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and how the Congressional Select 
Committee will do in so far as budget 
cutting recommendations for the coun-
try.  It appears that military retirement 
may be under attack with some plans 
that really are not in the best interests 
of our currently serving members and 
their families.  Please keep tabs on the 
goings on of Congress and the Presi-
dent through our legislative updates 
and at www.moaa.org. 

    If you haven’t already registered for 
the 2011 MOAA Annual Meeting here 
in San Antonio on October 27 through 
29, please try and do so.  You can do 
this on www.moaa.org or by calling 1-
800-234-6622. (Details on Page 6). If 

President’s Message 
    The 50th Anniversary Dinner meet-
ing on the evening of the 16th of Sep-
tember was a great success.  Held at 
the Petroleum Club, over 120 mem-
bers, spouses and guests attended re-
newing acquaintances and friendships 
and making new ones.  (See pics on 
pages 5 and 10).  All were well fed 
and treated to a talk from Major Gen-
eral Joe Lynch. 

    General Lynch is the General Coun-
sel and Secretary to the Board for 
MOAA National.  In addition to being 
very personable, he gave an interesting 
overview of MOAA’s positions and 
efforts in this time of legislative uncer-
tainty.  One of his official duties was 
to also present the Chapter with a 50th 
Anniversary plaque signed by VADM 
Norb Ryan that will hang in the 
MOAA office on Ft. Sam Houston. 

    If you have been following the leg-
islative alerts coming from MOAA, 
there is great uncertainty as to what 

National MOAA Annual Meeting - Oct 26-29 - Marriott River Center 
 

 

you or anyone you know is looking 
for employment, then make plans 
to attend the MOAA Job Fair 
which will take place on the 27th at 
the Marriott Riverwalk.  Remem-
ber that Active Duty members, 
whether MOAA members or not, 
can register for the events free of 
charge. 

    I put the finishing touches on 
our menu for the November 17, 
2011 luncheon.  The meeting will 
be held at the Kendall Club (NCO 
Club) at Randolph AFB from 1100 
til 1300.  I hope that many of you 

(Continued on Page 8) 

 

Participants in the Solitaire’s San Antonio Food Bank Tour in August. 
Photo: Bill Strout 
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Cookie Angels 

Grateful thanks to those who either 
baked and or brought items to the 
wounded soldiers at Ft Sam Houston’s 
Warrior and Family Support Center.       
 
If you were able to give this month on 
behalf of the Alamo Chapter please call 
Susie at (210) 654-0351, so we may add 
your name to our list. Thank you. 

 
Maryada Artiglia 

Ruth Baliram 
Donna Budjenska 

Irene Collier 
Frank and Delores DeVille 

Nita Felder 
Susan Filipini 
Marge Fraley 

Joe and Adele Genualdi 
John Gibbs 

Ed and Sue McCarthy 
Mac and Lori McDonald 

Lolly Orlowski 
Jan Rund 

Cheryl Smith 
Lou Strong 

Susie Tolman 
 Dot Wise 

 Tom and Evelyn Woods 

Chapter News & Notices  
Volunteer Opportunities 

The Alamo chapter has the following 
positions open that we would love to 
have some help!  You can spend as 

much or as little time as you have availa-
ble.  Call the office at 210-228-9955 to 

volunteer. 

Personal Affairs Reps 

PR/Marketing Reps 

Photographer for Social Functions 

Legal Counsel 

Greeters at Social Functions 

Duty Officer - Floater 

Members for Calling Committee 

Members for Program Committee 

Transportation Coordinator 

 

 

 

Thank you to the following members 
who have generously contributed to 
either the Scholarship Fund or to the 
Operating Account.  We appreciate it 
very  much: 

Col Jack Bujalski USAF (Ret) 

LtCol Jim Cuskey USAF (Ret) 

LTC Jean Truscott USA (Ret) 

Chapter Vision & Mission Statement 
Vision: 

To be the primary advocate for the military community 
 
Mission: 

To be a major source of information, support and social engagement 
for the membership; 

To provide programs and services for the common good of our mili-
tary community; 

To be a powerful voice supporting MOAA at the local, state and na-
tional levels.  

Want Ad  

The Officers Placement Service (TOPS) 
 

 If you are an area employer who is interested in hiring career 
transitioning officers or their spouses . . .  or if you are a MOAA 
member who is interested in helping a career transitioning officer 
or spouse as a San Antonio networker . . .  or if you are a 
MOAA member job seeker, please contact me – David Patrick, 
Chapter TOPS Officer & MOAA Texas Networking Coordinator, 
210-259-9867, dwpatrick01@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Best wishes for a speedy recovery 
and getting back in the saddle again 
are going out to: 

 

Susie Tolman 

 

Kerry Green 
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CALL TO ARMS 

    Military Retirement and Tricare are under attack and we 
need to rally our efforts to try and protect them.  We are 
awaiting recommendations from the Special Committee of 
our Congress to come out with what they would propose 
where Military Retirement is concerned for our presently 
serving and new troops of the future. 

    Three proposals have been advanced to the Pentagon, 
none of which are adjudged as being particularly fair to our 
military personnel.  Two of these involve radical changes 
that would put our service people on a modified “401K” 
type platform and requiring a minimum retirement age of 
62 or 65.  In one plan, if the service person took early re-
tirement, they would be subject to losing over 11 million 
dollars from their retirement over their lifetime. 

    We are at the point in the battle over this issue where we 
are waiting to see what recommendations the Special Com-
mittee comes up with or if they fail to act, seeing how DoD 
will follow through given mandatory cut backs that they 
will face.  At that time, MOAA will know how to go about 
trying to get the best outcome for our military members 
and this is the time it will need the concerted support of its 
membership to affect the change that we want! 

    The second issue comes with the Presidents proposals 
under his jobs bill.  In it, several changes are proposed to 
TriCare and TriCare costs which we should oppose. 
(Please go to www.MOAA.org , under Action Alerts and 
send your representative and Senators a letter regarding our 
concerns about these proposed changes.) 

 Establishing an annual enrollment fee for TRICARE 
For Life	
 Another (unspecified) retail pharmacy copay hike	
 Establishing a BRAC-style commission to recommend 
"modernizing" the military retirement system	
	
    To quote our national MOAA President, VADM Ryan,  
“most upsetting, the stated intent of the proposals is to 
"align government programs with those in the private sec-
tor" and address the "measurable disparity between the fees 
most retired private sector workers pay...and what retired 
military personnel pay." 
 

    Those words show a shocking insensitivity to the ex-
traordinary demands and sacrifices imposed on career ser-
vice members and families.”  I am not aware of any civil-
ian professions that require its members to be on duty 24/7 
as does the military and this is a big difference that is not 
normally taken into account particularly those who have 
not served as many of our Congressmen have not. 
 
     MOAA.org has a letter already prepared for you to send 
to your Senators and Representative so please make an ef-
fort to do so for the good of our currently serving as well as 
those who are among the retired ranks. 
 
    Be sure and call the Senators and Representative’s office 
here locally and make your views known! And keep an eye 
on MOAA.org for the latest information regarding these 
issues and what MOAA is doing. 
 

Jim Cunningham USAR (Ret) 

Legislative Affairs 



The Lariat October 2011 4 

 
 Welcome 

New Members: 
 

Col Sandra Adams USAF 

Col Lista Benson USAF 

Col Craig Berlette USAF 

COL Mathew Brady USA 

Col Jeff Brown USAF 

Col Rick Compise USAF 

Col John D’Ortona USAF 

Col Timothy Farrell USAF 

Col Cesario Ferrer USAF 

Col Leslie Formolo USAF 

Col Peter Hunt USAF 

Col Les Hurgelt USAF 

Col Howard Jones USAF 

Col Thomas Kenney USAF 

Col David Martala USAF 

Col Mark Morris USAF 

Col Clayton Perce USAF 

Col Greig Rice USAF 

Col Bryan Ramstack USAF 

COL Will Schiek USA 

Col Paul Sinopoli USAF 

Col Patrick Vetter USAF 

Col Terry Watkins USAF 

COL David Wilcox USA 

LTC Terry Brown USA 

LTC Elizabeth Fetherston USA 

Year to Date Membership Stats 

LtCol Sean McGlynn USAF 

LTC James Post USA 

LTC Brian Thomas USA 

Maj Rama Bhyravabhotla USAF 

MAJ Theodore Croy USA 

MAJ Valentin Martinez USA (Ret) 

Maj Karl Muno USAF 

MAJ Andrea Rogers USA 

MAJ Kerryn Story USA 

MAJ Michael Story USA 

CPT James Major USA 

CPT Clay Miller USA 

CPT Jacob Miller USA 

CPT Michael Neufeld USA 

CPT Joseph Probst USA 

CPT Preston Roy USA 

CPT Leigh Traylor USA 

CPT Erica Viera USA 

CPT Larry Wheat USA 

CPT Roberta Worsham USA 

Capt Joseph Zamora USAF 

1LT Jacquelyn Emeterio USA 

1LT Kelsey Flagg USA 

1LT Donna Horton USA 

1LT Tamela McGraw-Schenk 

1LT Emily Olsen USA 

2LT Juan Morales USA 

CW2 Jorge Magana-Cortez USA 

CW4 Charles Torell USA 

Patricia Shecter 

Alamo Chapter Membership
As of: September 25, 2011
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AND….Thank You 
Renewing Members: 

 

Col Alex Archibald USAF (Ret) 

Dr Eleanor Bjoring USA (Ret) 

Col Jim Horton USAF (Ret) 

Col Wright Nodine USAF (Ret) 

Col Teresa Page USAF (Ret) 

Col David Rechkemmer USAF 
(Ret) 

LtCol Jim Cuskey USAF (Ret) 

LtCol James James USAF (Ret) 

LtCol Fred Koechley USAF (Ret) 

CDR Gary Lindley USNR (Ret) 

LTC Brenda McBride USA 

LTC Kathy Porter USA 

LtCol John Revak USAF (Ret) 

LCDR Terry Handley USN (Ret) 

Maj Joseph Lynch USAF (Ret) 

LCDR Jim Scoggin USN (Ret) 

Capt Michael Jackowski USAF 
(Ret) 

CW3 Kathleen Kaberides USA 
(Ret) 

Darlene Feuerborn 

Helen Moore 

Bernice Waguespack 

 

50th Anniversary Celebration 

 

President Jim 
Cunningham 
with speaker 

Gen Joe Lynch, 
MOAA General 

Counsel 

Alamo Chapter was 
presented with a 50th 
Anniversary plaque of 

Affiliation with 
MOAA 

Celebratory 
cake! 
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Register Online 
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                   Solitaires 

 
  
 

Around The World in Three 
Weeks by Plane and Train 

 
    I have just completed a trip to Chi-
na, Mongolia, Siberia and Russia. I'd 
like to share my impressions with you. 
The trip started in Beijing. My first 
visit there was in 1979. How it has 
changed! The streets then were 
jammed with bicycles and carts. Next 
trip it was motorcycles. Now it was 
cars, buses and motorcycles. 

    The city has expanded to six areas 
around the city called rings; similar to 
our freeways that surround the city. 
The usual tourist sites have not 
changed, but the people have. In 1979 
they were wearing the blue Mao suits 
and caps with a red star. Today they 
are wearing Hermes, Gucci and Vera 
Wang dresses. 

    Where open affection between teen-
agers was never seen on the streets, 
now they are just as open as Coney 
Island. Where there once hung huge 
portraits of Mao, Stalin and Lenin in 
Tiananmen Square, today they are 
gone. Only a modest sized portrait of 
Mao hangs over the entrance to his 
mausoleum. Instead of the green car-
pet that led across the square to his 
tomb, now a road runs in front of the 
mausoleum. A large video screen of 
Chinese cities stretches across the 
square. I walked the Great Wall for the 
third time.  

    There were 202 people on our tour. 
Only 28 were Americans. The rest 
were German and Turkish. We had our 
own private train. As we rolled 
through Mongolia we saw growing 
cities. They export coal, minerals, and 
hydroelectric power. China is building 
infrastructure to transport these prod-
ucts. Although China considers Mon-
golia a province, they consider them-

Abby Consulting 

Air Force Federal 
Credit Union 

Air Force Villages 

Beldon Roofing 
 Company 

CPS Energy 

Housing 1 Source 

Navy Federal Credit 
Union 

Randolph Brooks 
Federal Credit Union 

The Republic of Texas 
Restaurant 

San Antonio Federal 
Credit Union 

Security Service 
Federal Credit Union 

Spectrum 
Technologies, Inc 

USAA 

 
We encourage each of you to remember our 

Corporate Partners in your business and daily 
activities because we truly appreciate their sup-
port.  If your business or organization would like 
to join us as a Corporate Partner, please contact 
us at (210) 228-9955.  Thank you for your con-

sideration. 

selves independent. There were many 
large buildings of concrete block. Tel-
ephone poles were all of cement--
wood rots in permafrost. Some villag-
es were a collection of yurts (they call 
them Gers). 

    The yurts were much larger here 
than what I saw in Tibet last year. The 
structures are round and usually cov-
ered with skins. There is a hole in the 
center for smoke to escape. Cooking is 
not done here in summer but in a small 
building next door. Yaks and cows 
graze in the green fields. A hybrid 
cross breed of cow and yak is bigger, 
stronger and gives more meat. But it is 
sterile. 

    In Ulan Baatar we saw a 4K run of 
the famous Mongolian ponies. The 
riders stand up in the saddle. They also 
had a demonstration of how they break 
these wild ponies to the bridle and sad-
dle. Mongolians are fantastic acrobats 
starting about age 4. They have a form 
of singing called "throat singers”. Mu-
sic was often on a form of mandolin 
made of 2 strands from a horse’s tail. 
The dancers, usually male, have their 
own unique cultural style. We made 
several trips to super markets along the 
way. They are well stocked. But no 
peanut butter. I brought along 3 jars to 
give away. Most products are from 
Germany or Russia.  

    When the train got to the Mongolian 
border we changed trains to the Trans 
Siberian Railway Line. The width of 
the rails is different in China and Rus-
sia. The terrain in Siberia was differ-
ent. First you see the desert sand of the 
Gobi Desert. The mountains appear to 
be solid rock. Therefore numerous tun-
nels were needed to get the trains 
through. The villages we passed ap-
peared to be a collection of yurts. The 
Siberian steppes and taiga were nice 
and green at this time of year. There  

(Continued on Page 13) 

Corporate 
Partners 
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Editor’s Note: 
This article, written and submitted by local ARC 
Residents John & Tina Vanderveen, is part 1 of a 
three part series.  

 

Health Effects of Food & 
Beverage Consumption 

Part One: Nutrition Science 

    The study of the body’s needs for sub-
stances contained in food and beverages 
during the life span has been collectively 
designated as nutrition science. 

    Nutrition science is closely associated 
with other areas of science including but 
not limited to biochemistry, physiology, 
and toxicology.  Traditionally the main 
focus of nutrition research is to gain 
knowledge about the levels of essential 
substances that are required to be in the 
diet for normal growth, development and 
maintenance of health throughout the 
lifespan. 

    The term diet collectively refers to the 
total amount of individual foods and 
beverages a person consumes in a speci-
fied period of time. This research has 
revealed that life processes require spe-
cific minimum amounts of certain com-
ponents in the diet defined as essential 
nutrients to grow, develop body struc-
tures, maintain physical and mental abil-
ity for work capacity, and remain 
healthy. 

    These substances include certain pro-
teins (amino acids), fats, vitamins and 
minerals. Other substances present in 
foods such as some lipids, carbohydrates 
and amino acids are used by the body to 

President’s Message 
(Continued from Page 1) 

can attend as we will have General 
Edward Rice Jr., Commanding Gen-
eral of the AETC.  The general is 
responsible for the recruiting, train-
ing and education of Air Force per-
sonnel.   His command includes the 
Air Force Recruiting Service, two 
numbered air forces and Air Univer-
sity.   AETC trains more than 
340,000 students per year and con-
sists of 12 bases, more than 70,600 
active-duty, Reserve, Guard, civil-
ians and contractors, and 1,380 train-
er, fighter and mobility aircraft. 

    Also put on your calendar the Ala-
mo Chapter Christmas party which 
will be held at the Parr Club, Ran-
dolph AFB on December 9 in the 
evening beginning at 6pm.  This 
year we will be in the ballroom.  
More information on this later, but 
be aware that Santa will be there and 
will be looking for good members of 
the Alamo Chapter! 

          Jim Cunningham 
USAR 

provide a source of chemical com-
pounds the body uses to create bio-
chemical components and are used as 
a source of energy to fuel the chemical 
processes associated with sustaining 
life. 

    These nutrients are often referred to 
as non essential nutrients but it is un-
derstood that a source of energy is es-
sential. Nutrition research has also re-
vealed that the body can tolerate the 
presence of a large number of sub-
stances found naturally in food. How-
ever, at some upper level most sub-
stances consumed in foods can exceed 
the body’s capacity to efficiently uti-
lize or eliminate. At these upper levels 
even essential nutrients may become 
toxic and otherwise harmful to body 
processes if intake is continued for a 
long period of time.   

    The knowledge that was gained on 
nutrient requirements has fostered the 
importance of consuming a diet com-
posed of a variety of foods and was 
used to implement public health 
measures such as food fortification. 

    These measures resulted in the de-
crease or elimination of so-called defi-
ciency diseases, improved the health 
and productivity of many individuals 
and increased longevity in many popu-
lations in this country and other coun-
tries around the world. 

John Vanderveen, PhD 
Food and Drug Administration 

Tina Vanderveen PhD 
Public Health Service 

Medical Spotlight 

 Plaque Pic 

Below is a selection of the chapter’s 
certificates and accolades received 
over the past 50 years.  Sincere 
Thanks to Janice Edgerson & Jean 
Truscott for their work in assem-
bling these memories and also for 
the people picture slide show at the 
Anniversary Dinner  
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50th Anniversary Celebration Dinner 
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Benefits of Membership 
of MOAA and the local 

chapter 
 
 Our monthly newsletter, The 
Lariat, which includes a calendar 
of events, is sent to each member 
(or made available on-line), and 
includes both MOAA and Alamo 
Chapter news. Stay informed! 
 
 Monthly luncheons, which 
rotate between the Randolph, Fort 
Sam Houston, and Lackland 
service clubs, feature informative 
speakers and are also open to 
guests. 
 
 Benefit information of all 
kinds is provided through the 
Alamo Chapter. We have an 
experienced Vice President of 
Personal Affairs who can give 
quick answers to your and family 
members’ questions, or who can 
research the more complex issues. 
 
 The opportunity to enjoy the 
camaraderie of meeting fellow 
chapter members and their guests. 
We also plan for various social 
events, open to families and guests. 
In addition, our chapter features a 
singles group called the Solitaires, 
some of who are surviving spouses. 
The Solitaires have a busy social 
calendar. 
 
 Make your voice heard on 
proposed state and national military 
legislation which may affect you 
and your family. Both the Alamo 
Chapter and MOAA national 
welcome your views! 
 
 Enjoy many benefits, 
discounts, and services, to include 
career planning through TOPS (The 
Officer Placement Service). The 
Alamo Chapter also provides 
college scholarships to those who 
qualify.  

Referred by: _____________________________________________________

 The Give Me 10! Campaign Options: 
 
 1.  Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve officers of all services, who are not past or present members of 
MOAA national are eligible for a one year free national and local MOAA (MOAA-AC) membership. 
 
 2.  Retired Officers or Auxiliary (surviving spouses), and lapsed members of MOAA national, can receive a 
2 year membership for $30.00 (The usual yearly membership rate is $31). You will then receive a one year local 
MOAA-AC membership free. 
 
 3. Those already members of MOAA national need to complete this application to receive a 1 year free local 
membership to MOAA-AC. 
 
Normal Dues: MOAA national $31 per year, MOAA local $25.00 (Auxiliary  & email newsletter subscribers $15) 

Membership Application 
(Annual Membership)  

Are you a member of MOAA National? __________ 
 

              Military Officers Association of America 
        Alamo Chapter 

 
Circle Status:  Commissioned & Warrant Officers of all services - Active, Reserves, 

Former, or Retired, National Guard, NOAA, PHS, Surviving Spouse. 
 
 
Name_________________________________________________________________ 
 (Print)   Last                                           First                      MI                         Spouse 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Residence Address                                     City                   State                      Zip 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
          Rank/Grade                                 Service                                 Date of Birth 
 
 
Home phone_______________________Business phone________________________ 
Civilian/Military Occupation______________________________________________ 
Firm/Unit____________________________ E-mail*___________________________ 
 
* May we have your permission to publish this information in the Chapter Membership
Directory? ________ 
(*This directory and your e-mail address are exclusively for the use of the chapter and 
will not be sold or used for any other purpose than chapter communications and/or board 
approved activity.) 
 
 
Would you like to access our monthly newsletter (The Lariat) at our website versus
having a hard copy mailed to you? _______ (Dues reduce to $15 per year). 
 
 
Would you be interested in being active in chapter volunteer activity? _______ 
 
 
   ________________________________________     ____________________ 
                              Signature                                                        Date 
 

CHARITABLE OUTREACH PROGRAM  
Please accept my tax-deductible donation of: $____________ to (check one)                     
Outreach Fund* _______              As designated by the Alamo Chapter ________ 

*a fund for annual college scholarships and other charitable programs and services. 

Send applications to: 
MOAA-AC, P.O. Box 340497, Ft Sam Houston, TX 78234  

For questions please call (210) 228-9955 or e-mail: moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net 
Also visit our chapter’s website at www.alamomoaa.org 

 
 Please feel free to copy and provide this form 
  to prospective members. 9-19-11 



13 The Lariat October 2011 

 

Solitaires 
(Continued from Page 7) 

were miles and miles of white stumps 
from birch trees all across Siberia. Ap-
parently many years ago a disease hit 
birch trees in Europe and Asia. Fir 
trees were not affected. 

    North of Novasibersk is the area 
from which Khrushchev got lumber to 
rebuilt Moscow after the devastation 
of war. Labor came from penal camps 
established by Khrushchev. Siberia 
had three large cities, all on rivers with 
populations of about 1 1/2 million 
each. All had been trading posts and 
with the advent of the Trans Siberian 
Railway blossomed into large metro-
politan centers. They were Irkutsk, 
Novosibersk and Kazan. 

    The cities were beautifully planned 
architecturally. All had numerous 
churches of all denominations.  All 
had abundant coal, gas, minerals, tim-
ber, hydroelectric power, gold, silver, 
nickel, and other minerals necessary 
for commerce and the military. They 
had originally been settled by the Bul-
gars, Turks, and Russians.  

    In the pre and post war days, politi-
cal offenders from both Denmark and 
Russia were sent in exile to Siberia. 
Some were hung, others exiled. As a 
result they had a highly educated cul-
tural and artistic population. All three 
cities had large symphony halls, opera 
houses, and several universities. One 
cultural institution they all had in com-
mon related to weddings. After the 
ceremony the white clad bride, groom 
and wedding party came to the bridge 
over the major river. Here with white 
paint they wrote either the names or 
initials of the couple and the date. 
They also wrote this on a padlock. The 
padlock was fixed to the decoration of 
the bridge and the key was thrown into 
the deep swirling waters. The only 
way they could be divorced was to 
retrieve the key from the river and un-
lock the padlock. The rivers had large 
fountains beatifying the scenery.  

    In Kazan we had a boat trip up the 

Volga River. The Volga is the only 
major river in Siberia which flows 
south. All others flow north. 

    We stopped at Eketerinburg. This is 
where Czar Nicholas and family were 
held hostage. The Red army was ap-
proaching from the west. The White 
army was approaching from the east. 
Lenin gave word to the commander to 
take care of the czar--he did! He got 
them up at midnight, all dressed to "go 
someplace." They were taken to the 
forest and each was summarily execut-
ed and buried in a shallow grave.  
Lenin's brother was in town at the time 
and attempted to return to Moscow. 
However, the guards did not recognize 
him, so they shot him. A few weeks 
later word come from Lenin in Mos-
cow inquiring about his brother. They 
had to concoct some story about why 
he wasn't there.  

    The story of Czar Nicholas and his 
family’s execution leaked out in a bar 
in Leningrad. The executioner bragged 
about his deed. That is how Musco-
vites found out about what had hap-
pened to the Czar and family. Czar 
Nicholas was very religious. He and 
his family were canonized by the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church as martyrs. A 
beautiful church was built in Eketerin-
burg at the site where the Czar had 
been hostage. 

    Moscow had changed since my last 
visit about 15 years ago. The old beau-
tiful architecture of Red Square had 
been refurbished and cleaned up. No 
algae or mold on any building. At 
night Red Square is all lit up with 
small lights. The star on the Fortress is 
outlined in small bulbs. 

    Admission to Red Square use to be 
free. Now there is a fee. Russians were 
the most prolific visitors. We only got 
in to the Armory Museum where all of 
the jewels are kept and the Annuncia-
tion Church where Czars were 
crowned. The subway is unchanged--
steep escalator, and metal statues of all 
occupations in Russia along the plat-
forms. 

    We think we have traffic jams! 
Moscow city streets range from 10 
lanes to 3 all going in the same direc-
tion. At rush hour we were in a bus in 
the center of a six lane road. We ap-
proached a huge intersection all 
crowded with electric street cars, rail 
street cars, buses, and private autos. 
Two policemen were on the periphery 
but were not interceding. On our right 
were two marked lanes. Three cars 
were in them One on the yellow stripe 
and one car on each side. Somehow 
they all crept through the unmarked 
interchange unscathed. 

    In October the Solitaires meet Tues-
day 4 October at Fort Sam Golf Club 
and for Sunday brunch on 23 October 
at Randolph Parr club. 

    All are invited to the meetings and 
activities of the National MOAA Con-
vention on 26-29 October at the Mar-
riott Riverwalk Hotel.  See Page 6 for 
details. 

 

        Col Irene Collier (Ret) 
  ***** 

  If you are a single man or lady 
and like to eat, chat, make new 
friends, experience or provide 
sometimes brief impromptu or 
scheduled interesting demonstra-
tions, talks, or discussions, whether 
you are: visiting the area; active 
duty or retired; widowed or di-
vorced; the SOLITAIRES is the 
group for you. 

 

    This is a wonderful opportunity 
to enjoy camaraderie with other 
single men and ladies whose back-
grounds and experiences are or 
have been with the military. Call 
the office (210) 228-9955 for more 
details 
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 Chapter Events Calendar 

Note: Events bolded are for the general membership and itali-
cized are for staff, though members are always welcome. 

Please call the office for details (210) 228-9955 
Ongoing:  

Cookie Angels delivering items to Warrior & Family Support Cen-
ter  

 

OCTOBER 

  1 Volunteer Hours Due 

  4 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Golf Club 

  6 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

10 Columbus Day - Fly the Flag! 

19 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am 

23 Solitaire’s Sunday Brunch 11 am Randolph Parr 
O Club 

25 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers 
Welcome) 

26-29 MOAA Annual Meeting Marriott Riverwalk 
San Antonio (Free for those currently serving) 

28 TCC Q4 Meeting 

 

DECEMBER 

  1 Volunteer Hours Due 

  1 Annual Chapter Planning Meeting 9am-3pm 
MOAA-AC Office 

  3 Solitaire’s Christmas Potluck at Mavis Cleary’s 
     house 
  7 Pearl Harbor Day 

  9 Chapter Christmas Dinner Dance Randolph Parr 
     O Club 

25 Christmas Day - Fly the Flag! 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

 1 Volunteer Hours Due 

 1  Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Golf Club 

 3  Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

 5  Retiree Appreciation Day Ft Sam Houston 

 8  Election Day 

10 Marine Corps Birthday 

11 Veterans’ Day Ceremony Ft Sam Houston National    
     Cemetery 9:30am.  Fly the Flag! 

16 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am 

17 Board Meeting Randolph Kendrick Club 9am 

17 Annual Business Mtg Luncheon Kendrick Club 
     11am 
24 Thanksgiving - Fly the Flag! 

27 Solitaire’s Sunday Brunch 11 am Randolph Parr O 
Club 

29 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers 
Welcome) 
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VOLUNTEER STAFF: 
PRESIDENT              MAJ James R. Cunningham 
  jimbob48@sbcglobal.net 
EXEC VP Operations LTC Bill Goforth 
   bagoforth@yahoo.com 
VP ADMINISTRATION LtCol Jim Webb 
VP PROGRAMS   (Open) 
VP MEMBERSHIP   LTC Randy Hoff 
  randyhoff106@hotmail.com 
SECRETARY   Col David Patrick 
  dwpatrick01@gmail.com 
TREASURER   Col Vaughn Caudill 
                   vaughn.caudill@us.army.mil 
SCHOLARSHIP        LTC Dan Cummings 
VP PERSONAL AFFAIRS (Open) 
DEPUTY PA Col Stuart Myers 
DEPUTY PA              LtCol Craig Erickson 
VP LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS  Col Al Cote 
DEP LEG AFFAIRS  LtCol Ed LeFebvre 
VP PUBLIC RELATIONS (Open) 
VP LOGISTICS LtCol Fred Koechley   
LEGAL COUNSEL   (Open) 
SOLITAIRES             Mavis Cleary 
CONSULTANT Maj Len Mull 
CONSULTANT Lt George Frecsko 
EDITOR   Col Kerry Green 
ASSISTANT EDITOR Col James Payne 
CHAPLAIN   LTC James Taylor 
PX/VAV/VAC Rep Susie Tolman 
TOPS OFFICER Col David Patrick 
WEB MASTER Col Bill Hudson 
HISTORIAN Col Janice Edgerson 
VOLUNTEER COORD. (Open) 
ADVERTISING COORD.  LtCol David Walker 
AFV SATELLITE COORD. LtCol Ginny Alloway 
DUTY OFFICERS:  Col Irene Collier 
   Col Stuart Myers 
   LtCol Jim Cuskey 
   LtCol Bill Polasek 
   LtCol Ed Waggoner 
    Floaters: LtCol Jim Webb 
                  CWO Barry Martin 

DIRECTORS:  
LTC John Gibbs LTC Jim Finch  
Col Ed McCarthy Col Lisa Skopal  
Col Mac McDonald LtCol Ed Marvin 
Col Frank Rohrbough Mrs. Susie Tolman  

  
DIRECTORS EMERITUS    HONORARY DIRECTORS 
BG George Woodard          Gen Ralph Haines 
BG Robert Herring          Gen William McBride 
 

Statement of Publication 
The Lariat is the newsletter of the Military Officers Associa-
tion of America—Alamo Chapter.  It is published once each 
month to inform the membership of issues and activities of 
interest to all. 
MOAA-AC is a non-profit organization within the state of 
Texas organized to represent the membership and to support 
the activities of  the Texas Council of Chapters and  MOAA 
National. 
Advertising contained in the newsletter is not endorsed by 
the Chapter and does not represent any recommendation to 
the membership.  Opinions expressed in articles contained 
herein are not necessarily those of the membership as a 
whole or  the Chapter.  Questions should be directed to the 
Editor, at the Chapter office.   
 

 MOAA-AC  P.O. Box 340497 San Antonio, TX 78234 
   (210) 228-9955     moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net 

www.alamomoaa.org 

Alamo Chapter 

Receiving The Lariat Online? 
If you would prefer to read your Lariat on-line rather than receive a printed 
copy, send us an email with the subject line as OLLO and we’ll gladly remove 
you from the printed version mailing list. 

    We will notify you by email when the new issue is available for viewing. 

Save paper, save postage, read it sooner, AND with color!! 
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F OR INFORMATION REGARDING 
OUR BY- LAWS,  S TRATEGIC P LAN,   

EVENTS CALENDAR AND PAST 
ISSUES OF THE LARIAT PLEASE 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:  

WW W. A L A M O M O A A. O R G 

Postmaster — please deliver by November 1st 
Time Sensitive Material 

MOAA Annual Meeting 
Oct 27-29, 2011 

Marriott Riverwalk Hotel 
889 E. Market St 

San Antonio, TX 78205 
 

 
Thursday Oct 27 
Career Fair 8am to 3pm (Free) 
 
Friday Oct 28 
Day: MOAA Board, Council & Chapter Meetings 
Eve: Heroes Awards Dinner Knibbe Ranch $75 pp 
(free to those currently serving) 
 
Saturday Oct 29 
8am Congressional Appreciation Breakfast $15pp 
10am MOAA Annual Meeting 
11:30am Chairman’s Lunch $25 pp 
2-4pm Chapter Roundtable 
6:30-9pm Levels of Excellence Dinner $35 pp 
 

Attend all Saturday events $65 pp (free to those 
currently serving) 

See Page 6 for registration form. 
 

Thursday November 17, 2011 
 

Annual Business Meeting 
Luncheon 

Spkr: Gen Edward A. Rice, Jr. 
Cmdr Air Education Training Command Randolph AFB 

 

RAFB Kendrick Club 
Meet & Greet begins 11am  - Lunch served approx 11:45am 

 

Menu (Indicate Choice) 
         A) 6oz Strip Steak                  B) Roman Style Chicken 
         With Peppercorn sauce With Romanesca Sauce 

Garden Salad, Roasted Potatoes, Cinnamon Glazed Carrots 
Dinner Rolls & Butter 
Apple and Pecan Pie 

Water, Coffee & Tea Service and $4.00 per small bottle wine  
 

Cost per person $20 
Enclosed: $______ 

 

RSVP by Noon Monday 14 November 
Reservations not cancelled by noon 15 Tuesday will be billed  

Non member Officers are welcome with paid reservations 

Name__________________________________ 

Guest:__________________________________ 
 Send reservation slip & check made payable to 

 MOAA-AC to P.O. Box 340497, Ft Sam Houston, TX 78234 
Call (210) 228-9955 with any questions.        


