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President’s Message
This past week Alamo MOAA had
the pleasure of hosting the meeting of
the Texas Council of Chapters of the
Military Officers’ Association of
America. We had a dinner at the
Kendrick Club on JBSA Randolph and
our speaker was Senator (Dr.) Donna
Campbell, who is the chair of the Veterans and Military Installations Committee for the State Senate. Also in
attendance were four members of the
MOAA Board of Directors, Jim Connor, Ed Marvin, Barbara Ramsey and
Clair Helminiak. Barry Wright, Director of the Council and Chapter Affairs
Office from National MOAA was
there as well.

agencies to hire more veterans and a
major mental health initiative to assist
military members and veterans with all
mental issues, but in particular PTSD.

signment of Federal Legislative Districts for each Chapter to be responsible for and a presentation from Barry
Wright about the 2016 recruiting program. Congressional districts are beShe also talked of issues that will be
ing formally assigned to Chapters so
coming before the legislature, the inthat they can proceed with robust proterim hearings that will begin in March
grams of building close relationships
and the fact that any bills containing
to better advocate for MOAA issues.
fiscal notes would have to be looked at
closely since revenues to the state are
During that meeting, it was also disgoing down with the decrease in oil
cussed about MOAA having “position
prices. After Senator Campbell’s com- papers” as to talking points for state
ments, I thanked her and presented her legislative advocacy. The goal is to
with the Alamo MOAA Coin. Barry
define talking points, while not putting
Wright, then officiated at the swearing ourselves in the position of being un
in of new officers for Alamo MOAA
able to negotiate and/or compromise
on issues. All of this is going to be
and the Texas Council.
Senator Campbell spoke of accompresented to the Texas Coalition of
The Texas Council meeting the next
plishments of the 84th Legislature in
Veteran Organizations meeting in
day centered primarily around Chapter
terms of bills that would help veterans.
boundaries defined by zip code. As(Continued on Page 6)
Among those were the extension of
100% property tax exemption to all
surviving spouse of the 100% Disabled
Veterans; establishment of a women’s
veteran program at the Texas Veterans
Commission; requirements of state
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The Alamo Chapter and Texas Council leadership being sworn in by MOAA Council &
Chapter Affairs Director, Barry Wright at the recent Chapter dinner held in conjunction with
the Texas Council of Chapters meeting at the JBSA Randolph Kendrick Club.
L-R: Barry Wright, Larry Petrash TCC President; Vince Tobola TCC Treasurer; Jim Cunningham Chapter President; Bruce Willett VP Proframs; Randy Hoff VP Membership; David
Patrick Secretary; Vaughn Caudill Treasurer; James Taylor Chaplain; Bill Goforth VP.
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Chapter News & Notices
Thank You! We have receivedTAPS
information that the
Cookie Angels
Grateful thanks to those who either
baked and or took items to the wounded
soldiers at Ft Sam Houston’s Warrior
and Family Support Center.

To each of our members listed below
who have donated a little (or a lot) to
either the Scholarship Fund, Chapter
Operations, or both!

following member has passed away and
we wish to convey our sincere condolences and best wishes to their family and
loved ones:

COL Nicholas Barron USA (Ret)

Marilyn Newell
Spouse of LTC Joe Newell USA (Ret)
12/31/15

Barbara Bieberbach
LTC Bob Blake USA (Ret)

If you were able to give this month on
behalf of the Alamo Chapter please call
Susie at (210) 654-0351, so we may add
your name to our list. Thank you.

Maryada Artiglia
Irene Collier
Nita Felder
Susan Filipini
Joe & Adele Genualdi
John Gibbs
Sue McCarthy
Mac and Lori McDonald
Goldie Monroe
Lolly Orlowski
Phyllis Smith
Lou Strong
Brenda Tobey
Susie Tolman
Dot Wise
Tom & Evelyn Woods
Know a JROTC
Student in need of a
scholarship?
Scholarships are offered
by both MOAA Natl
and MOAA Alamo Chapter with a
February 25th deadline.
See page 8 for more details on the
MOAA Alamo Chapter Scholarships.
See www.moaa.org for MOAA National’s scholarships.
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LtCol George Carruthers USAF (Ret)

LTC Harry S. Truman USA (Ret)
1/8/16

LTC Jennifer Cobbs-Grant USA (Ret)
Irene Devlin
(In memory of James Charles Devlin)

COL William Muhlenfeld USA (Ret)
1/26/16

Col Ronald Ellis USAF (Ret)

The Retired Officers'
Wives and Widows Club

LtCol Craig Erickson USAF (Ret)
Juanita Felder
Maj John Franklin USAF (Ret)
LtCol Mac Gough USAF (Ret)

This month’s luncheon will be held on
Monday, February 22, at 11:00am at
the Ft. Sam Houston Golf Club.

Col Edward Herbold USAF (Ret)
Col John Hilliard USAF (Ret)

Healing Hula Dancing

COL Edward LeFeber, Jr USA (Ret)
CDR Bob LeJeune USN (Ret)
MG Mike Lyle USA (Ret)
LtCol Edward Marvin USAF (Ret)
Col Stuart Myers USAF (Ret)
LtCol Jerry Nicks USA (Ret)

Kumu Kaipo will present the program.
A scarf or sarong is needed.
Guests are welcome.
Reservations by Feb 15 to
(210) 822-6559

LtCol Shane Ostrom USAF (Ret)
Col Dave Padden USAF (Ret)
MajGen Susan Pamerleau USAF (Ret)
Helga Parks
MAJ Eric Platzner USA (Ret)

MOAA
Memorabilia?

Lucette Ramsey
Col Sanford Richardson USAF (Ret)
Maj Carlos Rodriguez USAF (Ret)
LTC Corinne Strong USA (Ret)
Paulette (Mary) Thompson
Col Thomas Tredici USAF 9Ret)
LtCol Glenn Wise USAF (Ret)
CAPT John Woody USN (Ret)
LtCol Sharon Zimpher USAF (Ret)
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We now have a display case in our
new office so if any of you have any
MOAA memorabilia you would care
to donate we would be delighted to
display it!

Scholarship Update
Once again, thank you for your consideration and support. I intend to do
I would like to extend my sincerest
my utmost to use your contributions to
gratitude to you for granting me with a
the best of my ability.
scholarship to support my education
this school year, and provide you with
Sincerely,
a bit of insight into my first semester
Taylor Perry
experience. Having finished my first
college semester this past December, I
have thus taken my primary step in
pursuing higher education, and I am
that much closer to attaining my first
degree.
Dear MOAA Alamo Chapter

I finished my first semester with a
4.0 GPA and an abundance of
knowledge and skills which I intend to
carry with me through life. Furthermore, I am glad to report that the acclimation process was a smooth and
speedy one. Despite my initial uncertainties, my first semester was characterized by a previously unfamiliar
combination of productivity and absence of stress. I was able to join two
organizations on campus and maintain
good academic standing while also
having abundant free time.

“Our family would be honored to
serve yours”

Call today
for a free consultation
(210) 714 0855
www.CaringTransitionsSAN.com

This initial step which I have taken
has been greatly assisted by your financial support. For this, I sincerely
thank you. My gratitude is warranted
in that, with your support, the proves
which I have commenced to attain my
college education has been aided significantly. The financial load has been
mitigated, and my desire to work hard
and strive for success has been augmented. Your support has helped me
gain a foothold in the peak of scholastic success, and has allowed me further
opportunity to attain the goals I have
set for myself. This first semester was
but the opening chapter, and with each
one to come I intend to build upon my
knowledge, skills, and accomplishments. I plan to dip my toes further
into the collegiate pond and create
greater ripples each time. Using what
gifts I have received, I aim to make a
positive impact in the world and be not
only a productive member of society,
but a conducive one.
3

Note: Taylor was a recipient of the $2,500 BG
Robert Herring 2016 ROTC Scholarship
Taylor Perry attended Byron P. Steele High
School and spent 4 years in the Air Force
JROTC program.
She attends the University of North Texas
majoring in Anthropology.

NEVER STOP SERVING!

WE NEED YOU TO PLEASE
VOLUNTEER
Posi ons Available on Chapter Staﬀ
Spouses of Members Welcomed!
Contact: (210) 228‐9955
moaa‐ac@sbcglobal.net
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THANK YOU!
Renewing Members:

WELCOME! New Members

LTG Frank Ledford, Jr USA (Ret)

COL John Hale USA

Maj Jack Farmer USMC

MG Mike Lyle USA (Ret)

COL Carl Helser USMC (Ret)

MAJ Valentin Martinez ARNG (Frmr)

MajGen Susan Pamerleau USAF (Ret)

COL Susan Junker USA (Ret)

Maj Adalberto Ramirez USAF (Ret)

COL Ralph Kelly USA (Ret)

MAJ Patrick Reynolds USA (Ret)

COL TJ Lantz USA

MAJ Ellen Ricey USA (Ret)

COL Michael Wright USA (Ret)

LCDR Dana Robinson USN

CAPT James Cosby USN (Ret)

LtCol Arcelio Albizo USMC

LCDR Daniel Ryan USNR

Col Ronald Ellis USAF (Ret)

LtCol Jerry Coats USAF (Ret)

MAJ Robert Stewart USA

COL Anne Emshoff USAR

LTC Robert Eriksen USA (Ret)

CPT Gary Daniel USA (Ret)

COL Ruben Fechner USA (Ret)

LTC Steve Fabiano USA

CPT Victoria Golden USA (Frmr)

Col Edward Herbold USAF (Ret)

LtCol Ross Felker USAF (Ret)

CPT Malinda Pennell USAR

Col John Hilliard USAF (Ret)

LTC John French USA (Ret)

CPT Alvin Williamson USA (Frmr)

LTC Terri Kohler USA (Ret)

Cpt Courtney Wilson USAF (Frmr)

LTC John Legs USAR

1LT Douglas Blair USA

CDR Humberto Quintanilla II USN
(Ret)

1LT Ray Form USA (Frmr)

COL Nicholas Barron USA (Ret)
Col Joe Brozena USAF (Ret)
COL Vaughn Caudill USA (Ret)
COL William Coad USA (Ret)

COL Edward LeFeber, Jr USA (Ret)
Col Les Long USAF (Ret)
Col Hannah Margolis USAF (Ret)
Col Bob McConnell USAF (Ret)
COL Robert Mesick USA (Ret)
COL Joseph Miller Jr, USA (Ret)
COL Mark Mueller USA (Ret)

LtCol Thomas Shaw USMC (Ret)
LTC Thomas Small USA

Col Dan Murphy USAF (Ret)

LtCol Kim Snyder USAF (Ret)

Col Stuart Myers USAF (Ret)

LTC Stephanie Trochak USA (Ret)

COL Ian Natkin USA (Ret)

LTC Krisi Williams USA

Col Dave Padden USAF (Ret)

MAJ Linda Chapman USA (Ret)

Col David Patrick USAF (Ret)
Col James Payne USAF (Ret)
COL Vladimir Pospisil USA (Ret)
Col Sanford Richardson USAF (Ret)
COL Michael Rogers USA (Ret)
Col David Shacklett USAF (Ret)
COL Edward Taylor Jr, USA (Ret)
Col Jeff Vista USAF (Ret)
Col Michael Vlk USAF (Ret)
CAPT John Woody USN (Ret)
LtCol Ginny Alloway USAF (Ret)
LtCol Michael Bidus USAF (Ret)
LTC Bob Blake USA (Ret)
LTC Edward Bryan III USA (Ret)
LtCol Thomas Carter USAF (Ret)
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LT Emil Moncivais USA (Ret)
CW4 Albero Moreno USA (Ret)
CW4 Ron Prescott USA
CW3 Daniel Medrano USA (Ret)
Robert Brister USA (awaiting rank)
Robert Reeder USAF (Ret) (awaiting
rank)

LTC Jennifer Cobbs-Grant USA (Ret)
LtCol Craig Erickson USAF (Ret)
LtCol Gene Culp USAF (Ret)
LtCol Michael Fox USAF (Ret)
LtCol Thomas Gaj USAF (Ret)
LtCol Mac Gough USAF (Ret)
LtCol Michael Harris USAF (Ret)
LtCol Robert Lamb USAF (Ret)
CDR Bob LeJeune USN (Ret)
LtCol James Leland USAF (Ret)
LtCol Roy Mackrell USAF (Ret)
LTC Marc Matier USA (Ret)
LtCol Jerry Nicks USA (Ret)
LtCol Shane Ostrom USAF (Ret)
LTC James Passmore USA (Ret)
LtCol Bill Polasek USAF (Ret)
LtCol James Romuald Smith USAF
(Ret)
LtCol Gerald Swinarsky USAF (Ret)
LTC Marion Thorpe USA (Ret)
LTC Jim Webb USA (Ret)
LtCol Bob Williams USAF (Ret)
LtCol Glenn Wise USAF (Ret)
LtCol Sharon Zimpher USAF (Ret)
Maj John Bridgest USAF (Ret)
MAJ Jim Cunningham USA (Ret)
Maj Ralph Flanigan USAF (Ret)
Maj John Franklin USAF (Ret)
MAJ James Hall USA (Ret)
MAJ Eric Platzner USA (Ret)
Maj Carlos Rodriguez USAF (Ret)
Maj Terrence Mish USAF (Ret)
MAJ Bob Tuckey USA (Ret)
MAJ James Williams USA (Ret)
Maj John Zibelin USAF (Ret)
Capt Patricia Higgins USAF (Ret)
CW2 Michael Hajduk USA (Ret)
Lillian Hennessy
Helga Parks
Lucette Ramsey
Paulette (Mary) Thompson
Marilyn Weltz

Transitioning Tips
ployers no longer accept resumes due
to the regulations now in place regardIf you’ve had a chance to check out ing resumes and applications. The recruiter will tell you to apply online.
the new website milcityusa.org, you
This allows them to track applicants
will see a number of job fair events
and meet federal tracking requirements.
coming up. Tis the season for job
The thing that I recommend is to check
fairs. However, there is a method to
the madness of how to prepare for and out Vistaprint or other source for a simple business card. You can then prethen what to do when you get to the
job fair. Job fairs can be intimidating. sent the card and get one of their cards.
They are crowded and noisy. You’re You then have the opportunity to follow up after you have applied on-line.
not sure where to start.
Based upon your research, build
There are multiple reasons for atsome
questions to ask the recruiter.
tending. A job fair is a great place to
Focus
your questions on the skills that
network to the attending employers
they
are
looking for, what the company
and with fellow job fair attendees.
culture
was
like, and what kind of perThis is an opportunity to practice your
son
are
they
seeking. Don’t get into
30-second introduction – remember
questions regarding salary or benefits.
the importance of first impressions.
There are usually workshops on such Also – and a big also- don’t ask questions that can be found on the website.
topics as resumes, mock interviews

Are You Job Fair Ready?

and social media use. The employers
A final preparation is what to wear.
may conduct on-site interviews. Some The best advice is to wear business atjob fairs also provide a professional
tire. That means a suit for men and a
photographer for that LinkedIn profile. suit or dress with jacket for women.
So, what do you need to do to pre- Shined dark leather shoes are the best.
pare for a job fair? First thing to do is Women: Fancy heels are great on the
dance floor. Your feet will say thank
to find out which employers will be
you at the end of the day if you save
attending. You can usually find out
those for later and wear a moderate
that list from the job fair’s website.
heel. Concrete floors for any length of
Review the list and research the emtime will test all. Be prepared for plenployers that interest you. Check the
website or google to company. Look ty of walking and standing.
up the company on sites like
glassdoor.com. You can now narrow
down the list and organize your activities at the job fair. The goal is to maximize your time.

Remember that you need to be conservative for most employers. Be professional. Be organized. Keep papers,
resumes, etc. in a portfolio or briefcase.
And on one final note. Don’t smell of
cigarette smoke or heavy perfume.

A crucial step is to update your resume. Contact Goodwill Veterans ReNow’s your opportunity to shine.
source Center or the TVC representa- Best of luck.
tive at your nearest Workforce Center.
There are folks there to help. You can
also contact me for help. You don’t
need a resume printed on fancy paper.
Keep it focused and organized on the
Kathryn "Kitty" Meyers, LtCol USAFR
(ret), SPHR, SHRM-SCP
type of job that you want. And – max
Chapter Transition Liaison Officer
of two pages.

Kitty Meyers

One thing to note about presenting
resumes at job fairs. A number of em5
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President’s Message
(Continued from Page 1)

Austin as suggestions to move our advocacy forward.
In future issues, I will talk about the
interim hearing, what is being discussed and how the State legislative
bills appear to be coming out for the
85th session in 2017.
MOAA National has come out with
its 10 top issues for 2016. These are
listed below:
1. Ensure any TRICARE reform sustains top-quality care
2. Prevent disproportional TRICARE
fee increases
3. Sustain military pay comparability
with the private sector
4. Block erosion of compensation and
commissary benefits
5. Protect military retirement/COLAs
6. Sustain wounded-warrior programs
and expand caregiver support
7. End disabled/survivor financial penalties
8. Fix Guard/Reserve retirement
9. Improve spouse and family support
10. Assure timely access to the VA,
and eliminate the VA claims backlog
These issues at the Federal level we
can continue to effectively advocate
for by bringing them up to our US
Representatives and Senators at every
opportunity. Please go to the
All Active Duty or Retired Job Seekers
MOAA.org website, as well, and use
the Cap wiz feature to contact your
If you would like to be added to the regular email blast that lists job opportunirepresentatives relative to these issues.
ties in San Antonio and Texas please contact David Patrick, the Career TransiOur next meeting will be on Febru- tion Coordinator - Texas
ary 25 at the Ft. Sam Houston Golf
dwpatrick01@gmail.com
Club. Our speaker will be Colonel Jim
Van Straten USA (Ret). Colonel Stat- If you are an area employer who is interested in hiring career transitioning officers or their spouses . .
en will be talking about his book: “A
Different Face of War” about his expe- or if you are a MOAA member who is interested in helping a career transitionriences in Vietnam. I look forward to
ing officer or spouse as a San Antonio Networker,
seeing you all there.
or if you are a MOAA-AC member Job Seeker, please contact
Kitty Meyers LtCol USAFR (Ret) Chapter Transition Liaison Officer at

WANTED!

Maj Jim Cunningham (Ret)
The Lariat February 2016

meyers.kathryn@yahoo.com
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Medical
Minute
Retail Health Clinics
Retail Health Clinics can offer
quick, convenient and affordable
care. It is provided by licensed nurse
practitioners and physicians’ assistants
who comply with state and local health
regulations.
There are four avenues of health care
in case of an unexpected medical
event. (1) Medical Care Clinics (2)
Urgent Care Clinics (3) Specialty Clinics and (4) Hospital Emergency
Rooms. For those walk-in clinics you
don’t need an appointment. The waiting time is generally less than 30
minutes, and usually you are seen in
15 to 20 minutes. Compare this to
waiting 10 to 14 hours in a hospital
emergency room if you did not come
in by ambulance. It typically takes
two to three days to see your primary
care physician.
They are a great convenience and
affordable. Typically it is $55 less
than visiting a doctor’s office, and
$279 less than an Emergency Room
visit.
Then there is the time saving element. Most needed visits are after five
PM or on week-ends when doctor’s
offices are closed.
Conditions which can be treated in
local Health Care Clinics are:

allergies
colds and flu symptoms
conjunctivitis and eye problems
ear infections
minor injuries, aches and sprains
sinusitis
skin irritations
sore throats
upper respiratory symptoms
urinary tract infections
(Continued on Page 15)

Solitaires
Some people may start out with flu
like symptoms followed by pain that
You are on your dream cruise, exmay feel like a burning, throbbing, or
cept for a few rough days at sea, it has stabbing sensation. Blisters that develbeen wonderful. This morning you
op with the rash usually crust over in a
have an itching sensation from your
week or 10 days. If there are no comspine along your beltline to your abdo- plicating symptoms the rash will go
men. It seems to be getting red. Now away in two to four weeks. Although
it is burning and painful. You notice a it is not considered a communicable
rash developing with little blisters.
disease you can spread the virus to
You go to the ship’s doctor, and he
someone who has never had chicken
says you have Shingles.
pox. It cannot be transmitted to someInitially he may give you a salve for one who has had chicken pox or the
vaccine.
the blisters. Doesn’t help. He says,
“Try Tylenol”. Some relief. Soon you Complications:
can’t stand to have clothing or bed
A vaccine is the only deterrent if
sheets touch the area. Now your doc- you have not had the disease but you
tor may prescribe anti-seizure, antivi- must get it while you are healthy.
ral drug, anti-depressant. It may reDangerous complications may result if
quire prescription pain killers. Some- it gets in your eyes leading to blindtimes its post herpetic neuralgia. The ness, or if it gets to the ears, deafness.
pain may require an injection of a cor- Post Herpetic neuralgia pain (long
ticosteroid drug.
term lingering pain) may occur if there
is nerve tissue damage in the initial
What is this incurable bacterial or
outbreak. Chronic and excruciating
viral skin infection, and how did you
pain may last for weeks or even years.
get it? If you have ever had chicken
pox as a child, the virus that causes it - Should the rash extend to the brain,
varicella-roster - is probably lying in- encephalitis may occur.
active somewhere in your body. Fac- People over 50 are most susceptible as
tors such as stress, illness, and immune the immune system protection decreassuppressing medications permit the
es as we age.
virus to reactivate, especially in adults
Source: Mayo Clinic Health Letter: January 2016
older than 50.

Shingles

When the virus reactivates it spreads
along a neuropathway and causes the
painful blistering rash known as shingles (Herpes Zoster). It is unpredictable. You never know if or when it
may reactivate. The immune system
never truly eliminates the virus that
causes chicken pox.

Col Irene Collier (Ret)

If you are single, like to eat, chat, make new
friends, experience or provide brief impromptu
or scheduled interesting demonstrations, talks,
or discussions, whether you are: visiting the
area; active duty or retired; widowed or divorced; the SOLITAIRES is the group for you.
This is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy
camaraderie with other single men and ladies
whose backgrounds and experiences are with
the military. Make that resolution to get out
and about and come have some fun!! The
group meets for lunch at the Ft Sam Golf Club
each 1st Tuesday of the month and for Brunch
at The RAFB Parr Club the 4th Sunday of the
month. Other activities are planned through
out the year.

It can remain dormant in a nerve
root near your spine. It can migrate to
the brain, eye, ear, neck, mouth, face,
legs, or any nerve line. If you have had
stress, a long illness, cancer, radiation
or chemo therapy, your immune system has been weakened. Normally the
Call the office (210) 228-9955 to be put into
virus is kept in check by a healthy imcontact with the group’s coordinator.
mune system.
7
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Military Officers Association of America
Alamo Chapter 2016 Scholarships
Colonel Clarence T. Torrey Community Service Scholarship
This is named in memory of Colonel Clarence T. Torrey, USA (Ret), a past President of the Alamo Chapter.
Upon his death, a donation to initially fund the scholarship was made to the chapter by his wife. The scholarship in the amount of $2,500 is awarded annually to a graduating high school senior whose parent, stepparent or
grandparent served on active duty in any of the uniformed services represented in MOAA. All details of the
scholarship selection process – except for selection of the final recipient – are handled by the Bexar County
Scholarship Clearing House (BCSCH)/Minnie Piper Foundation. Scholarship applications are available from
Bexar County school counselors in the fall. For students outside Bexar County, applications may be obtained
from the Military Officers Association of America – Alamo Chapter (MOAA-AC) Scholarship Committee.
BCSCH receives the applications, makes preliminary evaluations and creates a recommended order of merit
list. The MOAA-AC Scholarship Committee interviews the top 5 candidates and selects a winner. The winner
will be presented at the 31 March Chapter luncheon.
The General Herring JROTC Scholarship& The Colonel McCarthy JROTC Scholarship
Two $500 scholarships are available to a graduating high school senior ranked in the top half of his/her class,
who has participated for at least three years in a ROTC Program supported by MOAA-AC. Selection will be
based on financial need, academic record, test scores, citizenship, leadership, community involvement and outstanding professional ability. Applications for this scholarship are currently available through the Senior Military Instructors, online at www.alamomoaa.org or from the Scholarship Chair. A maximum of one scholarship
application will be accepted from each supported ROTC program.
The Alamo Chapter Scholarship
One $500 scholarship is available to a graduating high school senior ranked in the top half of his/her class,
who is a child, stepchild, and/or grandchild of a member in good standing of the Military Officers Association
of America and the MOAA-Alamo Chapter. Selection will be based on financial need, academic record, test
scores, citizenship, leadership, community involvement and outstanding professional ability.
ROTC Scholarship
A total of $11,000 will be available to university students enrolled in Army or Air Force ROTC. The Air
Force ROTC Scholarship will be presented in honor of LtCol & Mrs. Edward Marvin USAF (Ret). Selection
will be coordinated between the Chapter Scholarship Committee and the Unit Commanders based on performance and financial need.
Applications for JROTC and the Alamo Chapter scholarships are currently available online at
www.alamomoaa.org or from the MOAA-AC office. The application submission deadline is 25 February, 2016.
Email to moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net or mail to MOAA-AC, P.O. Box 340497, Ft Sam Houston, TX 78234. Direct
any questions to the MOAA-AC Scholarship Chair, Col (Ret) Peter Hunt, peterhunt2012@gmail.com or (210)
867-0418.

The Lariat February 2016
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Excerpt: A Different Face Of War
Below is an extract from the recently
published book A
" Different Face of
War." The author of the book, COL (R)
James G. Van Straten, a Windcrest
resident, will be our luncheon speaker
on February 25, 2016. The book is
available for purchase at the gift shop
located in the AMEDD Museum on
Fort Sam Houston or online from Amazon or Barnes and Noble. It can also
be purchased from the Texas A&M
Book Consortium by calling toll free
1-800-826-8911.) He would be pleased
to sign your copy after the luncheon.

onto the bar, and Bing Crosby crooning “White Christmas,” were about the
only sounds in the barroom. Conversation became less and less. The spirit of
the holiday was being held captive by
the loneliness caused by separation
from family and friends on Christmas
When I arrived at the club the mood
Eve.
was reasonably festive. The barroom
was crowded and Christmas carols
Soon my fellow officers started
filled the air. There was a lot of friend- drifting away, returning to the lonelily banter, good cheer and camaraderie. ness of their rooms. I soon followed. I
Snacks were provided at the bar and
drove back to my hotel, arriving at
everyone seemed to be partaking
about 2230, and immediately got ready
freely in the food and drink and the
for bed. Sometime after 2330 hours a
spirit of the moment. Peace on earth,
pounding on my door awakened me
goodwill toward men was the prevail- from a deep, alcohol-induced sleep.
ing sentiment. The war was temporari- Groggily I went to the door and was
ly set aside.
told to go to I Corps HQ immediately.
There had been a plane crash and mayAfter about ninety minutes at the
be I could help.
bar, three friends and I decided it was
time for dinner. We went downstairs to
I quickly got into a field uniform
the dining room and enjoyed a very
and threw on my field jacket and ponnice meal. The Vietnamese chef had
cho. It was still raining very hard and
added special things to the menu for
had turned quite cold. I drove to I
the occasion and we all savored the
Corps HQ and upon arrival was told
tasty and nicely served dinner.
that a U.S. Flying Tiger cargo plane,
trying to land at the Da Nang Air Base,
But soon the dinner ended, and then
had crashed into a small village. A
what was I to do? Going back to the
driver was standing ready to take me
loneliness of my room on Christmas
to the crash site. When we arrived, on
Eve sounded dismal, so along with the
that tragic Christmas night, the recovothers I headed back to the bar. The
ery operation was well underway.
mood had changed, now becoming
The plane had crashed into the small
melancholy. There were more “Bah,
village of Binh Thai in Hoa Vang Dishumbugs” than there were Merry
Christmas Eve 1966 In Da Nang
trict, about a mile south of the Da
Christmases. The Christmas carols
Christmas Eve was unquestionably
Nang Air Base. It had skidded through
seemed to add to the loneliness. “I’ll
the loneliest time of my year-long sep- be Home for Christmas.” Bah, humthe village for about 400 yards. The
aration from family. I was lonely albug! “Chestnuts Roasting on an Open fuselage and wings of the plane had
most to the point of depression. What Fire.” Who cares?
demolished all the homes in its path.
was I going to do? Where would I
The crew members of the plane all
Meanwhile the mixed drinks and the
spend the evening? It had been andied on contact, and the devastation in
beer continued to flow. Soon the heads
nounced that there would not be
the village was unbelievable. I recogand shoulders of those sitting at the bar
Christmas Eve church services benized one of the Vietnamese medical
began to sag, signaling the loneliness
cause of the ongoing threat of terrorofficials at the site. He spoke passable
of the moment. A few tried to play the
ism. I couldn’t envision spending the
English. He and I moved through the
game of dice called horse, usually a
evening all by myself in my hotel
destroyed village, doing what we
room, even though my wife had done spirited game, but even that seemed
her best to brighten it with a Christmas dispirited and out of place. The clack- (Continued on Page 11)
tree and ornaments made by our chil- ing of the dice, as they were rolled
A Different Face of War
The Lariat February 2016

dren. Since the city of Da Nang was
off limits, I had no alternative but to
do what almost every other officer assigned to MACV Advisory Team #1
did—go to the Officers’ Club for a few
drinks followed by dinner with friends.
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(Continued from Page 10)

and many homes were destroyed.

could to insure that the American and
Vietnamese medical responders were
working in a somewhat coordinated
manner. Most of the responders were
American servicemen. There seemed
to be scores of U.S. Marines digging
through the rubble, attempting to locate injured survivors and get them
transported to Da Nang hospitals as
quickly as possible. The Marines also
had the sad task of extracting the bodies of the dead. Many children were
among the injured and dead. Several
were decapitated or dismembered and
many were seriously burned. It was
heart-rending for all of us who were
trying to help out at the site of the disaster.

at the time it seemed proper. We attributed the protestation of the victim's
families to the anguish of the moment.
We were wrong. Eventually an American military directive was published
addressing this lesson learned. After
conferring with many of my Vietnamese friends and colleagues, I provided
input for the writing of this directive.

Those of us trying to provide assistance made one grave error. Despite
the protestation of the Vietnamese
families of the victims, we insisted on
evacuating the dead to an established
morgue in Da Nang, several miles
away from the village. Initially a temporary morgue had been established in
the destroyed village itself by simply
I returned to my room at about 1100
roping off an area and trying to shield hours on Christmas morning, very
it from the sight of onlookers, but as
dirty and very tired and too late to atthe number of corpses grew a decision tend church services.
was made to take the corpses to estabI cannot say how many times during
lished morgues in Da Nang.
the past forty-nine years my thoughts
This proved to be culturally insensi- have gone back to the people of that
tive, as the Vietnamese looked upon a small village and the tragedy that ocmorgue very unfavorably. They much curred there on Christmas Eve 1966.
preferred retaining the bodies of deThe villagers seemed to be predomi- ceased loved ones in their own village,
nantly Christian. It appeared that many performing their own preparation of
Jim G. Van Straten
of the families had been celebrating
the remains for burial, and following
Col, USA (Ret)
Christmas Eve in their humble homes their own burial customs.
when the crash occurred. About 100
Later we regretted this decision, but
persons were reported to have died,
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Chapter Events Calendar
FEBRUARY

MARCH

1 Volunteer Hours Due

1 Volunteer Hours Due

1 Volunteer of The Year Selection

1 Chapter Excellence Award Due

1 Deadline for Communications Award MOAA National

1 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am
Sam Golf Club

2 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Golf Club

3 Staff Meeting 10am Chapter Office

4 Staff Meeting 10am Chapter Office
9 17th Annual Texas Veterans Summit College Station

3 VA Volunteers 1pm VA Hospital
13 Daylight Savings Time begins

11-28 San Antonio Rodeo

14 Lent begins

12 Lincoln’s Birthday

16 MOAA ESGR Job Fair Freeman Coliseum

15 President’s Day

25 Good Friday

21 Solitaire’s Sunday Brunch 11 am Randolph Parr O
Club

27 Easter Sunday
31 Scholarship Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Golf Club

25 Chapter Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Golf Club with
speaker Col Jim Van Straten

Ongoing Events: Cookie Angels deliver cookies, snacks
and personal care items to the Warrior & Family Support Center.
Call Susie Tolman for details (210) 654-0351

APRIL
1 Volunteer Hours Due
3-7 MOAA President’s Meeting &
Storming The Hill Washington DC
5 Solitaire’s Luncheon
7 Staff Meeting 10am Chapter Office
9 Storming The Hill, Washington DC
13 Board Meeting 1pm Chapter Office
14-24 Fiesta San Antonio!
28 Chapter Luncheon 11am
24 Solitaire’s Sunday Brunch 11 am Randolph Parr
Club

The Lariat February 2016
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Events pertaining to general membership are bolded
and italicized for the volunteer leadership team, though
regular Members are always welcome!
Please call the office for details (210) 228-9955.

Corporate Partners
Abby Consulting

DO YOU WANT TO RECEIVE
THIS LARIAT FASTER AND
IN FULL COLOR ON-LINE?
ALAMO CHAPTER

Air Force Federal Credit Union
Army Residence Community
Beldon Roofing Company
Blue Skies of Texas
Caring Transitions
Medical Services International
Mortgage of Texas & Financial
LLC
Randolph Brooks Federal Credit Union
Security Service Federal Credit
Union

Just send an email to moaaac@sbcglobal.net with the subject line “OLLO”.
We’ll gladly remove you from
this printed version mailing list
and notify you each month by
email when the new issue is available for viewing.
Saves the chapter paper and postage and you get to see it sooner!

Silverbridge Realty
See links to these companies on our
website www.alamomoaa.org
We encourage each of you to remember our Corporate Partners in
your business and daily activities
because we truly appreciate their
support.

Help us shape and
drive our chapter!

Alamo Chapter

Join us at our monthly business meetings, 1st Thursday
of the month from 10am to
noon at the chapter office
Call 228-9955 for more info.

Medical Minute
(Continued from Page 7)

Do not use retail health clinics as a
replacement for long term care you are
receiving or for Chronic or complex
conditions such as diabetes, heart disease or depression.
Ask that your current treatment be
electronically transferred to your primary care physician
Do bring your insurance papers with
you. Some clinics do not accept insurance or Medicare. Ask about pricing
before treatment begins.

VOLUNTEER STAFF:
PRESIDENT
MAJ James R. Cunningham
jimbob48@sbcglobal.net
EXEC VP OPERATIONS LTC Bill Goforth
bagoforth@yahoo.com
VP ADMINISTRATION LtCol Jim Webb
beaubien43@gmail.com
VP PROGRAMS
Col Bruce Willett
bwwillett63@yahoo.com
VP MEMBERSHIP LTC Randy Hoff
randyhoff106@hotmail.com
SECRETARY
Col David Patrick
dwpatrick01@gmail.com
TREASURER
Col Vaughn Caudill
vaughn.caudill@us.army.mil
SCHOLARSHIP
Col Peter Hunt
peterhunt2012@gmail.com
VP PERSONAL AFFAIRS Col Stuart Myers
DEPUTY PA
(Open)
VP LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS LTC Bob Blake
VP PUBLIC RELATIONS LTC Charles Poole
VP LOGISTICS
(Open)
LEGAL COUNSEL Jacobson Law Firm
SOLITAIRES
Pat Shecter
CONSULTANT
Maj Len Mull
CONSULTANT
Lt George Frecsko
EDITOR
Col Kerry Green
CHAPLAIN
LTC James Taylor
CHAPLAIN Alt
LtCol David Leas
PX/VAV/VAC Rep Susie Tolman
ASST JROTC Coord. Col Peter Hunt
TRANSITION LIAISON LtCol Kitty Meyers
WEB MASTER
Col Bill Hudson
HISTORIAN
LTC Kerry Reyna
VOLUNTEER COORD (Open)
ADVERTISING COORD. Maj Fernando Carreon
BSTW LIAISON
LtCol Jim Conner
BSTE LIAISON
(Open)
ARC LIAISON
MG Charles Honore
CONTRACTOR:
Admin Support

Trish Meserve

DIRECTORS:
Chairman: MAJ Jim Cunningham
LTC John Gibbs
LTC Jim Finch
Mrs. Susie Tolman
BG James Doty
Col Mac McDonald
LtCol Ed Marvin
Col Frank Rohrbough

Locations: Some clinics are located
in drug stores, grocery stores, shopping malls and strips centers. They
have different names depending upon
who owns them. They do afford a
convenient affordable service when
needed.

DIRECTORS EMERITUS HONORARY DIRECTORS
BG Robert Herring
Gen William McBride

Source: Health After 50: Scientific American January 2016

Advertising contained in the newsletter is not endorsed by the
Chapter and does not represent any recommendation to the membership. Opinions expressed in articles contained herein are not
necessarily those of the membership as a whole or the Chapter.
Questions should be directed to the Editor at the Chapter office.

Col Irene Collier (Ret)

Statement of Publication
The Lariat is the newsletter of the Military Officers Association
of America—Alamo Chapter. It is published once each month to
inform the membership of issues and activities of interest to all.
MOAA-AC is a non-profit organization 501c 4 within the state of
Texas organized to represent the membership and to support the
activities of the Texas Council of Chapters and MOAA National.

MOAA-AC P.O. Box 340497 San Antonio, TX 78234
(210) 228-9955 moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net

www.alamomoaa.org
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OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
A LAMO C HAPTER

F OR INFORMATION REGARDING
OUR BY- LAWS, S TRATEGIC P LAN,
EVENTS CALENDAR AND PAST
I S S U E S O F T H E LA RIAT P L E A S E
VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
WWW. ALAMOMOAA. ORG
P.O. Box 340497
Ft Sam Houston, TX 78234-0497
Phone: 210-228-9955
Email: moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net
www.alamomoaa.org
2320 Stanley Rd, Bldg 140
Ft Sam Houston, TX 78234

Postmaster — please deliver by February 8th
Time Sensitive Material

Thursday, Feb 25, 2016

Thursday March 31, 2016

Chapter Luncheon

Scholarship Awards Luncheon

Spkr: Jim Van Straten

Speaker: TBD

Col USA (Ret), Author

Ft Sam Golf Club

Ft Sam Golf Club

Meet & Greet begins 11am - Lunch served approx 11:45am

Meet & Greet begins 11am - Lunch served approx 11:45am

Menu
A) BBQ Beef
B) Baked Tilapia
Menu
Fresh Mixed Greens Salad, Twice Baked Potatoes, Rice Pilaf,
A) Roast Beef w/ Gravy
B) Chicken Picatta
Long Green Beans & Carrots, Dinner Rolls
Fresh Mixed Greens Salad, Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Candied
Apple Cobbler
Yams, Buttered Green Beans, Roasted Corn with Peppers
Coffee, tea or water, honor wine bar
Dinner Rolls
Sherbert Ice Cream
Cost per person $20 Enclosed: $______
Coffee, tea or water, honor wine bar
RSVP by Noon Monday 28 Mar
Cost per person $20 Enclosed: $______
RSVP by Noon Monday 22 Feb

Reservations not cancelled by noon Tuesday 29th will be billed
Non member Officers & guests are welcome with paid reservations

Reservations not cancelled by noon Tuesday 23rd will be billed
Non member Officers & guests are welcome with paid reservations

Name_____________________________________

Name____________________________________
Guest(s):__________________________________

Guest(s):__________________________________

Call (210) 228-9955 to make your reservation or send check made payable to MOAA-AC to P.O. Box 340497, Ft Sam Houston, TX 78234 Or
contact us by email moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net to hold a reservation or
reserve and pay on-line at www.alamomoaa.org

Call (210) 228-9955 to make your reservation or send check made payable to MOAA-AC to P.O. Box 340497, Ft Sam Houston, TX 78234 Or
contact us by email moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net to hold a reservation or
reserve and pay on-line at www.alamomoaa.org

The Lariat February 2016

16

