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President’s Message

Fall is here. At least, that is what
the calendar says. However, given the
continuing very hot weather sometimes I wonder if summer is getting
confused with the fall, or whatever!
Anyhow, I write this column with
some remorse, but yet with great enthusiasm!
As you all know I was humbled to
be nominated to be on the national
Board of Directors of our great organization. That is a work in progress and
as I prepare this column for my
monthly newsletter article I have been
advised that I will be in the Class of
2010 to 2016 Board of Directors for
our national organization.
In that regard this will be my 70th
message as the President of our great
chapter. It will be my last column in
the position as your President. As
stated above, I vacillate between sadness and excitement, but what I do
know is that I have very much enjoyed
working at the grass roots level as one
of your chapter leaders for some years
now. It has been about seventeen
years since I made a trip into our old
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office on Grayson Street.
I feel much honored to have served
as your President and to have served in
various other leadership capacities during these past years. I want to say that
I am very proud of what is being
passed on to the new leadership of your
chapter to be headed by a great Executive Vice President, Jim Cunningham.
He and his new leaders will be a great
group of people to work with and to
continue moving the chapter ever forward.
I just want to once again, as I have
so many times, say thank you to each
of you wonderful members. It is the
members at the grass roots level that
makes for a successful chapter and a
successful organization. Your chapter,
I am proud to report has received five 5
Star awards in the most recent years.
The entire leadership team is very
proud of that. Your newsletter is an
(Continued on Page 6)

Thu October 21
Luncheon &
Annual Business Meeting
Speaker: Al Swaim - USAA
Ft Sam Golf Club
Thu Nov 18
Luncheon
Speaker: Sig Christensen
Express News
Army Residence Center
Fri Dec 10
Dinner Dance
Christmas Party
Randolph Parr Club
The Skyline Lounge
Fri April 15, 2011
4th Annual
Charity Golf Tournament
Ft Sam Houston Golf Club

See more
Oktoberfest
Picnic Photos on
Page 13
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Chapter News & Notices
NOTICE
Cookie Angels

CHAPTER ANNUAL
BUSINESS MEETING

Grateful thanks to those who either
baked and or brought items to the
wounded soldiers at Ft Sam Houston’s
Warrior and Family Support Center.
If you were able to give this month on
behalf of the Alamo Chapter please call
Susie at (210) 654-0351, so we may add
your name to our list. Thank you.

will be held during the
monthly luncheon on
October 21, 2010

Irene Collier

Volunteers Needed!!
The Alamo chapter has the following
positions open that we would love to
have some help! You can spend as
much or as little time as you have
available.
Call the office at 210-228-9955
to volunteer.
Photographer
Servers at Picnics

At the Ft Sam
Golf Clubhouse

Retiree Day Booth Helpers
Inventory of Christmas Decorations

Frank and Delores DeVille

Decorating VA Ward for Christmas

Nita Felder

Greeters at Social Functions

Susan Filipini
John Gibbs

Business Associate
Program

Susie Tolman
Dot Wise
Tom and Evelyn Woods

Grateful thanks to the following who
have donated to the Chapter.
Maj Josh & Diana Welch
American Flag & Stand

The following Business Associate(s)
have generously contributed to the
MOAA Alamo Chapter enabling us to
carry on our important mission. We
encourage each of you to remember
these important contributors in you
business and your daily activities because we truly appreciate their support.
If your business or organization
would like to join these much appreciated sponsors as a Business Associate
of the MOAA Alamo Chapter, please
contact David Walker at (210) 2289955. Thank you for your consideration.

Spectrum Technologies, Inc

TAPS

Contact Don Shrum
(210) 260-8781
www.spectrum-tx.com

We received the news that the following
members have passed away. We wish to Grateful thanks to Don for providing
convey our sincere condolences and best real-time back up service for the office
wishes to their family and loved ones:
computer

Legal Counsel
Floater Duty Officer
Members for Calling Committee
Volunteer Coordinator

Retiree Appreciation
Days

Randolph AFB
30 October
Ft Sam Houston
6 November

Fay Sauls
9/10/2010
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Liaison for Active Duty Members
Transportation Coordinator

Ed and Sue McCarthy
Lolly Orlowski

Member of Program Committee
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Exec VP’s Corner
I want to devote the greater part of my column this
month to honor some individuals who have had a great
influence on the Alamo Chapter and Veterans and their
families in particular.
First, I want to speak of Lt. Col. Ed Marvin, President
of the Alamo Chapter. When Ed took over the Alamo
Chapter, he had the vision of growing the Chapter in
terms of membership and its overall activity with the
community of Veterans as well as working greater advocacy legislatively. Ed has been the consummate salesman
for the Chapter and has endeavored to increase our branding within the San Antonio, state and national communities. He has moved us down the road of increasing our
non-dues revenue through increased advertising and expanded our Lariat. The Alamo Chapter has also been a
Five Star Chapter of Excellence during his tenure.

emulated by many other states who either are developing their
agencies or trying to improve them. The TVC is the only state
agency that I know of that has offices located with the VA in order to process claims in a more expeditious manner. VA listens to
TVC counselors and recognizes that they know more, I would
venture to say, than some of the VA counselors!
Over the past several years, I have had the pleasure of working
with Jim and the TVC to advance legislation in the Texas Legislature that benefits Veterans and their families. Of late, we worked
on getting the Veterans Scatch-off Lottery passed, which has
made millions of dollars that is being used to the benefit of our 1.7
million veterans and their families. We also worked on the Interstate Compact for the benefit of Military Children and the 100%
disabled veteran tax exemptions to just name a few things.

Jim Nier has been a true friend of Texas Veterans and their
families. He has worked tirelessly to involve the various Veterans
Service Organizations, to include MOAA, for the benefit of those
Ed moved us down the difficult road of moving our
Veterans. Jim Nier will be missed in that position and I can only
offices after being in the same location for almost 50
hope that he will eventually continue to serve in some other
years and in doing so had the vision to hire an administra- (Continued on Page 8)
tive assistant to manage the day to day administration of
the Chapter. This has given the Chapter greater continuity and the officers and staff more time to conduct the activities of the Chapter.
During his tenure, Ed has been the President of the
Texas Council Of Chapters where he represented us at the
state and federal levels. His aspiration to be a National
MOAA Board Member has now been realized and he will
soon be leaving the Chapter as its President to devote his
time and represent Texas Chapters nationally. His last
official activity as our President will be the conduct of
our Annual Business meeting in October. I hope that
many of you will attend that meeting to give him a good
send off to his new position at National MOAA.
I wanted to say a few words about Mr. Jim Nier. Jim
has served many years as the Executive Director of the
Texas Veterans Commission, but took a long deserved
retirement on August 31st.
During his tenure, the size and responsibilities of the
TVC have grown exponentially to include not just counseling on benefits and education, but also a major role in
linking veterans to jobs. Jim has made the TVC the
PREMIER state veterans’ agency in the United States.
TVC is acknowledged as being the gold standard and is
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Welcome New Members!
Col Mary Amour USAF

(Ret)

CPT Kendral Knight USA

Col Andrew Britschgi USAF

LTC Richard Holzmann USA (Ret)

CPT Jorge Lopez USA

Col Francis Brown USAF

LtCol Harold Lee USAF (Ret)

CPT Lawrence Yarnell III USA

Col Thomas Carter USAF

LtCol Ray Sirak USAF

CPT Kacenia Patterson USA

Col Charles Crain III USAF (Ret)

CDR Gary Lindley UNR (Ret)

CPT Armando Rancano USA

Col Kenneth Griffin USAF

LTC Brenda McBride USA

CW4 Robert Parrotte USA (Ret)

Col Jim Horton USAF

LtCol Jonathan Porier USAF

CW4 Patrick Quenga USA

Col Tate Johnson USAF

LTC Kathy Porter USA

CW3 Terry Vail USA

Col Rob Kyrouac USAF

MAJ Michael Boye USA

CW2 Frank Kuylen USA

Col Bruce Lovely USAF

MAJ Brett Collier USA (Ret)

CW2 Ronald Robinson USAR

Col Barry Ream USAF (Ret)

MAJ Craig Cude USA

Lilas Harvey

Col Tom Robinson USAF

MAJ Earl Downs USA

M.K. Higbee

COL Lawrence Sansone USA (Ret)

MAJ John Tatom USA

Bernice Waguespack

Col Mark Vlanos USAF

MAJ JoAnne Whisenhunt USA

Joshua Adams USA

Col Jim Weimer USAF

CPT Charles Day USA

Dr Eleanor Crowder-Bjoring

Col Jim Weissmann USAF

CPT David Delong USR

Craig Scrogham USA

LtCol Kathy Bowman-Estrada USAF

CPT Adam Jackman USA

Alamo Chapter Membership
As of: Sep 20, 2010
1500
1450
Active
Aux
Retired
Total

1400
1350
1300

Goal

290
247
658
1195

1250
1200
1150
1100
1050
1000

2009

2010

950
900
850
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun

Jul

Aug Sep Oct

Months
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Legislative Update

Speaker Bio

If interested, you may sign up for
emails that will provide new TRILawmakers are back in Washington
CARE benefit information
and the big push is on to resolve the
https://service.govdelivery.com/servic
budget process.
e/multi_subscribe.html?code=USMHS
The Senate Majority Leader Harry
T
Reid, D-Nev., intends to get a quick
start on the pending 2011 defense auMOAA’s President in the News
thorization bill. The House passed its
defense authorization bill in May. The
On Sept. 12, national MOAA presiRepublicans have several concerns
dent Vice Adm. Norb Ryan Jr. USN
over several portions of the proposed
(Ret), was a guest on the popular
bills.
Washington, D.C., TV program “This
Accordingly, we should not expect Week in Defense News With Vago
rapid progress and we would be wise
Muradian.”
to send multiple emails and calls to
During the interview, he addressed
our senators. We must focus on the
some of the important budget and perSenate members to encourage them to
sonnel issues that lie ahead. The isfocus on our items of interest.
sues covered in this show are the bePlease contact your senators and
ginning of things to come as the debate
push the following items.
heats up in Washington.
Legislation

Allan Swaim
Al is a retired Air Force colonel. He
is a graduate of the United States Air
Force Academy.
His jobs in the Air Force included
flying five different aircraft amassing
nearly 4500 flight hours. He has also
commanded and served in various
staffs around the world.
His final assignment was as Director
of Staff with administrative responsibility for United States Air Forces in
Europe.

His current function at USAA is to
direct eight program managers in development of plans and programs to
increase membership in the association
1. Correct the current law that denies
We need your help to keep our hard- through face-to-face engagement with
early retirement credit for hundreds of earned benefits, so stay informed.
the military community.
thousands of combat tours served be- Visit “This Week in Defense News
Al has a Masters Degree in Business
tween 2001 and 2008. RECOMMEN- With Vago Muradian” now to see the
Administration from Southern Illinois
DATION: Support Senator John
interview.
University.
Kerry’s reserve retirement –age
credit amendment.
He and his wife Jane have three
COL, TXNG, (Ret) adult children.
2. Repeal the law that unfairly deducts
TCC National Legislative
VA survivor benefits from military
Committee Chair
Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) annuities.

James Stryker

RECOMMENDATION: Support Nelson’s SBP-DIC amendment.
3. Eliminate the law that makes thousands of seriously disabled uniformed
services retirees forfeit part or all of
their earned military retired pay.
RECOMMENDATION: Support the
Reid amendment to phase out the
unfair deduction of VA disability
compensation for severely disabled
medical retirees.
4. Correct the fact that TRICARE
doesn't fall under the same legislation
as Health Care Reconciliation act, so
today TRICARE doesn't offer a plan
for dependent children up to age 26.
RECOMMENDATION: Add this
provision to the National Defense
Authorization Act of 2011.

Chapter Vision & Mission Statement
Vision:
To be the primary advocate for the military community

Mission:
 To be a major source of information, support and social engagement for
the membership;
 To provide programs and services for the common good of our military
community;
 To be a powerful voice supporting MOAA at the local, state and national
levels.
5
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Medical Minute
Chest Pain or Some thing Else?

Nominee Bios for 2010 Elections
President


That dull burning in your chest that
doesn't seem to go away and seems to
be getting worse. Is it a heart attack or
something else?
Different people experience an attack in different ways. Some have
classic chest pain. Others have jaw
pain, back pain, breathlessness, extreme fatigue or even worse. Women
experience symptoms differently than
men.
Then what is it? Could be indigestion, panic attack, or some other possible recurring condition like pancreatitis or pneumonia?
The following table may help you
differentiate:
More likely to be a heart attack:
 sense of pain or pressure, tightness,
squeezing or burning
 Gradual onset of pain over the
course of a few minutes.
 Pain in diffuse area, including middle of chest
 Pain that extends to the left arm,
neck, jaw or back
 Pain or pressure accompanied by
other signs such as difficulty breathing, a cold sweat, or sudden nausea
 Pain or pressure that appears during
or after physical exertion or physical
stress (heart attack) or while you are
at rest (unstable angina)
Less Likely to be a heart attack
 Sharp or knifelike pain brought on
by breathing or coughing
 Sudden stabbing pain that lasts only for a few seconds
 Pain clearly on one side of the body
or the other
 Pain that is localized to one small
spot
 Pain that last many hours or days
without any other symptoms
 Pain reproduced by pressing on the
chest or with body motion.
(Continued on Page 7)
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James R. Cunningham, MAJ, US Army, Retired
 MOAA-AC member since 2000, serving in various MOAA-AC
Board positions; Secretary, then President of the Texas Council
of MOAA Chapters, supporting the non-partisan legislative
advocacy of both the State and National MOAA organizations;
Chairman of the Alliance for Veterans and Families; Vice
Chairman of the Texas Coalition of Veterans Organizations

Executive Vice President


William T. Goforth, LTC, US Army, Retired
 Recently retired from the Army Medical Service Corps; served
in Iraq in different positions, to include G3 Air for the 30th
Medical Brigade, Baghdad; presently he is the G3 / Deputy
Chief of Staff for Operations of the Missions and Installation
Contracting Command, Fort Sam Houston; is a Director in
MOAA-AC.

Vice President – Administration


James R. Webb, III LTC, US Army, Retired
 Military career was mostly in the Adjutant General Corps
(personnel/administration); served in Vietnam in 1968; has
served as MOAA-AC Duty Officer; second career was in
education related matters; MBA (University of Texas) and Ed.
D. from Nova Southeastern University.

Vice President – Membership, Recruitment, and Retention


Randy E. Hoff, LTC, US Army, Retired
 Currently the incumbent VP for Membership, Recruitment, and
Retention; military career was in the US Army Military Police
Corps; was Deputy Provost Marshal of Fort Sam Houston for
three years; MA from Webster University (St. Louis, MO)

Secretary


David W. Patrick, COL, USAF, Retired
 Currently the incumbent Secretary for MOAA-AC; instrumental
in developing the Strategic Plan for reshaping MOAA-AC;
TOPS Officer for MOAA-AC; Secretary for the Texas Council
of MOAA Chapters; life member of MOAA

Treasurer


Vaughn Caudill, COL, US Army, Retired
 Currently the incumbent Treasurer for MOAA-AC. Has thirty
years financial management experience with Army and Air
Force. Passed CPA exam first time with an 82 average and
passed the Certified Defense Financial Manager exam the first
time. Currently the Deputy Comptroller for Joint Base San
Antonio. Army’s Comptroller of the Year – 2004.
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President’s Message
Continued from Page 1

award winning newsletter and we are
very proud of that as well. We the
leadership feel comfortable that each
of you chapter members have the same
feeling of pride in being a member of
the Alamo chapter. My personal request is that each of you will continue
to stay a member and continue to support the chapter in all ways possible. I
know you will as you have in the past.
I cannot thank enough the leadership
of your chapter that I have had the
great honor to work with and also a
huge thank you to the Board of Directors who hangs in there with us and
gives us truly professional advice and
guidance. I would also like to give my
humble thanks to Ed and Sue McCarthy for their continuing friendship and
mentoring.
All that being said, your chapter will
move ever forward. I am confident
that that they will continue to be respectful of the great patriots that go
before us and they will continue to be
focused on the future as the chapter
grows even bigger and better. I certainly will continue my membership in
the local chapter, and I will help as I
can, going forward. In conclusion I
would like to thank each of you for
your vote who made it possible for me
to serve at the national level of our
great organization. God Bless America, and God bless our chapter and the
members that make our chapter the
“best”.

Solitaires
October brings Halloween, All Soul's
Day, All Saints Day and El Dia de Los
Muertos. Many countries celebrate and
honor the dead in different ways even
within the same culture. In San Antonio El Dia de Los Muertos reflects the
Hispanic culture’s Day of the Dead.

dies, a bottle of tequila, mescal, or
pulque or a jar of atole. Always the
famous pan dulce in the shape of
skeletons or decorated skulls.
Blankets and pillows were left so the
deceased could rest after the long
journey.

In some villages on El Dia de Los
Muertos a procession led by the
priest would wind its way to the
Revering and honoring the dead began
cemetery. Sometimes they would
as a pagan Aztec Holiday. With the inorganize an overnight vigil at the
vasion of the Spanish Conquistadores
graves. They drank, played cards,
and priests in 1521, Catholicism was
had music, danced till dawn, then
forced on the indigenous population.
they departed. The next day the vilAlthough they accepted the new
lagers returned to the graves. BeChristian holidays they interspersed their lieving that the deceased had partakown pagan rituals into those days thus
en of what they wanted from the ofmaking it acceptable to both the priests
renda, they all had a picnic consumand the natives.
ing the leftover food and drink.
Again they had music, dancing, and
Scholars trace the origin of the modtelling stories about the deceased.
ern holiday observance to an AzBy evening they cleared the graves
tec festival dedicated to the goddess
Mictecacihuatl. Rituals celebrating the and all went home.
deaths of ancestors and heroes have been
Some locals wear costumes or
observed for as long as 2500 to 3000
dress like the deceased, or wear
years ago. In the pre-Hispanic era it
skulls and skeleton outfits. They had
was common to keep skulls of loved
village parades, music, bells would
ones as trophies and display them in ritu- scare away any evil demons as the
als to symbolize death and rebirth. At
spirit souls departed. Ceremonies
this time it was thought the veil between varied from year to year and village
the living and the dead is thin and the
to village.
dead can reach through and communiThe pagan celebrations were
cate with their families.
originally held in the ninth month.
Families would go to the cemetery to With the advent of Catholicism, a
communicate with the souls of the decompromise was set up. The day
parted. They would build a little private was changed to Oct-November to
altar over the cleaned and trimmed
coincide with the Catholic All Souls
grave. On the altar they would place
Day and All Saints Day.
Medical Minute
Continued from Page 6)
flowers, picture of the deceased, their
In San Antonio in the 1980's the
If you are worried about pain or dis- favorite beverage, foods, and memoracustoms relating to El Dia de Los
bilia of the departed one.
comfort in your chest, in your back,
Muertos were revived. If the honupper arm or jaw, or suddenly faint or
During the three day period the fami- ored one had been dead for one to
develop a cold sweat, nausea, or vom- lies would clean and decorate the
five years, the family set up an ofiting call 911. Better be safe than sor- graves. On the ofrendas they left orange renda in the home. It was like an
ry.
marigolds, candles (candles represent the altar with the picture of the Virgin
Source Harvard Heart Letter May 2010
life of the deceased); there might be toys Mary, favorite belongings, food,
if the deceased were a child. If it were
beverages, cigarettes, pan dulce
an adult they would leave cigarettes can- (Continued on Page 8)

LtCol Ed Marvin (Ret)

Col Irene Collier (Ret)
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was said. Then the priests descended
into the gathering and administered
capacity! (Of course, after he has taken
and the famous skeletal and skull dec- communion wafers. After the service
his wife on a few cruises and played a
everyone left quietly following
orated breads. Friends and relatives
bit of golf.)
the candle/marigold path to the road.
Our October meeting at the Fort Sam were invited to an "open house" to parIt was a solemn and reverent occatake in the offerings and memories
Golf Club, will be our annual business
sion. No one who attended would ever
about the deceased.
meeting. Our speaker will be Allan
forget it.
Businesses often had ofrendas open
Swaim from USAA. At that meeting we
Five October will be the next Solito the public. Schools and churches
will also be announcing the 2011-2012
taire
meeting at the Fort Sam Golf
Officers for the Alamo Chapter. I hope had celebrations. Children dressed in
club.
On 24 October there will be the
costumes and knocked on doors for
that all can attend especially since it will
usual
Sunday
brunch at Randolph
"calveritas" (small gifts similar to the
be Ed Marvin’s last meeting as the
AFB.
Anglo Trick or Treat.)
Chapter President.
Today the main center for El Dia de
Sources:
Things are beginning to heat up with Los Muertos is the Mexican Cultural
The Last Dance--Lynne Ann DeSpelder and Albert
the Texas Legislative season on the hori- Institute on Plaza Mexico. An Ofren- Lee Strickland
The Cult of the Saints--Peter Brown
zon. MOAA and other Veteran Organi- da is constructed with holy pictures,
The Halloween Tree--Ray Bradbury
zations are working closely with the key pan dulce, beverages, and sometime a Calls to local churches
buffet is offered. Poetry is read.
legislative committees to help craft laws
A procession starts at the Hemisfair
C
that will benefit Texas Veterans, their
clock
tower
and
winds
down
to
families and caregivers. In future issues
Southtown (just south of downtown) to
of the Lariat, I will have much more
If you are a single man or lady and like
Centro Cultural Aztlani. Here we find
detailed information regarding legislato
eat, chat, make new friends, experience
ofrendas, beverages, live music, dance
tion that is going to be presented and
or provide sometimes brief impromptu or
performances, poetry reading, exhibits
scheduled interesting demonstrations,
where it stands.
and special foods.

Exec VP’s Corner

Solitaires

Continued from Page 3

(Continued from Page 7)

ol Irene Collier (Ret)

talks, or discussions, whether you are:
Each year the planned celebration is visiting the area; active duty or retired;
We should not forget too that the mida little different. In 2010 the celebra- widowed or divorced; the SOLITAIRES is
term federal elections as well as local
the group for you.
elections are coming up in November. It tion will be held in the San Antonio
This is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy
is extremely important that all of us get Missions National Historical Park on
camaraderie with other single men and
South
Roosevelt
Avenue.
The
Texas
out and vote for the candidates of our
Institute of Culture in Hemisfair Plaza ladies whose backgrounds and experiences
choice. There are many issues related to
are or have been with the military. Call
has artifacts and ofrendas.
Veterans now before and coming before
the office (210) 228-9955 for more details
In 1988 a procession started at a
the US Congress. Take a look at the
Texas Council website. It gives evalua- south San Antonio church. A 12 foot
tions of Federal representatives and Sen- banner with a pole and man at each
Please make a note of our new
end was in the front of the parade. A
ators and how they have supported Vetpriest led the procession. The march
mailing address:
erans and the military. You may want to was about a mile to San Fernando
examine this to see if your present repre- cemetery at night.
sentative is supporting us or not. The
The main road entrance to the cemeWebsite is: www.texasmoaa.org.

Have a great month and a happy Halloween. Gosh, Christmas is upon us!

MAJ Jim Cunningham (Ret)

The Lariat October 2010

tery was outlined with alternating containers of candles and orange marigolds. The candles lit the way into
the dark cemetery where there was a
large platform erected to serve as an
altar. On the stage was a Mariachi
band, regular band, the Bishop and
Archbishop Flores plus about five
priests. Klieg light gave more than
ample lighting to the service. Mass
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MOAA Alamo Chapter
P.O. Box 340497
Ft Sam Houston, TX 782340497
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2010 ELECTION BALLOT
For the term January 1, 2011 through December 31, 2012
In accordance with the Bylaws of the Alamo Chapter, as amended, the Nominating Committee
offers the following members of the Chapter to serve in the positions indicated. Elected officers
must be members of the Military Officers Association of America as well as members of the
Alamo Chapter. Currently serving members are noted by the symbol (I). Please mark ballot by
annotating with an “X” next to nominees’ name. Space is also provided for the write-in vote for
another qualified member of the Chapter in lieu of the nominated member.

For President: Maj Jim Cunningham USA (Ret)
Write-in:____________________________________________________________________
For Executive Vice President, Operations: LTC Bill Goforth USA (Ret)
Write-in:____________________________________________________________________
For Vice President, Administration: LTC Jim Webb USA (Ret)
Write-in:____________________________________________________________________
For Vice President, Membership, Recruitment & Retention: (I) LTC Randy Hoff USA (Ret)
Write-in:____________________________________________________________________
For Vice President, Programs: No Nominee
Write-in:____________________________________________________________________
For Secretary: (I) Col David Patrick USAF (Ret)
Write-in:____________________________________________________________________
For Treasurer: (I) Col Vaughn Caudill USA (Ret)
Write-in:____________________________________________________________________
Mail ballots by October 15, 2010 to:
Military Officers Association of America – Alamo Chapter
Inspectors of Election Committee
P.O. Box 340497
San Antonio TX 78234-0497
The Lariat October 2010
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Benefits of Membership
of MOAA and the local
chapter
 Our monthly newsletter, The
Lariat, which includes a calendar
of events, is sent to each member
(or made available on-line), and
includes both MOAA and Alamo
Chapter news. Stay informed!

Referred by: _____________________________________________________
The Give Me 10! Campaign Options:
1. Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve officers of all services, who are not past or present members of
MOAA national are eligible for a one year free national and local MOAA (MOAA-AC) membership.
2. Retired Officers, Auxiliary (surviving spouses), and lapsed members of MOAA national, can receive a 2
year membership for $28.00 (The usual annual membership rate is $31). You will then receive a one year local
MOAA-AC membership free.
3. Those already members of MOAA national need to complete this application to receive a 1 year free local
membership to MOAA-AC.
Normal Dues: MOAA national $31 per year, MOAA local $25.00,
$15 if receive electronic newsletter, Auxiliary $15

Membership Application
(Annual Membership)

 Monthly luncheons, which
Are you a member of MOAA National? __________
rotate between the Randolph, Fort
Sam Houston, and Lackland
Military Officers Association of America
service clubs, feature informative
Alamo Chapter
speakers and are also open to
guests.
Circle Status: Commissioned & Warrant Officers of all services - Active, Reserves, former, or Retired,
National Guard, NOAA, PHS, Surviving Spouse.

 Benefit information of all
kinds is provided through the
Alamo Chapter. We have an
experienced Vice President of
Personal Affairs who can give
quick answers to your and family
members’ questions, or who can
research the more complex issues.
 The opportunity to enjoy the
camaraderie of meeting fellow
chapter members and their guests.
We also plan for various social
events, open to families and guests.
In addition, our chapter features a
singles group called the Solitaires,
some of who are surviving spouses.
The Solitaires have a busy social
calendar.
 Make your voice heard on
proposed state and national military
legislation which may affect you
and your family. Both the Alamo
Chapter and MOAA national
welcome your views!
 Enjoy many benefits,
discounts, and services, to include
career planning. The Alamo
Chapter also provides college
scholarships to those who qualify.
MOAA Travel helps you plan that
great getaway, and is available for
members.

The Lariat October 2010

Name_________________________________________________________________
(Print) Last
First
MI
Spouse
______________________________________________________________________
Residence Address
City
State
Zip
______________________________________________________________________
Rank/Grade
Service
Date of Birth
Home phone_______________________Business phone________________________
Civilian/Military Occupation______________________________________________
Firm/Unit____________________________ E-mail*___________________________
* May we have your permission to publish this information in the Chapter Membership
Directory? ________
(*This directory and your e-mail address are exclusively for the use of the chapter and
will not be sold or used for any other purpose than chapter communications and/or board
approved activity.)
Would you like to access our monthly newsletter (The Lariat) at our website versus
having a hard copy mailed to you? _______ (Dues reduce to $15 per year).
Would you be interested in being active in chapter volunteer activity? _______
________________________________________
Signature

____________________
Date

CHARITABLE OUTREACH PROGRAM
Please accept my tax-deductible donation of: $____________ to (check one)
# Outreach Fund _______
As designated by the Alamo Chapter ________
# a fund for a yearly college scholarship and other charitable programs and services.

Send applications to:
MOAA-AC, P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, Tx 78208-0037
For questions please call (210) 228-9955 or e-mail: moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net
Also visit our chapter’s website at www.alamomoaa.org

Please feel free to copy and provide this form
to prospective members.
07-22-10
12

Oktoberfest
2010
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Chapter Events Calendar
OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

1 Volunteer Hours Due

1 Volunteer Hours Due

5 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Golf Club

2 Election Day - Fly the Flag!

7 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office

2 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Golf Club

11 Columbus Day - Fly the Flag!

4 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office

20 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am

6 Ft Sam Houston Retiree Appreciation Day

21 Board Meeting 9:30am Ft Sam Golf Club

10 Marine Corps Birthday

21 Annual Business Meeting Luncheon Ft Sam Golf
Club

10 Health Care Advisory Council Meeting 11:30am Location TBD

24 Solitaire’s Brunch 11am RAFB

11 Veterans’ Day Ceremony Ft Sam Houston National Cemetery 9:30am

26 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers
Welcome)

17 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am
18 Chapter Luncheon Speaker Sig Christensen Express News

30 Randolph AFB Retiree Appreciation Day

25 Thanksgiving - Fly the Flag!
28 Solitaire’s Brunch 11 am Randolph AFB
29 Decorate VA Hospice Wards

Note: Events bolded are for the general membership and italicized are for staff, though members are always welcome.
Please call the office for details (210) 228-9955

DECEMBER

30 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers
Welcome)
Ongoing:
Cookie Angels delivering items to Warrior & Family Support Center

1 Volunteer Hours Due
2 Annual Chapter Planning Meeting 9am-3pm MOAAAC Office

JANUARY 2011

7 Pearl Harbor Day
1 New Year’s Day - Fly the Flag!

10 Christmas Dinner Dance Randolph Parr O Club

1 Volunteer Hours Due

11 Solitaire’s Christmas Party Linda Gayers House

3 VA Hospital Decoration Removal

25 Christmas Day - Fly the Flag!

4 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Golf Club
6 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office
17 Martin Luther King, Jr, Day - Fly the Flag!
20 Board Meeting 9:30am Ft Sam Golf Club
20 Chapter Luncheon Ft Sam Golf Club
23 Solitaire’s Sunday Brunch 11 am Randolph AFB
25 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers
Welcome)

The Lariat October 2010
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Receiving The Lariat Online?
If you would prefer to read your Lariat on-line rather than receive a printed
copy, send us an email with the subject line as OLLO and we’ll gladly remove
you from the printed version mailing list.
We will notify you by email when the new issue is available for viewing.

Save paper, save postage, read it sooner, AND with color!!

Alamo Chapter
VOLUNTEER STAFF:
PRESIDENT
LtCol Edward L. Marvin
elmarv@swbell.net
EXEC VP Operations MAJ James R. Cunningham
jimbob48@sbcglobal.net
VP ADMINISTRATION (Open)
VP PROGRAMS
(Open)
VP MEMBERSHIP LTC Randy Hoff
randyhoff106@hotmail.com
SECRETARY
Col David Patrick
dwpatrick01@gmail.com
TREASURER
Col Vaughn Caudill
vaughn.caudill@us.army.mil
SCHOLARSHIP
LTC Dan Cummings
VP PERSONAL AFFAIRS Col Dave Padden
DEPUTY PA
Col Stuart Myers
DEPUTY PA
LtCol Craig Erickson
VP LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS Col Al Cote
DEP LEG AFFAIRS LtCol Ed LeFebvre
VP PUBLIC RELATIONS LtCol Cheryl Smith
VP LOGISTICS
LtCol Fred Koechley
LEGAL COUNSEL (Open)
SOLITAIRES
Mavis Cleary
CONSULTANT
Maj Len Mull
EDITOR
Col Kerry Green
ASSISTANT EDITOR Col James Payne
CHAPLAIN
LTC James Taylor
PX/VAV/VAC Rep Susie Tolman
TOPS OFFICER
Col David Patrick
WEB MASTER
Col Bill Hudson
HISTORIAN
Col Janice Edgerson
VOLUNTEER COORD. (Open)
ADVERTISING COORD. LtCol David Walker
AFV SATELLITE COORD. LtCol Ginny Alloway
DUTY OFFICERS: Col Irene Collier
Col Stuart Myers
LtCol Jim Cuskey
LtCol Bill Polasek
LtCol Ed Waggoner
Floaters: LtCol Jim Webb
CWO Barry Martin
DIRECTORS:
BG Robert Herring
LTC Jim Finch
Col Ed McCarthy
LTC John Gibbs
Col Mac McDonald
LTC Bill Goforth
Col Frank Rohrbough LTC Sumner Hudson
Col Lisa Skopal
Mrs. Susie Tolman
DIRECTORS EMERITUS HONORARY DIRECTORS
BG George Woodard
Gen Ralph Haines
Gen William McBride

Statement of Publication
The Lariat is the newsletter of the Military Officers Association of America—Alamo Chapter. It is published once each
month to inform the membership of issues and activities of
interest to all.
MOAA-AC is a non-profit organization within the state of
Texas organized to represent the membership and to support
the activities of the Texas Council of Chapters and MOAA
National.
Advertising contained in the newsletter is not endorsed by
the Chapter and does not represent any recommendation to
the membership. Opinions expressed in articles contained
herein are not necessarily those of the membership as a
whole or the Chapter. Questions should be directed to the
Editor, at the Chapter office.
MOAA-AC P.O. Box 340497 San Antonio, TX 78234
(210) 228-9955 moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net
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M ILITARY

U.S. Postage Paid
San Antonio, Texas
Permit No. 1553

OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
A LAMO C HAPTER

F OR INFORMATION REGARDING
OUR BY- LAWS, S TRATEGIC P LAN,
EVENTS CALENDAR AND PAST
I S S U E S O F T H E LA RIAT P L E A S E
VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
WWW. ALAMOMOAA. ORG

P.O. Box 340497
San Antonio, TX 78234-0497
Phone: 210-228-9955
Email: moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net

Postmaster — please deliver by October 5th
Time Sensitive Material

Thursday October 21, 2010

Thursday November 18, 2010

Annual Business Meeting &
Chapter Luncheon

Chapter Luncheon

Speaker: Col Allan Swaim USAF (Ret)

Ft Sam Golf Club

Speaker: Sig Christensen
San Antonio Express-News

Army Residence Community

Social Hour begins 11am - Lunch served approx 11:45am

Social Hour begins 11am - Lunch served approx 11:45am

Menu (Indicate Choice)

Menu (Indicate Choice)

A)Cornbread Stuffed Pork Chop
B) Chicken Picatta
Garden Salad with Ranch or Italian dressing
Parsley Potatoes & Green Beans Almandine
Cherry Pie
Coffee & Tea Service and $3 per glass honor wine bar
Cost per person $15

A)Orange Roughy
B) 4oz Ribeye Steak
Onion Soup/Tossed Salad
Baked Potato with all fixings, Asparagus
Dinner rolls & Cornbread
Vanilla Ice Cream with Chocolate or Caramel Topping
Coffee & Tea Service and $2 per glass honor wine bar
Cost per person $15

Enclosed: $______

Enclosed: $______

RSVP by Noon Monday 18 October
Reservations not cancelled by noon 19 Tuesday will be billed
Non member Officers are welcome with paid reservations

RSVP by Noon Monday 15 November
Reservations not cancelled by noon 16 Tuesday will be billed
Non member Officers are welcome with paid reservations

Name___________________________________

Name__________________________________

Guest:__________________________________

Guest:__________________________________

Send reservation slip & check made payable to
MOAA-AC at P.O. Box 340497, San Antonio, TX 78234
Call (210) 228-9955 with any questions.

Send reservation slip & check made payable to
MOAA-AC to P.O. Box 340497, San Antonio, TX 78234
Call (210) 228-9955 with any questions.
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