RAD at Ft. Sam Houston will be
held on Saturday, December 6th this
year. The speaker at the meeting will
be MOAA’s own CAPT W.G. "Bud"
Schneeweis, USCG-Ret.
CAPT Bud Schneeweis has more
than a decade's experience in the
human resources community and extensive experience with military personnel issues. He researches and
writes articles regarding military benefits, health care and survivors issues
for MOAA and travels widely to discuss these matters with service members, retirees and their families.
During his nearly 28 years in the
U.S. Coast Guard, CAPT Schneeweis
served in a wide variety of seagoing
and other operational assignments including command of several cutters
and shore units.
CAPT Schneeweis joined the staff
of the Military Officers Association
of America in September 2001 as deputy director of the Benefits Information and Financial Education Department. He has served as director of that
department since 2003.

Past Editor,
LtCol Gene
Culp, being presented with
MOAA National’s coveted
2007 Communications Award
for the Lariat
Newsletter.
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President’s Message
(Continued from Page 1)

sincere request that if anybody has any
ideas from any other chapters they
have been a part of, ideas that we can
work on in our strategic planning
please, please call me and we will see
if we can get it into our program.
This is the year of the chapter and in
my view it is the year of the member
because each of you, as I stated in
May, make the chapter. The volunteer
leadership does its best to carry out the
desires of the membership. You are
the best.
I would hasten to add that we continue to need new members, please
recruit people. Active duty members
get a free membership, for example.
Please try to support our programs,
this is our 50th year and our Christmas
program is going to be geared towards
a 50th year celebration. Col Mac and
his program people do a wonderful
job. We have great speakers coming
up in the future. Please try and support that part of the chapter as your
situation will allow.
This is a national election year and
also an election year for our chapter.
We do have a nominating committee
being formed. To all readers, each and
every one, if you have an interest in
serving in a volunteer leadership capacity we would certainly like to hear
of your interest so that we can appropriately place it in the nomination
process.
Again, I thank you for your belief in
me as your President, I will continue
during my tenure as President to do the
best job that I can. God bless each of
you and God bless America.

LtCol Edward Marvin
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Services — Randolph AFB
Arts and Crafts
Find the Craftsman in You!!! Everyone has a hidden talent!
There is a class for everyone. Beading, quilting, framing,
stained glass, sewing, knitting, watercolors, floral arranging,.
Call 652-2788.
Bowling Center
Family Day Bowling Special: The Bowling Center will be
open on July 7 from 1 - 9 p.m. Come on over and bowl for
$1.75 per game, per person with $1.50 shoe rental. The special in the Spare Time Grille will be Nachos with cheese
sauce for only $1.50.
Super Special Monday Nights in July: Bowl for only $1.50
per game, per person with $1.50 shoe rental from 6 – 10 p.m.
on July 11, 21 & 28. The Spare Time Grille special is the
Hamburger Combo #1 for only $4.25 (add cheese for $.50).

lengthens and stretches the muscles at the same time it
builds strength, stamina and lean muscle mass. It can
reshape your body and mind! Classes are every Monday
from 11 a.m. – noon and Wednesday from 4 – 5 p.m.
Randolph Recreation Park at Canyon Lake
Sunset Dinner Cruises
Now you can view the beautiful sunset at Canyon Lake
while also enjoying a great dinner on July 26 and August 30. The boat will depart at 7 p.m. and not return
until everyone has cleaned their plate, approximately
9:30 p.m.! You may choose from a beef, chicken or
veggie plate for only $35 per person. Come aboard; enjoy a great dinner and the traditional cruise around the
lake. Call 1-800-280-3466 to make reservations because
these cruises fill up quickly.
July Friday Night Campfire
Who doesn’t like the sight and smell of a roaring campfire? Come out to Randolph’s Recreation Park at Canyon
Lake for an old fashion campfire July 11 from 8 – 10
p.m. There will be entertainment and something good to
eat such as smores or hotdogs roasted on the fire! This
will be just a few of the fun activities done around the
campfire. Sit and relax watch the burning embers.
July Saturday Night Sunset Cruise
You can come aboard for a quiet, tranquil evening as you
enjoy the beautiful sunset over Canyon Lake. The cost is
$3 per individual or $5 per couple. Bring cheese, wine or
your favorite beverage and snack and enjoy a fun relaxing evening. The July cruise is scheduled for July 19
and the boat departs the Marina at 7 p.m. For more information or to sign up please call 1-800-280-3466.
Canyon Lake Shelters and Cabins
Shelters: Enjoy some relaxing time in one of the comfortable one-bedroom shelters at Randolph’s Recreation
Park at Canyon Lake. The shelters rent for $35 per night.
Each shelter is equipped with a kitchenette, which has a
microwave, refrigerator and sink, a full size bed, bunk
beds (sleeps fours but customers need to bring their own
linen), air conditioning, heating and a bathroom with a
hot shower…all the comforts of home.
Cabins: Another option for getting away from your chaotic everyday life is to stay in one of the superb cabins
available at Randolph’s Recreation Park at Canyon Lake.
The cabins rent for $60 per night Mon – Thurs and $70
per night Fri – Sun. Cabins include a: full kitchen
w/basic cooking utensils, furnished living room (Satellite
TV, VCR/DVD), two bedrooms with 1-double bed and
2-twin beds & a full bathroom. There is an optional rollaway bed.

Fitness Center
Water Group Exercise Classes
The Rambler Fitness Center will conduct water group exercise classes through August 27 at the Center Pool every
Monday and Wednesday from 10 – 11 a.m. The fee is $3 per
class or patrons can use their passes. The fee will be collected at the Rambler Fitness Center front register.
Water group exercise is a great workout with less stress on
the joints and the back. The class is good for people with
joint and back problems, pregnant women and people who
get overheated easily. Water aerobics workouts do not require you to know how to swim, since it is done in waistdeep water. Class includes toning exercises for the entire
body and the use of water resistant equipment. The class can
be modified for all levels of fitness.
Randolph Challenge
When we say challenge we mean challenge! We will be waiting for you at Eberle Park on July 19 at 7 a.m. so join us for
the Randolph Challengers 12/16 mile runs. These runs may
be used as the first long runs for beginner or immediate level
runners training for a marathon. All participants will receive
a t-shirt. This event is free and open to all DoD I.D. cardholders.
Randolph Challengers 15-Mile Bike Ride
It’s summer in Texas, so get outside, have fun sweating and
riding in the Randolph Challengers 15-mile bike ride on July
26 at 7 a.m. at Eberle Park. All bikers are welcome and this
is a great way to spend quality time with the family while
exercising and enjoying the great outdoors. For safety reasons, helmets are required and all riders should bring water
bottles. All DoD ID cardholders are challenged to participate.
Power Yoga
Power Yoga offers a challenging workout for building
strength, flexibility, endurance and body awareness. It
(Continued on Page 15)
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Solitaires

July Luncheon Speaker

(Continued from Page 7)

The 3 June meeting was changed to
10 June because of scheduling conflicts. The guest speaker was postponed till a later date.
On 24 June the planned speaker is
our own LTC Harry Pierson. Col.
Pierson is an avid Constitutional
scholar and will share his expertise
with us.
On 1 July we honor our flag with
guest speaker Henry Van De Putte,
husband of State Senator Leticia Van
De Putte, and owner of the Dixie Flag
Manufacturing Company. We Texans
revere our flags—both national and
state. We are fortunate to have as a
speaker the man who makes these
flags.

Alamo Chapter

Ken Allard is a former Army colonel
who is forever being mistaken for
someone of much greater distinction.
The principal fault lies with the channel clicker, that cornerstone of the
electronic era, which allows viewers to
shift rapidly between the various cable
news channels on which the Colonel
and his Warhead colleagues interchangeably appear. For the record,
however, MSNBC ruefully admits that
“Colonel Ken” has been a principal
military analyst for nine of its ten
years on the air.

Such were the improbable results from
one of the Vietnam War's last misWhen an unexpected change of
takes, when the Army drafted Ken
plans occurs, we will call and notify
Allard. They sent him sent him first to
you.
Officer Candidate School and then to
Germany, with which we were not,
See you at the meetings!
strictly speaking, at war just then. Educated far beyond his intelligence and
in violation of any conceivable public
C
purpose, it is nevertheless true that
Ken Allard holds a Harvard degree
— If you are a single man or lady and like to
eat, chat, make new friends, experience or pro- and a doctorate from the Fletcher
School of Law and Diplomacy. Howvide sometimes brief impromptu or scheduled
interesting demonstrations, talks, or discusever, his service on the faculties of
sions, whether you are: visiting the area; active West Point, Georgetown University
duty or retired; widowed or divorced; the
and as Dean of Students at the NaSOLITAIRES is the group for you.
tional War College is today strongly
— This is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy
denied by all three institutions. He adcamaraderie with other single men and ladies
mittedly volunteered for service in
whose backgrounds and experiences are or
Bosnia, which seemed like a big deal
have been with the military.
at the time. But Army officials gleefully note that the Colonel, after his
Randolph Services
final tour on active duty there with the
(Continued from Page 14)
Linens for the bedrooms are provided 1st Armored Division, has since been
long and deservedly retired.
but you will need to provide everything else.
Ken has adopted San Antonio, Texas
Check out Canyon Lake during nonas his latest hometown, although there
peak times and enjoy the tranquility of is some talk that local authorities may
the beautiful lake and the soothing
demand a recount.
sounds of birds singing throughout the
park. You can also fish on the lake all
day or rent a boat and just tour the
lake.

ol Irene Collier
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VOLUNTEER STAFF:
PRESIDENT
LtCol Edward L. Marvin
elmarv@swbell.net
EXEC VP Operations MAJ James R. Cunningham
jimbob48@sbcglobal.net
EXEC VP Admin
LCDR Gilberto Rodriguez
gilfly@earthlink.net
VP PROGRAMS
Col Mac McDonald
mchlmac39@aol.com
VP MEMBERSHIP MAJ Josh Welch
jdwelch6453@sbcglobal.net
SECRETARY
Col David Patrick
dpatrick1@satx.rr.com
TREASURER
LTC Dan Cummings
danjean@gvtc.com
DEPUTY TREASURER Col Vaughn Caudill
VP PERSONAL AFFAIRS Col Stuart Myers
LtCol Craig Erickson
VP LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS MAJ Frank Parks
DEP LEG AFFAIRS LtCol Ed LeFebvre
VP PUBLIC RELATIONS LTC Phyllis Smith
DATABASE MGR Col Barry Long
VP LOGISTICS
LTC Randy Hoff
LEGAL COUNSEL (Open)
SOLITAIRES
Cpt Laura Ecuyer/Betty Berry
CONSULTANT
Maj Len Mull
EDITOR
Col Kerry Green
ASSOCIATE EDITOR LtCol Gene Culp
CHAPLAIN
Father Dick Ames
PX/VAV/VAC Rep Susie Tolman
TOPS OFFICER
Col David Patrick
WEB MASTER
Bill Hudson
ASST WEBMASTER MAJ Mike Walker
VOLUNTEER COORD. Col Dale Vande Hey
ASST VOL COORD. CPT Walter Grinfield
ADVERTISING COORD. LtCol David Walker
AFV SATELLITE COORD LtCol Ginny Alloway
DUTY OFFICERS: Mon Open
Tue Col Irene Collier
Wed LTC Ken Vandergrift
Thur CPT Walter Grinfield
Floaters: CWO Barry Martin
LtCol Jim Webb
DIRECTORS:
BG Robert Herring
Col Luke Fisher
Col George Gagnon
Col Ed McCarthy
Col Frank Rohrbough
LTC Harry Carpenter

LTC Jim Finch
LTC John Gibbs
LTC Sumner Hudson
2Lt Naomi Evangelista
Mrs. Susie Tolman

DIRECTORS EMERITUS HONORARY DIRECTORS
BG George Woodard
Gen Ralph Haines
Col George Weinbrenner
Gen William McBride

Statement of Publication
The Lariat is the newsletter of the Military Officers Association of America—Alamo Chapter. It is published once each
month to inform the membership of issues and activities of
interest to all.
MOAA-AC is a non-profit organization within the state of
Texas organized to represent the membership and to support
the activities of the Texas Council of Chapters and MOAA
National.
Advertising contained in the newsletter is not endorsed by
the Chapter and does not represent any recommendation to
the membership. Opinions expressed in articles contained
herein are not necessarily those of the membership as a
whole or the Chapter. Questions should be directed to the
Editor, at the Chapter office.
MOAA-AC P.O. Box 8037 San Antonio, TX 78208
(210) 228-9955 moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net
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It is the VETERAN, not the preacher, who has given us
freedom of religion
Chapter Luncheon
It is the VETERAN, not the reporter, who has given us
freedom of the press.
Speaker: Col Ken Allard
It is the VETERAN, not the poet, who has given us freeMilitary Analyst & Columnist
dom of speech.
It is the VETERAN, not the campus organizer, who has
Sam Houston Club
given us freedom to assemble.
Social Hour beginning 11am
It is the VETERAN, not the lawyer, who has given us the
Lunch served at 11:45am
right to a fair trial.
It is the VETERAN, not the politician, who has given us
Menu (Circle Choice)
the right to vote.
A) London Broil
B) Chicken Breast Ranchero
It is the VETERAN who salutes the flag.
with Jack Daniels Sauce
It is the VETERAN who serves under the flag.
Oven roasted potatoes w/ rosemary & garlic

Thursday July 24, 2008

Green beans almondine
Spring mix salad with Ranch and Italian dressing
Dinner rolls with butter
Peach Cobbler
Water, Coffee & Tea service and $3.50 per bottle honor wine bar

$16.00 per person Enclosed: $___________
RSVP By Noon Monday, July 21st
Reservations not cancelled by noon Tuesday 22nd will be billed.

Name_______________________________________
Guest:______________________________________
Non member Officers welcome with reservations
Send reservation slip & check made payable to
MOAA-AC at P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, TX 78208
RSVP by email moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net or phone (210) 228-9955.
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