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ters Meeting.  Please be advised that 

the meeting will be at the Randolph 

Kendrick Club at Randolph Air 

Force Base beginning with a busi-

ness meeting for chapter representa-

tives on Friday afternoon, August 

20, and followed by a social event 

on Friday evening.  Saturday morn-

ing will be a workshop for all attend-

ing chapters on "Preparing to Advo-

cate on the Hill in Austin" and a fa-

cilitated discussion on "Chapter Best 

Practices and Helping Chapters De-

velop Membership" conducted by 

the President of the Texas Council of 

Chapters, Ed Stone.  Ed is a gentle-

man who has done so much for 

MOAA at the chapter level, the state 

level and at the national level.  I 

would be honored if as many readers 

as possible could at least make the 

social event on the Friday evening.  

One winner will receive a Seven 

Night at  resort! 

    They are really quite fun, I have 

attended many in the last ten years 

or so and it is great to meet people 

from around the state who have had 

similar experiences to you and of  

(Continued on Page 13) 

President’s Message 

    It’s that time again.  The editor says 

the deadline is here to get another article 

in for the award winning Lariat.  As a 

digression, let me thank our Editor, Ker-

ry Green, and his able assistant, Trish 

Meserve, for the wonderful work they 

continue to do on The Lariat.  It is a very 

professional and nice experience to be 

working with them as they prepare our 

monthly publication. 

    I do hope you enjoyed the Member-

ship Directory in the new format as last 

month’s Lariat  This initiative will allow 

each of you to receive an updated mem-

bership directory on a yearly basis during 

the month that the chapter is ―dark‖. 

    You will note that in July we had no 

social events or other events planned for 

the chapter.  It was a conscious decision 

after much long and hard thought.  We 

would like to hear input from each of the 

members as to your feeling regarding the 

importance of a July meeting.  It would 

be important to hear from you to get your 

opinion on that approach to the manage-

ment of the chapter. 

    That is not to say that your chapter 

leaders were not extremely busy during 

the months of June and July even though 

there was no social meeting.  I can assure 

you the leadership has been working very 

hard in different areas from membership 

to programming to planning. 

    The topic of ―planning‖ offers me a 

nice lead in to a very important an-

nouncement.  Your chapter has been des-

ignated as the host chapter for the August 

2010 quarterly Texas Council of Chap-

Save  

The Date! 

 
Fri August 20 

Cocktails 6pm Dinner 7pm 

Randolph Kendrick Club 

Speaker: John Cully of MOAA 

Travel & Cruises 

Attendees will have a chance to 

Win a 7 Night Resort Stay 

 

Sat August 21 

TCC 3rd Qtr Meeting 

8am-Noon 

Speaker: John Miterko 

Randolph Kendrick Club 

 

Thu September 23 

Oktoberfest PicNic 

Social Hour 5:30pm Meal 6pm 

RAFB Eberle Park 

 

Thu October 21 

Luncheon 

Annual Business Meeting & 

Elections 

Ft Sam Golf Club 

 

Thu Nov 18 

Luncheon 

Speaker: Sig Christensen 

Army Residence Center 

 

Fri Dec 10 

Dinner Dance 

Christmas Party 

Randolph Parr Club 
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Cookie Angels 

Grateful thanks to those who either 

baked and or brought items to the 

wounded soldiers at Ft Sam Houston’s 

Warrior and Family Support Center.      

If you were able to give this month on 

behalf of the Alamo Chapter please call 

Susie at (210) 654-0351, so we may add 

your name to our list. Thank you. 

 

Ruth Balliram 

 Irene Collier 

Frank and Delores DeVille 

Nita Felder 

Susan Filipini 

John Gibbs 

Ed and Sue McCarthy 

Mac & Lori McDonald 

Lolly Orlowski 

Jan Rund 

Susie Tolman 

Dot Wise 

Tom & Evelyn Woods 

Chapter News & Notices  

TAPS 
We received the news that the following 

members have passed away.  We wish to 

convey our sincere condolences and best 

wishes to their family and loved ones:  
 

Burdetta Van Hardeveld 

5/8/2010 

 

Betty Jean Tolsma 

5/16/2010 

 

Col James E. Scheurich USA (Ret) 

5/19/2010 

 

Gladys ―Wallie‖ Bull 

6/3/2010 

 

Myra Ebert 

6/8/2010 

 

Col Howard E. Monroe USA (Ret) 

6/16/2010 

 

LTC William J. Hammond USA (Ret) 

7/1/2010 

 

LTC Warren E. Harvey USA (Ret) 

7/12/2010 

 

Col Leslie E. Shawver USA (Ret) 

7/14/2010 

 

NOTICE 

CHAPTER ANNUAL 

BUSINESS MEETING  

and ELECTIONS 

will be held during the 

monthly luncheon on 

October 21, 2010  

At the Ft Sam 

 Golf Clubhouse  

 

 

 

 

Grateful thanks to the following who 

have kindly donated to the Chapter’s 

Scholarship/Outreach or Operations 

funds. 

Ruth Balliram 

Sharron Crowder 

Col Edgar Marshall, Jr 

Betty Shelton-Mills 

Erna Thompson 

Hedi West 

Business Associate 

 Program 
 

    The following Business Associate(s) 

have generously contributed to the 

MOAA Alamo Chapter enabling us to 

carry on our important mission.  We 

encourage each of you to remember 

these important contributors in you 

business and your daily activities be-

cause we truly appreciate their sup-

port. 

    If your business or organization 

would like to join these much appreci-

ated sponsors as a Business Associate 

of the MOAA Alamo Chapter, please 

contact David Walker at (210) 228-

9955.  Thank you for your considera-

tion. 

 

Spectrum Technologies, Inc 
Contact Don Shrum 

(210) 260-8781 

www.spectrum-tx.com 

Grateful thanks to Don for providing 

continuous back up service for the of-

fice computer 

Chapter Vision 

& 

Mission Statement 
 

Vision: 
To be the primary advocate for the 

military community 

 

 

Mission: 
 To be a major source of infor-

mation, support and social engage-

ment for the membership; 

 

 To provide programs and services 

for the common good of our military 

community; 

 

 To be a powerful voice supporting 

MOAA at the local, state and national 

levels.  
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    While the month of July has been one in which the 

Alamo Chapter has been ―dark‖ in terms of programs, 

your leadership has been deeply involved in several 

different activities. 

    First, I would like to thank Al Cote for representing 

the Alamo Chapter at the annual 4th of July service.  

This is held each year at Ft. Sam Houston National 

Cemetery with guest speakers and the laying of 

wreaths by various veterans’ service organizations 

throughout San Antonio.  Al did the honors this year 

and laid our wreath honoring those who have served 

and those who are now serving this country. 

    Another other big accomplishment that we had this 

month was the publication of the Alamo Chapter direc-

tory as part of The Lariat this year.  This took the ef-

forts of lots of your leadership to pull this together.  

We published it in this manner so as to save money and 

yet get the directory to you.  If you watch future issues 

of the Lariat, we will publish additions and changes to 

the directory during the year.  Everyone, with the ex-

ception of those who receive the Lariat via e-mail, 

should have received a hard copy by now.  The directo-

ry is available to you on our website, Alamo-moaa.org.  

If you will go to the newsletter tab, you will find it un-

der the ―July 2010‖ Lariat. 

    The legislative activity for the 82nd session to begin 

in January is heating up almost on a daily basis.  As 

your Executive Vice President, Vice President – State 

Legislative Affairs – TCC and as the Vice Chairman of 

the Texas Coalition of Veterans Organizations, I am 

working on a continuing basis with the House and Sen-

ate Committees whose charge it is to draft legislation 

related to the military and their families.  Both commit-

tees have already started holding hearing into the inter-

im.  Some of the items that we are putting our attention 

toward are listed below: 

1.  Transferring the 100% property tax reduction for 

100% disabled veterans to their widows and/or eligible 

dependent children.  This will, of course, require a 

change to the Texas Constitution as well as enabling 

legislation.  

Next step:  prepare and present a proposal for a change 

to the Texas Constitution along with enabling legisla-

tion that would allow for the transfer of the benefit to 

surviving spouses and/or minor dependent children of 

100% disabled veterans.  

2.  Adjusting the dollar amount that will be used to re-

duce the appraised value of the principal residence or 

homestead of a veteran disabled less than 100%.  The 

 

current maximum amount is $12,000.  That amount has not 

been changed in recent memory.    

Next step:  prepare and present a proposal to VAMI to begin 

work on determining the change in values to property in Texas 

since the law was enacted, and to adjust the dollar value of 

the exemption to the original percentage when the law was en-

acted.  

    

3.  Re-introduction of legislation to recognize Service Disabled 

Veteran Owned Business (SDVOB) as a category of small 

business with equal standing to State HUB (minority, wom-

en, etc) business enterprises.    

Status:  in the Senate Veterans Affairs and Military Installation 

Interim Report to Lt Gov Dewhurst, under Section Work-

force:  Item 8: Examine how the State can increase opportuni-

ties for businesses owned by disabled veterans or non-profit 

veteran service organizations that run businesses and employ a 

large percentage of disabled veterans.  Offer recommendations 

that would illustrate the State’s support of disabled veteran 

owned and run businesses.  

(Continued on Page 13) 

Exec VP’s Corner 
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LtCol Chris Sheffler USAF 

CDR Brenda Tobey USN (Ret) 

MAJ Emilio Antu USA (Ret) 

MAJ Kenneth Berry USA 

MAJ Fred Dufault USA 

MAJ Joanne Galvin USA 

MAJ Angela Mallory USA 

Maj Michael Lyons USAF (Ret) 

Maj Joseph Lynch USAF (Ret) 

Maj John Markovetz USAF (Ret) 

MAJ Michael Pagotto USA 

LCDR Jay Rigsbee USN 

Maj David Rodriguez USAFR 

LCDR Richard Siar, Jr USN (Ret) 

Maj William Slaughter USAF (Ret) 

MAJ Debra Spencer USA (Ret) 

MAJ John Turner USA 

CPT David Armeson USA 

Capt Marvin Bell USAF (Ret) 

CPT Karla Clarke USA 

Membership Welcome New 

Members  

CPT Steffanie Jebb USA 

Cpt Jerome Kozar USAF (Ret) 

CPT Angelica Laboone USA 

CPT Denise Mann USA (Ret) 

Cpt James Mathias USAF (Ret) 

Cpt Cindy McCullough USAF 

CPT Steven Parker USA 

CPT Leon Richardson USA 

CPT Slade Smith USA 

CPT Valerie Watkins USA 

CPT Ronald Woodbury USA 

1Lt Ruth McIntosh USAF (Ret) 

1LT Sean Spencer USA 

1LT Jacob Vincent 

2LT Keith Hopkins USA 

CW4 Willaim Soeth USA (Ret) 

Mrs Sara List 

Mrs Roberta Love 

Mrs Mary McClain 

Mrs Mary Elizabeth McDonough 

Alamo Chapter Membership
As of: July 20, 2010

850

900

950

1000

1050

1100

1150

1200

1250

1300

1350

1400

1450

1500

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Months

Goal

2009

Active    296

Aux        244

Retired   618

Total     1158

2010

MG George Lampe USAF (Ret) 

MG Bruce Smith USAF (Ret) 

Col Bruce Creller USAF (Ret) 

COL Angelo DeGuttadauro USA (Ret) 

Col Al Hockaday USAF (Ret) 

COL Richard Lantry USA (Ret) 

Col Thomas Lanum USAF (Ret) 

CPT Robert Lynch USN (Ret) 

Col George McCall USAF (Ret) 

COL Douglas McCary USA (Ret) 

COL Nickey McCasland USA (Ret) 

COL Michael McConnell USA (Ret) 

Col Donald McCurnin USAF (Ret) 

COL JoAnne McElliott USA 

Col Donald Miller USAFR (Ret) 

COL David Mulave USA (Ret) 

Col Thomas Spruiell USAF (Ret) 

COL Manuel Torres USA (Ret) 

Col Jai Yang USAF (Ret) 

LTC Carla Bogenhagen USAGR 

LTC Jerry Gonzales USA (Ret) 

LTC KS Harrison USA (Ret) 

LTC Loretta Henderson USAFR (Ret) 

LtCol Sandra Kramer USAF (Ret) 

LTC Paul Loveless USA (Ret) 

LTC Lawrance Maul USA (Ret) 

LtCol David Marshall USAF (Ret) 

LTC Gretchen Mayes USA (Ret) 

LTC Denver McClendon USA (Ret) 

LTC Jeffrey McCollum USA (Ret) 

LTC Richard McKinstry USA (Ret) 

LTC John McMahan USA 

LTC DeFelice Rocco USAF (Ret) 

LtCol Winston Shaffer USAF 
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1/6/2009) Cosponsors (147) 

Committees: House Armed Services 

Latest Major Action: 1/30/2009 Re-

ferred to House subcommittee. Status: 

Referred to the Subcommittee on Mili-

tary Personnel. 

S.644: National Guard and 

Reserve Retired Pay Equity Act of 

2009. A bill to amend title 10, United 

States Code, to include service after 

September 11, 2001, as service quali-

fying for the determination of a re-

duced eligibility age for receipt of 

non-regular service retired pay. 

Sponsor: Sen Chambliss, Saxby [GA] 

(introduced 3/19/2009)      Cosponsors 

(13)    Companion Bill H.R.208          

Related Bill S.831 

Committees: Senate Armed Services 

Latest Major Action: 3/19/2009 Re-

ferred to Senate committee. Status: 

Read twice and referred to the Com-

mittee on Armed Services. 

Again, a call to your Representative or 

Senators Cornyn and Hutchison would 

be warranted. 

Another issue in the Congress 

is that of granting VA benefits to Na-

tional Guardsmen and Reservists who 

served to retirement, but who did not 

have enough active duty time to quali-

fy for VA Benefits.  These two bills, in 

the House and the Senate are awaiting 

action. 

S.1780 -- Honor America's 

Guard-Reserve Retirees Act and 

HR3787  The Senate bill was intro-

duced by Senators Lincoln, Hutchison 

and Snowe and the House version was 

introduced by representative Tim 

Walez of Maine and is co-sponsored 

by Texas Representatives Gonzales, 

Ortiz and Rodriguez.  The bills say the 

following: 

Deems as active duty service, 

for purposes of benefits provided 

through the Department of Veterans 

Affairs (VA), service of a person 

(Continued on Page 6) 

    This has not been a slow month leg-

islatively.  Many things have been go-

ing on at the Federal level and many 

other things in preparation of the 82nd 

Session of the Texas Legislature be-

ginning in 2011.  In these troubled 

times, it is imperative that you as 

members of the Alamo Chapter and of 

the greater military community help 

support legislation that will aid and 

assist the active military, National 

Guard, Reserve, veterans and their 

families.  We all have the common 

link of having served the country 

through our military and we must con-

tinue to band together in a non-

partisan manner to get things done for 

ourselves and our brethren.  This may 

take the form of calling your repre-

sentative and making your views 

known, e-mailing them, attending 

town meeting, etc.  I will cover both 

State and Federal issues in this issue 

and will continue this as the year con-

tinues.  First to the Federal issues. 

    At the time of printing, the legisla-

tion for Concurrent Receipt had been 

stripped from the jobs bill and did not 

pass the Senate.  National MOAA had 

been encouraged about prospects for 

near-term concurrent receipt progress 

when this week's arrival of newly-

appointed Sen. Carte Goodwin (D-

WV) provided the 60 votes needed for 

Senate passage of H.R. 4213, the 

American Jobs and Closing Tax Loop-

holes Act of 2010.  

    Already passed by the House, the 

legislation included President Obama's 

proposal to phase-out the disability 

offset to military retired pay for se-

verely disabled medical retirees.  

    But last-minute negotiations to nail 

down the necessary votes led to re-

moval of all provisions - including the 

concurrent receipt fix - other than the 

extension of federal unemployment 

benefits through November 30.  

    The concurrent receipt language 

would have phased out the offset for 

all Chapter 61 (medical) retirees, re-

gardless of years of service, whether 

the disability was combat-related or 

not.  

    H.R. 4213 provided a golden oppor-

tunity for further concurrent receipt 

progress, and its removal on the eve of 

passage is yet another bitter disap-

pointment on the road to winning fair 

treatment for all disabled retirees. But 

it still doesn't rule out progress this 

year.  

    MOAA is working with Senate Ma-

jority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV), the 

long-standing concurrent receipt 

champion, to introduce the same pro-

vision as an amendment to the 2011 

defense authorization bill, which the 

Senate is expected to take up in Sep-

tember.  

    It in imperative that our members 

contact our senators Cornyn and 

Hutchison as well as our individual 

Representatives and ask them to sup-

port Concurrent Receipt if it does in-

deed become part of the Defense Au-

thorization bill. 

    Another area that National MOAA 

has been pushing in congress is parity 

for retirement purposes, time served in 

deployment of Guardsmen and Re-

servists from 9/11 to 2008.  These mil-

itary members have not been credited 

that time for service.  Bills presently in 

Congress to correct these issues are: 

H.R.208: National Guards-

men and Reservists Parity for Patriots 

Act to amend title 10, United States 

Code, to ensure that members of the 

reserve components of the Armed 

Forces who have served on active duty 

or performed active service since Sep-

tember 11, 2001, in support of a con-

tingency operation or in other emer-

gency situations receive credit for such 

service in determining eligibility for 

early receipt of non-regular service 

retired pay, and for other purposes. 

Companion Bill S.644.  Sponsor: Rep 

Wilson, Joe [SC-2] (introduced 

State & Federal Legislative Affairs 
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Legislative Affairs 
(Continued from Page 5) 

entitled to retired pay for nonregular 

(reserve) service or, but for age, would 

be so entitled. 

    At the State Legislative side, the 

following issues have come forward 

and steps that we are taking to get 

them passed into legislation: 

1.  Transferring the 100% 

property tax reduction for 100% disa-

bled veterans to their widows and/or 

eligible dependent children.  This will, 

of course, require a change to the Tex-

as Constitution as well as enabling 

legislation.  

Next step:  prepare and present a pro-

posal for a change to the Texas Consti-

tution along with enabling legislation 

that would allow for the transfer of the 

benefit to surviving spouses 

and/or minor dependent children of 

100% disabled veterans.  

2.  Adjusting the dollar 

amount that will be used to reduce the 

appraised value of the princi-

pal residence/homestead of a veteran 

disabled less than 100%.  The current 

maximum amount is $12,000.  That 

amount has not been changed in recent 

memory.    

Next step:  prepare and present a pro-

posal to VAMI to begin work on deter-

mining the change in values to proper-

ty in Texas since the law was enacted, 

and to adjust the dollar value of 

the exemption to the original percent-

age when the law was enacted.  

    

3.  Re-introduction of legislation to 

recognize Service Disabled Veteran 

Owned Business (SDVOB) as a cate-

gory of small business with equal 

standing to State HUB (minority, 

women, etc) business enterprises.    

Status:  in the Senate Veterans Affairs 

and Military Installation Interim Re-

port to Lt Gov Dewhurst, under Sec-

tion Workforce:  Item 8: Examine how 

the State can increase opportunities 

for businesses owned by disabled vet-

erans or non-profit veteran service 

    

Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy 
   

    Often an ulcer or wound seems to 

resist all therapy.  Antibiotics, wet 

packs, light therapy, powders, rest - 

nothing seems to work.  Hyperbaric 

oxygen is being used to promote heal-

ing and fight infection.  It has long 

been used to treat scuba and deep sea 

divers who experience decompression 

sickness commonly known as "The 

Bends".  

  

     Hyperbaric oxygen therapy in-

volves breathing pure oxygen in a 

pressurized room in order to increase 

the amount of oxygen in the 

blood.  Atmospheric pressure in a hy-

perbaric oxygen therapy room can be 

raised to three times higher than nor-

mal. 

   

    This increases oxygen in the blood 

and allows the lungs to take in more 

oxygen than possible when breathing 

pure oxygen at normal atmospheric 

pressure.  Hence more oxygen reaches 

organs and tissues.  The oxygen rich 

blood stimulates the body to release 

growth factors and stem cells, pro-

motes healing and fights infection. 

   

     So, when would you use hyperbar-

ic oxygen therapy?  Some of the medi-

cal conditions where it is effective are 

carbon monoxide poisoning, decom-

pression sickness,  or air bubbles in 

arteries (arterial gas embolism), 

wounds that won't heal due to diabe-

tes, radiation injury, crash injuries, 

gangrene, brain abscess, burns and 

skin grafts or skin flaps at risk of tis-

sue death.  

  

Adapted from :  Mayo Clinic Health 

Letter, July 2010 

 

Col Irene Collier (Ret) 

       Medical Minute 

Solitaires  

    If you are a single man or lady and like to 

eat, chat, make new friends, experience or 

provide sometimes brief impromptu or 

scheduled interesting demonstrations, talks, 

or discussions, whether you are: visiting the 

area; active duty or retired; widowed or 

divorced; the SOLITAIRES is the group for 

you. 

    This is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy 

camaraderie with other single men and la-

dies whose backgrounds and experiences are 

or have been with the military. Call the of-

fice (210) 228-9955 for more details 

organizations that run businesses and 

employ a large percentage of disabled 

veterans.  Offer recommendations 

that would illustrate the State’s sup-

port of disabled veteran owned and 

run businesses.  

4.  Expand, streamline, and 

simplify the military voting bill pro-

cess for men and women in uni-

form serving overseas, under seas, and 

on temporary duty in the Continental 

USA.  

Status:  in the Senate Veterans Affairs 

and Military Installations Interim Re-

port to Lt Gov Dewhurst, under Sec-

tion Other: Item 11: Assess the suc-

cessfulness of the military voting pi-

lot program including benefits and 

costs.  Provide recommendations to 

implement a permanent statewide pro-

gram.   

    Another major issue that has come 

out of the Governors interim charges is 

one for the House and Senate commit-

tees to look at establishing a single 

point of contact for Veterans and their 

families to go to for assistance.  Hear-

ings have been held on this issue in 

both the House and Senate committees 

and it appears that legislation will be 

introduced for the Texas Veterans 

Commission in conjunction with Mili-

tary 211 to develop such a system. 

    I am sure that other issues will be 

coming up before the session begins in 

January 2011 and I will keep you ad-

vised of them. 

 Maj Jim Cunningham (Ret) 
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                   Solitaires 

 

  

 

    Solitaires are on a summer schedule, 

same as the MOAA Alamo Chapter.  No 

Sunday brunches until September.  Both 

clubs at Randolph have discontinued 

Sunday brunches until fall.  We met on 6 

July at the Fort Sam Golf Club.   Our 

program was a history lesson by Colonel 

Collier:  Battle of Gettysburg - Lincoln's 

Address, and the role of the battle in the 

framework of the Civil War. 

    

    About all most of us remember about 

Gettysburg was that Lincoln gave a two 

minute address that has gone down 

in history as one of the finest crafted 

speeches of all time.  Lincoln's goal in 

the Civil War was to keep the union to-

gether.  He was a historian and a great 

admirer of the brilliant far sighted 

men who created the Declaration of In-

dependence establishing a new nation-

under God.   Now the dissention was so 

great between North and the South that it 

threatened to split the union into two 

parts.   

 

    He was determined it would not hap-

pen on his watch. Although he did not 

condone slavery, he felt it would resolve 

itself given time.  His Emancipation 

Proclamation in 1864 was a two part 

executive order.  It was mostly to placate 

the restless North.  Neither side really 

wanted the war and thought it would be 

over in a couple of months. 

As time went on, both sides be-

came unhappy with the way he was con-

ducting the war.   

  

    Gettysburg was not the chosen site by 

either General Lee or Mead.  Mead told 

his generals--do not engage in battle un-

til I tell you.  One of his independent 

minded generals took it upon himself to 

engage in early conflict with a Confeder-

ate group he encountered.  Thus the Bat-

tle of Gettysburg started.  The first day 

went to the Confederates.  The second 

day of battle was a draw. The third 

day the Union was victori-

ous.  The losses on both sides were 

huge and both sides were exhausted. 

They were ready to quit. Lee retreat-

ed to Richmond and Mead to the 

Potomac. They left behind their 

wounded, 7000 dead and 5000 dead 

horses for the local population to 

take care of. 

   

    The people in the area equally 

took care of all wounded--Union and 

Confederate alike.  Many died of 

infections. They had no supplies.    

As an anesthetic they plied the sol-

dier with alcohol as they cut off his 

leg.  Some tried to go home if possi-

ble.    A National Cemetery was cre-

ated to bury the dead.   

  

    Each year on 3 July the Battle of 

Gettysburg is re-enacted by local 

citizens.  Gettysburg will long be 

remembered for Lin-

coln's Gettysburg address and for its 

impact as the turning point of the 

war.  The Confederates were out of 

men, money, supplies, food and ex-

hausted.  Rather than lose any more 

lives Lee surrendered to Grant 

at Appomattox Court House on 9 

April 1865. There had been four 

years of bitter conflict, 630,000 

deaths, and millions of casualties, 

but the Union had been preserved. 

(Adapted from: "They Met at Get-

tysburg" by Edward J Stack-

pole.  Handouts from Gettysburg 

Museum). 

  

    Our event for the month was the 

dinner theater on 15 July at the Har-

lequin. On 3 August we will meet 

again at the Fort Sam Golf Club.  

Our guest speaker will be LTC John 

Gibbs on the subject of travel.  No 

other meetings until September. 

 

 Col Irene Collier (Ret) 

 

    "Give Me Ten" recruiting statistics 

released last week by MOAA national 

show that from 1 Jan '10 - 23 Jul '10, 

the Alamo Chapter (MOAA-AC) is 

one of the fastest growing in the nation 

with 1158 members. 

     Of the 210 chapters which recruited 

new members, MOAA-AC is ranked 

number 8 in the nation and number 

one in the state of Texas.  67 of the 98 

new members in Texas came from 

MOAA-AC. 

     MOAA-AC receives funds from 

MOAA national for these "Give Me 

Ten" members and Life Membership 

conversions.  The money, which has 

been over $5000.00 in the last two cal-

endar years, helps support both the 

MOAA-AC scholarship fund and the 

wounded warriors. 

     Please use the membership applica-

tion found in this issue to sign up a 

new member for MOAA-AC.  The 

application can be reproduced and 

should be mailed to or dropped off 

at our MOAA-AC office at Ft Sam for 

processing. 

     If you choose to convert your annu-

al MOAA national membership to a 

"Life" membership please call 1 (800) 

234-6622.  Tell them you are a mem-

ber of MOAA-AC and you will re-

ceive a 10% discount. 

     Thanks for the continued support of 

all who help with our recruiting ef-

forts. 

    A special thanks to LtCol Ed 

Marvin, Maj Jim Cunningham, Col 

David Patrick, Col Kerry Green, Col 

Al Cote, Maj Len Mull, LtCol Cheryl 

Smith, LTC Jim Finch, Mrs Mavis 

Cleary and the Solitaires.  

 

LTC Randy Hoff (Ret) 

Alamo Chapter 

Continues To Grow 
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 The Texas Veterans Scratch Off Lottery Ticket program that was passed by the 

legislature in 2009 and signed by Governor Rick Perry.  The first tickets hit the 

sales locations on 11 November 2009 (Veterans Day).  They continue to be sold at 

stores and service stations. 

    The Texas Veterans Commission is responsible for the stewardship of the funds 

that are generated by Lottery ticket sales.  The money is used to assist needy veter-

ans of all wars, active service members, and their families.  For example, money 

has gone to help homeless veterans; veterans who need help with food for their 

families; transportation to VA or Military hospitals for treatment, to name just a 

few. 

    Texas has 1.7 million veterans.  Thankfully many of them do not need assis-

tance.  However, there are, all too frequently, situations that require immediate as-

sistance.  For example, a WWII veteran passed away and his widow did not have 

the funds to pay for a decent burial.  Also, a young woman veteran of Iraq returned 

from deployment to discover that her husband had left their two children with 

neighbors and disappeared.  She and the two children were living in a pickup truck 

with no money for food!  These are but two of many situations that confront some 

veterans on a daily basis.  They need help and they need it at once! 

    To date the Texas Veterans Commission has provided over Five Million Dollars 

of Texas Veterans Lottery generated funds to help those with dire needs.  Secondly, 

we need your help to highlight the Texas Veterans Lottery program by speaking 

with your family members, friends, and neighbors about the program and making 

sure that all Texans are aware of it and its noteworthy purpose. 

    TVC asks that you visit your local service station, grocery store, or wherever you 

purchase lottery tickets and check to see if they sell the Texas Veterans scratch off 

lottery tickets.  In case they do not, request them to consider doing so in the imme-

diate future.  Your actions will enlighten many Texans who probably are not aware 

of the program or its aims but will gladly support it once informed. 

    The following link will take you to the Scratch-Off Game and Store Locator 

page on the Texas Lottery’s website.  You can search for a game by city or zip 

code.  

 http://www.txlottery.org/opencms/Games/Scratch_Offs/Retailer_Locator.jsp 

    There is no better way to show our appreciation for the service our veterans have 

provided than to support the Veterans Lottery, which generates funds for those vet-
erans in need.  Thank you all very much from all of us, and more importantly, from 

all the deserving veterans who call the great state of Texas home! 

 

Elections 

 

    It’s that time 

again.  Every two 

years your Alamo 

Chapter looks for 

nominations for 

leaders to take the 

Chapter into the 

future. 

    There are some exciting and try-

ing times coming for the Chapter in 

the form of advocating for legisla-

tion that will take better care of our 

Active Duty, Guard, Re-serve, hav-

ing served, Veterans and their 

fami-lies. 

 

    Additionally, in 2011, the Alamo 

Chapter will reach a milestone for 

its 50th year of being Chartered by 

the National MOAA and we will 

also be the host of the Annual 

Meeting of National MOAA in Oc-

tober 2011. 

 

    We would like for you to be a 

part of it and we need good leaders 

to move us forward. If you would 

like to be part of that challenge and 

opportunity, we would ask you to 

nomi-nate yourself to our nomina-

tion committee by e-mailing Jack 

Neal at jneal38@aol.com. 

 

    Positions open for nomination 

are: 

President 

Executive Vice President 

Vice President Administration 

Vice President Membership 

Vice President Programs 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

 

    Questions may be directed to Ed 

Marvin at 210-771-1177 or Jim 

Cunningham at 210-416-0502 

Scratch Off Lottery Tickets 

http://www.txlottery.org/opencms/Games/Scratch_Offs/Retailer_Locator.jsp
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 Solitaire’s Pot Luck Luncheon 
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Benefits of Membership 

of MOAA and the local 

chapter 
 

 Our monthly newsletter, The 

Lariat, which includes a calendar 
of events, is sent to each member 

(or made available on-line), and 

includes both MOAA and Alamo 

Chapter news. Stay informed! 

 

 Monthly luncheons, which 

rotate between the Randolph, Fort 

Sam Houston, and Lackland 

service clubs, feature informative 

speakers and are also open to 

guests. 
 

 Benefit information of all 

kinds is provided through the 

Alamo Chapter. We have an 

experienced Vice President of 

Personal Affairs who can give 

quick answers to your and family 

members’ questions, or who can 

research the more complex issues. 

 

 The opportunity to enjoy the 

camaraderie of meeting fellow 
chapter members and their guests. 

We also plan for various social 

events, open to families and guests. 

In addition, our chapter features a 

singles group called the Solitaires, 

some of who are surviving spouses. 

The Solitaires have a busy social 

calendar. 

 

 Make your voice heard on 

proposed state and national military 
legislation which may affect you 

and your family. Both the Alamo 

Chapter and MOAA national 

welcome your views! 

 

 Enjoy many benefits, 

discounts, and services, to include 

career planning. The Alamo 

Chapter also provides college 

scholarships to those who qualify. 

MOAA Travel helps you plan that 
great getaway, and is available for 

members. 

Referred by: _____________________________________________________ 

 

 The Give Me 10! Campaign Options: 
 
 1.  Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve officers of all services, who are not past or present members of 
MOAA national are eligible for a one year free national and local MOAA (MOAA-AC) membership. 
 
 2.  Retired Officers, Auxiliary (surviving spouses), and lapsed members of MOAA national, can receive a 2 

year membership for $28.00 (The usual annual membership rate is $31). You will then receive a one year local 

MOAA-AC membership free. 
 
 3. Those already members of MOAA national need to complete this application to receive a 1 year free local 

membership to MOAA-AC. 

 
Normal Dues: MOAA national $31 per year, MOAA local $25.00, 

$15 if receive electronic newsletter, Auxiliary $15 
 

Membership Application 
(Annual Membership)  

Are you a member of MOAA National? __________ 
 

              Military Officers Association of America 

        Alamo Chapter 
 

Circle Status:  Commissioned & Warrant Officers of all services - Active, Reserves, former, or Retired, 
National Guard, NOAA, PHS, Surviving Spouse. 
 
 
Name_________________________________________________________________ 
 (Print)   Last                                           First                      MI                         Spouse 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Residence Address                                     City                   State                      Zip 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
          Rank/Grade                                 Service                                 Date of Birth 
 
 
Home phone_______________________Business phone________________________ 
Civilian/Military Occupation______________________________________________ 
Firm/Unit____________________________ E-mail*___________________________ 
 
* May we have your permission to publish this information in the Chapter Membership 
Directory? ________ 
(*This directory and your e-mail address are exclusively for the use of the chapter and 
will not be sold or used for any other purpose than chapter communications and/or board 
approved activity.) 
 
 
Would you like to access our monthly newsletter (The Lariat) at our website versus 
having a hard copy mailed to you? _______ (Dues reduce to $15 per year). 
 
 
Would you be interested in being active in chapter volunteer activity? _______ 
 
 
   ________________________________________     ____________________ 
                              Signature                                                        Date 
 

CHARITABLE OUTREACH PROGRAM  
Please accept my tax-deductible donation of: $____________ to (check one)                     
#  Outreach Fund _______              As designated by the Alamo Chapter ________ 

#  a fund for a yearly college scholarship and other charitable programs and services. 

Send applications to: 

MOAA-AC, P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, Tx 78208-0037 
 
For questions please call (210) 228-9955 or e-mail: moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net 

Also visit our chapter’s website at www.alamomoaa.org 
 

 Please feel free to copy and provide this form 
  to prospective members. 07-22-10 
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Exec VP’s Corner 
(Continued from Page 3) 

4.  Expand, streamline, and simplify 

the military voting bill process for men 

and women in uniform serving over-

seas, under seas, and on temporary 

duty in the Continental USA.  

Status:  in the Senate Veterans Affairs 

and Military Installations Interim Re-

port to Lt Gov Dewhurst, under Sec-

tion Other: Item 11: Assess the suc-

cessfulness of the military voting pi-

lot program including benefits and 

costs.  Provide recommendations to 

implement a permanent statewide pro-

gram. 

    There are other items which will 

come up as we move into the session 

and they will be evaluated and sup-

ported if they enhance the benefits and 

needs of our military and their fami-

lies.  With the current deficit, we will 

have our hands full holding on to the 

benefits that are now in place while at 

the same time trying to enhance and 

add to those that are now there.  Be 

assured that I will keep all advised of 

changes and items that we can support 

as time goes on this next year. 

    As part of the preparation for the 

82nd session, the Texas Council of 

Chapters – MOAA is holding their 

President’s Message 
(Continued from Page 1) 

course share your love of country and 

your love of the organization. 

    As mentioned we have been very 

active in planning because we 

likewise have been honored to host the 

MOAA Annual meeting in October 

2011 in our fine city.  Keep that on 

your calendar because it will also be 

the chapter’s Annual Business Meet-

ing and we would love to have as 

many annual MOAA Alamo chapter 

members attend the various meetings 

and events that are being planned. 

    Continuing on with a very active 

summer, we have been advised by our 

Treasurer, Col Vaughn Caudill that 

because of other extremely pressing 

responsibilities, namely high responsi-

bility in the Comptroller’s department 

of the new 502 Air Base Wing organi-

zation, Vaughn will need to leave ac-

tive involvement in our chapter.  If any 

of you have an interest in serving as 

the chapter Treasurer I am convinced 

that our nomination committee would 

love to hear from you. 

    Speaking of the nomination com-

mittee let me publicly say that we have 

a great committee working to present 

to you candidates to lead your chapter.  

The candidates nominated will appear 

in future issues of The Lariat.  There is 

still time to let our nomination com-

mittee know.  The committee is head-

ed by Col Jack Neal and ably assisted 

by Col Jack Downey, and Col John 

Bandy.  They are great chapter leaders 

who step up when we need them and I 

want to thank each of them for work-

ing so hard at the diligent task of 

providing each of you members a lead-

ership cadre that can take your chapter 

forward. 

    I couldn’t be more excited to inform 

each of you loyal members who have 

served the chapter so diligently that I 

have been nominated for a position on 

the national MOAA Board of Direc-

tors.  In that regard, I would certainly 

appreciate your vote when it is offered 

in the Military Officer magazine in 

August. 

quarterly meeting at Randolph AFB 

on August 20 and 21.  During that 

meeting plans will be put in place to 

―Advocate on the Hill‖, only this will 

be at the Texas Legislature in Austin.  

As hosts of this quarterly meeting, 

the Alamo Chapter encourages all of 

its member who can, to join us that 

Friday evening for a supper meal at 

Randolph and then to attend the busi-

ness session on Saturday morning 

where this planning will be taking 

place.  Details are in this months 

Lariat.   

    John Miterko, the legislative direc-

tor for the Texas Coalition of Veter-

ans Organizations and past National 

and state legislative liaison for the 

Vietnam Veterans of America, will 

be a speaker at the Saturday meeting.  

We would encourage all of you to 

attend and also participate in the ad-

vocacy in February at the capital. 

    I want to also let you all know that 

the National MOAA has selected San 

Antonio to be the site of its 2011 An-

nual Meeting.  This will be held in 

October 2011.  We have been in 

meetings with the MOAA staff to 

begin the planning and will advise 

you as more details are available.  

Part of the planning is also including 

the fact that 2011 will be the 50th 

anniversary of the Chartering of the 

Alamo Chapter as a Chapter of Na-

tional MOAA.  Needless to say, we 

will be asking for volunteers to help 

us facilitate this as it approaches.   

 MAJ Jim Cunningham (Ret) 

 

    Well, that is it for now.  Thank you 

for your continued membership and 

for your service to your country.  God 

bless you and God Bless America!  

      LtCol Ed Marvin (Ret) 
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 Chapter Events Calendar 

Note: Events bolded are for the general membership and itali-

cized are for staff, though members are always welcome. 

Please call the office for details (210) 228-9955 

Ongoing:  

Cookie Angels delivering items to Warrior & Family Support Cen-

ter  

SEPTEMBER 

1 Volunteer Hours Due 

 2 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

 6 Labor Day – Fly the Flag! 

 7 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Golf Club 

11 Patriot Day – Fly the Flag! 

15 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am 

18 POW/MIA Recognition Day 

23 Chapter PicNic Oktoberfest 5:30pm Eberle Park 

Randolph AFB 

26  Solitaire’s Brunch 11am Randolph AFB 

28 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers 

Welcome) 

AUGUST 

 1 Volunteer Hours Due 

 3 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Golf Club 

 5 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

10 Health Care Advisory Council Meeting  11:30am Lo-

cation TBD 

14 Victory in Japan Day 

17 Board Meeting 1-3pm Chapter Office 

18 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am 

20 Chapter Dinner Meeting Randolph AFB Kendrick 

Club (Time) 

21 TCC Q3 Meeting Randolph AFB Kendrick Club 

(Time) 

28 Draft Budget Due 

31 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers 

Welcome) 

OCTOBER 

 

 1 Volunteer Hours Due 

 5 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Golf Club 

 7 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

11 Columbus Day - Fly the Flag! 

20 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am 

21 Board Meeting 9:30am Ft Sam Golf Club 

21 Annual Business Meeting Luncheon Ft Sam Golf 

Club 

24 Solitaire’s Brunch 11am RAFB Kendrick Club 

26 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers 

Welcome)  

NOVEMBER 

 

1 Volunteer Hours Due 

2 Election Day - Fly the Flag! 

2 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Golf Club   

4 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

10 Marine Corps Birthday 

10 Health Care Advisory Council Meeting  11:30am Lo-

cation TBD 

11 Veterans’ Day - Fly the Flag! 

11 Veterans’ Day Ceremony Ft Sam Houston Nation-

al Cemetery 9:30am 

17  Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am 

18 Chapter Luncheon ARC Auditorium 

25 Thanksgiving - Fly the Flag! 

28 Solitaire’s Brunch 11 am RAFB Kendrick Club 

30 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers 

Welcome) 
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VOLUNTEER STAFF: 

PRESIDENT  LtCol Edward L. Marvin 

  elmarv@swbell.net 

EXEC VP Operations MAJ James R. Cunningham 
  jimbob48@sbcglobal.net 

VP Administration     (Open) 

VP PROGRAMS   (Open) 
VP MEMBERSHIP   LTC Randy Hoff 

  randyhoff106@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY   Col David Patrick 
  dwpatrick01@gmail.com 

TREASURER   Col Vaughn Caudill 

                   vaughn.caudill@us.army.mil 
SCHOLARSHIP        LTC Dan Cummings 

VP PERSONAL AFFAIRS Col Dave Padden 

DEPUTY PA Col Stuart Myers 
DEPUTY PA              LtCol Craig Erickson 

VP LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS  Col Al Cote 

DEP LEG AFFAIRS  LtCol Ed LeFebvre 
VP PUBLIC RELATIONS  LtCol Cheryl Smith 

VP LOGISTICS LtCol Fred Koechley   
LEGAL COUNSEL   (Open) 

SOLITAIRES             Mavis Cleary 

CONSULTANT Maj Len Mull 
EDITOR   Col Kerry Green 

ASSISTANT EDITOR Col James Payne 

CHAPLAIN   LTC James Taylor 
PX/VAV/VAC Rep Susie Tolman 

TOPS OFFICER Col David Patrick 

WEB MASTER Col Bill Hudson 
HISTORIAN Col Janice Edgerson 

VOLUNTEER COORD.  Col Dale Vande Hey 

ADVERTISING COORD.  LtCol David Walker 
AFV SATELLITE COORD. LtCol Ginny Alloway 

DUTY OFFICERS:  Col Irene Collier 

   Col Stuart Myers 
   LtCol Bill Polasek 

   LtCol Ed Waggoner 

    LT George Frecsko 
                    Floaters: LtCol Jim Webb 

                  CWO Barry Martin 

DIRECTORS:  

BG Robert Herring  LTC Jim Finch  

Col Ed McCarthy LTC John Gibbs 

Col Mac McDonald LTC Bill Goforth 
Col Frank Rohrbough LTC Sumner Hudson 

LTC Harry Carpenter Mrs. Susie Tolman  

  
DIRECTORS EMERITUS    HONORARY DIRECTORS 

BG George Woodard          Gen Ralph Haines 

           Gen William McBride 

 

 

Statement of Publication 
The Lariat is the newsletter of the Military Officers Associa-

tion of America—Alamo Chapter.  It is published once each 

month to inform the membership of issues and activities of 

interest to all. 

MOAA-AC is a non-profit organization within the state of 

Texas organized to represent the membership and to support 

the activities of  the Texas Council of Chapters and  MOAA 

National. 

Advertising contained in the newsletter is not endorsed by 

the Chapter and does not represent any recommendation to 

the membership.  Opinions expressed in articles contained 

herein are not necessarily those of the membership as a 

whole or  the Chapter.  Questions should be directed to the 

Editor, at the Chapter office.   

 MOAA-AC  P.O. Box 8037 San Antonio, TX 78208 

   (210) 228-9955     moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net 

Alamo Chapter 

Receiving The Lariat Online? 
If you would prefer to read your Lariat on-line rather than receive a printed 

copy, send us an email with the subject line as OLLO and we’ll gladly remove 

you from the printed version mailing list. 

    We will notify you by email when the new issue is available for viewing. 

Save paper, save postage, read it sooner, AND with color!! 
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San Antonio, Texas 

Permit No. 1553 

The Lariat 

2007 National Award Winning Newsletter 

P.O. Box 8037 
San Antonio, TX 78208-0037 

Phone: 210-228-9955 

M ILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 

ALAMO CHAPTER 

MISSION STATEMENT 
TO BE A MAJOR SOURCE OF INFORMATION, 

SUPPORT AND SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT FOR THE 
MEMBERSHIP; 

 TO PROVIDE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES FOR THE 
COMMON GOOD OF OUR MILITARY COMMUNITY; 

 AND TO BE A POWERFUL VOICE SUPPORTING 
MOAA AT THE LOCAL, STATE AND NATIONAL 

LEVELS.  

W E ’RE  ON  THE  W EB :  

WWW . ALAMOMOAA . ORG  

Postmaster — please deliver by August 5th  

Time Sensitive Material 

       Friday August 20th, 2010 
 

Chapter Dinner 

Randolph AFB Kendrick Club 

Speaker: Col John Cully 

MOAA Travel & Cruises 
 

Social Hour with No Host bar begins 6pm 

Buffet Dinner served approx 7pm 

 

Buffet Menu 
Sliced London Broil or Chicken Marsala 

Rice Pilaf, Green Beans Almondine 

Fresh Green Salad with vinaigrette or ranch dressing  

Rosemary Red Skinned Potatoes, Rolls & Butter 

Chocolate Layer Cake or Peach Cobbler 

Coffee & Tea Service 

 

Cost: $22 per person 

Enclosed: $______ 
 

RSVP by Noon Monday 16 August 

Reservations not cancelled by noon Tuesday 17 will be billed  

Non member Officers are welcome with paid reservations 

Name___________________________________ 

Guest:__________________________________ 
 Send reservation slip & check made payable to 

 MOAA-AC at P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, TX 78208 

Or RSVP by email to moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net. 

Thursday September 23rd, 2010 
 

Chapter Picnic 

OKTOBERFEST  

Randolph AFB Eberle Park 
 

Social Hour begins 5:30pm 

Meal served approx 6pm 

 
Music by Rennie Guenther & Co 

    German style attire welcome! ! 

Menu 

Pork Schnitzel, German Fried Potatoes 

Green beans, Bread & Butter 

Beverages included (water, soda, iced tea, wine, beer) 

Price per person:  $20.00 

Enclosed: $______ 
 

RSVP by Noon Monday 20 September 

Reservations not cancelled by noon Tuesday 21 will be billed  

Non member Officers are welcome with paid reservations 

Name___________________________________ 

Guest:__________________________________ 
 Send reservation slip & check made payable to 

 MOAA-AC at P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, TX 78208 

Or RSVP by email to moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net 

Call (210) 228-9955 with any questions. 

Win a 7 

Night  

 Resort 

Vacation!! 


