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President’s Message
As I seem to say each year, “Where
did the year go?” But for all the football games and other associated festivities with New Years we know a
new year has started. With that I say
to each reader have a super, happy
and healthy year 2009. You must do
that because before you know, it will
be over and year 2010 will be here.
As you will recall, the national
MOAA’s theme for 2008 was the
Year of the Chapter. We took that
one step further and made it the Year
of the Member. We know that the
member is all important to the success
of an organization. Thanks in large
part to Randy Hoff and his
“recruiters” the membership is growing nicely. Thanks Randy! We were
proud to receive a five star award for
the chapter.
Your local leadership has been
diligently at work planning for the
year 2009. I would advise you that
the year 2009 will be the “Year of
Personal Affairs”. Our game plan
will be to kick off this important area
for all of us with our 22 January
luncheon. Give Dr Stu Myers the
credit for lending his helping hand for
this program as one of his last official
acts for the chapter. We thank Stu for
taking on this project. In subsequent
months we will present a short 8-10
minute commentary on an issue of
importance in the area of Personal
Affairs. Please complete the survey
in the Lariat asking for your input. I

ask each of you to please complete the
survey and send it in so that we can get
a feeling for those areas that you feel a
This is written specifically to adbriefing would be important to you.
vise our readership and to publicly
thank some wonderful chapter memWe will be sending out membership bers who took time out of their very
busy schedule to report to the hospice
renewal statements throughout the
year. It is so very important that each ward at the VA hospital on the morning of December 10, 2008.
of you please consider renewing your
membership in the chapter. The dues
These amazing volunteers, led by
that we receive and the donations that Susie Tolman, came to the hospital
are received go far to allowing your
and spent their morning decorating
chapter to continue to work on a finan- the ward and distributing gifts to
cially viable basis. Without you we
each of the veterans in an attempt to
cannot do that and we would have to
give them a feeling of Christmas.
change our modus operandi. Again, I
Listed below are those people who
hate to be a pest but when you get the gave of their time and/or contributed
renewal, please be so kind as to review decorations to make the exercise exthe information and send a check for
tremely worthwhile and very rewardyour membership, and if you feel so
ing.
inclined, a check for our charities proYour chapter does this every year
gram.
and if any of you would like to volAs you might know, we are going to unteer check the Events Calendar in
The Lariat and let us know, we
expand our scholarship award this year
would love to have you serve with us
to include $500 to a deserving JROTC
on this wonderful mission.
cadet in our region, and also we are
John Bandy
going to open it up for a $500 scholar
Irene Collier
William & Susan Filippini,
(Continued on Page 7)
Ed & Ruby Marvin
Ed & Sue McCarthy
Lolly Orlowski
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Many Thanks!
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We Need Help!
“Are you lonely???
Don’t like working on your own??

Welcome New
Members!
Cookie Angels

Hate making decisions?

Then call a meeting!!
You can SEE people, DRAW flow
charts, FEEL important, FORM subcommittees, IMPRESS your colleagues, MAKE meaningless recommendations all on company time!!!

Meetings……... the practical alternative to work.” (Source unknown).
Your chapter can help you in this
dilemma. We desperately need help.
Especially in the areas of Programs,
Personal Affairs and Legal Counsel.
They are priority in that we have recently had an election and those positions are vacant.
First let me say that we thank and
appreciate beyond words the great
work of Col Mac McDonald USAF
(Ret), LTC Phyllis Smith USA (Ret)
and Col Stuart Myers USAF (Ret) for
the wonderful work they have done for
your chapter in the last term. But for
reasons of their own they are moving
along into other endeavors and so we
really need some help.
Generally we have fun, it’s not a
huge time commitment, one meeting
per month and attendance at the social
events if your schedule allows it. We
have job descriptions for every position and we would make those available to you if you have an interest in
these particular areas. If there are
other areas that you may be interested
in please call Dale Vande Hey at (210)
228-9955, he is our Volunteer Coordinator and will guide you in the right
direction. Please call Dale today! We
truly need some help on the team. We
appreciate you all as members.

LtCol Ed Marvin
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Col Lewis Firth (Ret)
Col Scott Marrs
Maj Raymond Leis (Ret)
Cpt Herman Botero
Mrs. Dolores Eubanks
Mrs. Shirley Hecht
Mrs. Charlotte Koch

Many thanks to the following
Cookie Angels, who either baked
goodies, brought fruits or provided
much needed personal items to our
wounded soldiers at Ft Sam Houston’s Warrior and Family Support
Center.
If you are able to donate to the
WFSC please call Susie at (210) 6540351, so we may add your name to our
list. Thank you.

Mrs. Helen Pohly
Robert Edwards (Ret)

Aina Blake
Irene Collier
Frank and Dolores DeVille
Nita Felder

Volunteers Needed!
Can you spare some time? MOAAAC needs you!
Please help us make this the best
chapter ever.
Currently we need the following:

Assistant PR/Marketing
Chaplain

Susan Filippini
Lions Breakfast Club of
New Braunfels
Sue McCarthy
Mac and Lori McDonald
Bo Mills
Lolly Orlowski
Frank and Helga Parks
Janet Rund

Legal Counsel

Phyllis Smith

Program Chair

Susie Tolman

Assistant Program Chair
Historian

Tom and Evelyn Woods

In Memoriam

Transportation Coordinator
Gardener(s) for Red Cross
Bldg
Active Duty Liaison Officers
Duty Officers
Please call Dale Vande Hey at the
MOAA-AC office (210) 228-9955.
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We received the news that the following members have passed away. We
wish to convey our sincere condolences and best wishes to their family
and loved ones:

Elvira Christerson
12/08/08
Norma Burgess
Dec 08

LEGISLATIVE REPORT
This month’s Report will not be as short as last month,
but it won’t be very long either. Congress is still in session, but will be going home for the Christmas Holidays
very shortly.
In the meantime they are trying to figure out how to
give the big three auto manufacturers a bail-out without
making the taxpayers mad at them. The Administration
wants to take the funding from the 700 billion already
authorized for spending, but Congress would prefer to
add an additional amount to bail-out the car makers. I
hope they decide something this time and not send them
away to come up with a plan. They first wanted 25 billion, but when they returned they needed 34 billion. If
they have to return again the sum may go to 45 billion or
more. MOAA has not, and probably won’t, take any position on this subject. However, if you are personally
interested, you can contact your Senators and Congressman directly.
MOAA National has not yet published a list of the
bills they intend to support in 2009. This is probably due
to the fact that all bills from the 110th Congress have
been cancelled and must be re-introduced. I’m sure that
the staff at National is working very hard to get sponsors
for the bills they wish to have introduced. They have put
out a list of subjects that they wish to support:
•
SBP/DIC. Congress should repeal the law that
reduces military Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) annuities by the amount of any benefits payable from
the VA Dependency and Indemnity Compensation
(DIC) program. The $50.00 per month payment
authorized by the FY2009 Defense Authorization
Act is not a fair payment.
•
Concurrent Receipt. Congress needs to completely
eliminate the law that makes hundreds to thousands of disabled uniformed services retirees forfeit part or all of their earned military retired pay
•
Oppose TRICARE Increases. The FY2009 Defense budget proposed large increases in fees, deductibles, and co-payments that affect all military
beneficiaries and it proposed decreasing TRICARE
funding in anticipation of increased premiums
from beneficiaries. Additionally, DOD proposed
means testing for the higher fees. It is expected
that the FY 2010 bill will have similar provisions.
•
Guard/Reserve Retirement. Dramatically increased demands for Reserve commitments should
be matched by a more robust military retirement to
partially offset the loss of civilian retirement accrual from multiple call-ups during a 20 year reserve career.

•

10th Annual QRMC. The new report of the 10th Quadrennial Review of Military Compensation (QRMC)
proposes a number of changes in military pay and
benefits that cannot be supported by MOAA.

You will note that most of the above items have been supported by MOAA for the last few years. We have gained
ground on almost all of them, but still need more improvement. The QRMC is a new subject that was introduced late
in 2008. Under the law, DOD must conduct a QRMC every
four years. National Guard and Reserve items were generated by the Report of the Commission of the National Guard
and Reserves, which came out in January, 2008, but has not
received the attention it deserves. I believe the 111th Congress will act on this Report very soon.
The Alamo Chapter has decided to become more involved
with the State of Texas Legislation. I have found a state government web site that says it will follow/track bills introduced into the State House or Senate. I ask for your help in
this endeavor. If you learn of a bill introduced into the state
congressional hopper, please advise me of it. I need the bill
number and if possible the title. I can be reached through the
Duty Officer at the Chapter HQ, or by calling me at my home
number: 830-608-1271, or by e-mail at: fparks@satx.rr.com.
Let’s see what we can do on the state level.

Maj Frank Parks, (Ret)

New Law Authorizes Veteran’s
Salutes during National Anthem
Veterans and active-duty military not in uniform can now
render the military-style hand salute during the playing of the
national anthem, thanks to changes in federal law that took
effect this month. The new provision improves upon a little
known change in federal law last year that authorized veterans to render the military-style hand salute during the raising,
lowering or passing of the flag, but it did not address salutes
during the national anthem. Last year's provision also applied to members of the armed forces while not in uniform.
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MOAA Legislative Goals for 2009
Active / Reserve Force Issues
1. Sustain defense budget of at least 4% of GDP to fund both people and weapons needs
2. Increase active duty, G/R force sizes (end strength) to match mission
3. Restore full military pay comparability with private sector (2.9% gap remains)
4. Upgrade G/R retirement/compensation to reflect "operational reserve" demands
5. Authorize currently serving families to use pre-tax health/dependent care programs
6. Strengthen financial, legal, reemployment protections for mobilized G/R force
7. Protect funding for commissary, dependent schools and other military benefits
8. Improve access to affordable child care
9. Raise relocation payments to cover members' costs for government-directed moves
10. Protect members against travel credit card interest/credit risks for late govt payments

Retirement / Survivor Issues
1. Preserve full-inflation cost-of-living adjustments (COLAs)
2. Eliminate the Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) deduction from SBP
3. Authorize full concurrent receipt of military retired pay and VA disability compensation
4. Restore VA survivor annuities for qualifying widows who remarry after age 55
5. Oppose military benefit changes that are inconsistent with service career sacrifices
6. Expand permanent ID card eligibility for elderly / disabled beneficiaries
7. Reform the Uniformed Services Former Spouse Protection Act (USFSPA)
8. Authorize survivors to retain the deceased sponsor's full final-month retired pay
9. Implement a more equitable military disability retirement system
This is only a partial listing of the goals set by MOAA national for 2009. For a complete listing visit www.moaa.org or
contact us at (210) 228-9955 or by email moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net.

Alamo Chapter M embership
As of: De ce m be r 31, 2008
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Current
Membership
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_____
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2008

900
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M ar
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Exec VP’s Corner
Well, the Christmas season is over, the New Year has
begun and we are about to inaugurate a new President.
The New Year, as you well know, presents us with many
challenges. In particular, with the economy and the
budget in such collapse and chaos, we will have to very
watchful that our troops are taken care of and not neglected.

Adoption of this compact would insure that military children moving into Texas would not be penalized for not having some of the requirements that native Texas children are
required in their schooling. Equivalents would be recognized
so as to not hold children back in their educational progress.
Please be sure and attend our January meeting as this will
be directed toward personal affairs issues. As a former Personal Affairs Officer, I can guarantee that in most cases there
are things that we either need to do or have not thought of
doing for our potential survivors. Having worked with many
widows and widowers I can tell you many difficulties that we
have had to deal with as a result of not really planning ahead
and making sure that the partner was well versed in what
needed to be done.

The Alamo Chapter will be participating in the
“Advocating on the Hill” activities sponsored as part of
the 1st Quarter Texas Council of Chapters meeting on
February 4/5 2009 in Austin. This activity will bring
together Chapters throughout the state to meet with their
Senators and Representative at the State level to ask for
their support in legislation that will benefit our military
in Texas; Active Duty, Guard, Reserve, veterans and retired.

Here is wishing you all a very prosperous and Happy New
Year in 2009! May we all be blessed!

Prior to that meeting, the officers of the Chapter will
be attending the yearly Texas Veterans Commission and
Texas Military Coalition meetings in Austin on January
28th. It is during this meeting that recommendations to
the Texas Legislature will be finalized and revised.
Many of those recommendations have already been circulated with the Legislators. Following are some of the
recommendations already put forward:
• 100% property tax reduction for 100% disabled veterans.
• A significant increase in the dollar amount used to
reduce the appraised value of any disabled veterans
property.
• Creation of a lottery scratch-off card that would
benefit veterans and veterans programs in Texas.
The resulting money would flow through the Texas
Veterans Assistance Fund for disbursement to eligible and qualified veterans and veterans programs.
• Extension of the Hazelwood Act that would allow
the benefit to be passed on to family members if not
used by the service member and removal of restrictive language from the current Act which allows certain Texas Universities to refuse Texas Veterans the
use of the Acts benefits.
• Enactment of legislation that will give veteran owned
and disabled veteran owned businesses preferred access to State and Federal contracts in Texas.

Maj Jim Cunningham (Ret)

In addition, the TCC and the Alamo Chapter are advocating that bills filed by Senator Leticia Van de Putte
(SB90) and Representative Susan King (HB174) be
passed adding Texas to the list of States who have
adopted the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunities for Military Children.
5
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VP Admin
We just had another wonderful
Christmas Dinner Dance. VP of Programs Mac McDonald did an outstanding job again - as usual. Unfortunately he is leaving and I don’t know
what we will do without him. He is
doing his best to provide for a smooth
transition by scheduling some of next
year’s programs before he goes.
The party was great. The service
provided by the Randolph O’Club
Staff was outstanding. The best part
was the camaraderie. The stories that
were shared about memorable Christmases were moving and very interesting. I’m afraid mine was not. When
the stories started, I suddenly realized
that I spent Christmas Day in VietNam, but could not remember anything about that day. Strange. Maybe
I was still adjusting. I remember arriving incountry 10 December 1967. I
had not slept for over two days and I
went on my first flight the next day.
Upon returning in our trusty “Gooney
Bird”, there were tracers flying all
around the aircraft. I wasn’t scared. I
was too tired to care. All I remember
is telling my old buddy Don Duley,
sitting next to me in the cockpit that
they were shooting at us. That was
followed by the “TET OFFENSIVE”.
You figure.
For all my ROTC/JROTC volunteers; thank you all for helping me
keep this program going all this years.
I couldn’t do it without you. I have
already received the first request. I
will assume that you all will participate again this year. Let me know if
you can’t and I will remove you from
the list.
We presented 56 awards last year
and we’ll try to present 60 this year.
We plan to add two more high schools
and two more universities. We have
also added two JROTC scholarships in
addition to our regular chapter scholarship.
Until next month.

LCDR Gil Rodriguez (Ret)
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MOAA-AC 2nd Annual Golf Tournament
To Include Non-Golfers

People the world over enjoy the
game of golf despite its frustrations.
Others have tried it and decided “Not
for me!”

of this issue and send it together with
your entry fee if you wish to play.
Or, if you wish to donate an entry fee
for a Warrior, simply send a check
for $85 made payable to MOAA-AC
and write Golf Tournament in the
memo area.

Whether you play golf or you don’t,
you probably agree that helping Warriors and their families as they recuperate and try to return to a “normal” life
is good. And, you likely agree that
Sponsors provide additional rehelping young Americans gain a colsources so that more of the entry fee
lege education is also good. Here’s a
can be donated to the WFSC and
way you can do both:
Scholarship Fund. If you are able to
donate goods or services or are assoOn Friday, March 27th, our Alamo ciated with a company or firm that
chapter is hosting its second annual
can, please call me, Gene Culp, (210golf tournament at Ft Sam Houston’s 493-8156) and I will provide more
Loma course. The net proceeds will
detailed information.
be evenly divided between the Fort
Golfers! Get a foursome together
Sam Houston Warriors and Family
and sign up. A fun afternoon, door
Support Center, which is supported
prizes and an awards dinner await
entirely by donations, and our chapyou.
ter’s Scholarship Fund.

LtCol Gene Culp

A 1:00 p.m. shotgun start will begin
the tournament playing a scramble
format and an awards dinner will close
out the event.

At this point, those of you who
don’t play golf will turn your attention
to other matters thinking “Not for
me!” NOT TRUE!!

Grateful thanks to the following
folks who have kindly donated to
the chapter Scholarship Fund:
LTC Carl Russell USA (Ret)

Though you don’t play, you can
donate the cost of an entry fee
($85.00) and permit a Warrior or family member to play free. You can clip
out the entry form located on Page 14
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President’s Message
(Continued from Page 1)

Solitaires

ship for one of our own, a son, daughter, grandson or granddaughter of a
MOAA member. The details of this
are being worked on by Dan Cummings and his team.
I would also like to just make a
quick comment on the year 2009 and
the 111th Congress that will be convening soon and the 89th legislative session in Austin. Your chapter is going
to be very involved this year in advocating for certain issues that are critical to our military. That advocacy effort will be led by our Executive Vice
President and current President of the
Texas Council, Major Jim Cunningham USAR (Ret). He is doing a great
a great job in formulating a “Military
Officers Advocating in Austin” session. I know if any of you are interested in participating, he would be
happy to hear from you.

Happy New Year Everybody!
The Solitaires start the New Year with
a new president and new resolutions to
support our organization - come to meetings at least once a month. It is
the opportunity we all seek to turn over
a new leaf, or at least to fulfill last year’s
resolutions.

What is so special about New Years?
How did we start this popular celebrated
festival? It dates back to the emperors of
old. They thought of celebrating one
special day to mark the end of one year
and the beginning of another: a way to
keep track of time. About 2000 years
I close this article with excitement
ago the Egyptians, Persians and Phoeni– excitement for a new year, excitecians celebrated the spring Equinox in
ment for more opportunities for your
mid-March as the beginning of the year.
chapter to move ever forward. That
The Greeks chose the winter Solstice. In
cannot happen without your continued
the old Roman calendar New Years fell
support. I will endeavor to do my very
on 1 March. The calendar was based on
best to provide the leadership for the
the cycles of the moon according to
chapter and to make it a worthy orplanting seasons of spring and autumn.
ganization for you to participate in.
Numa Pompillus, second king of
God Bless you and God Bless AmerRome, divided the year into twelve lunar
ica. Happy New Year!
months, adding January and February,
and shifted New Years to January. But
) not all Romans accepted the change. It
was Julius Caesar in 48 BC who officially declared 1 January as the New
Year.

LtCol Edward Marvin (Ret

Upcoming Events
February 26, 2009

Chapter Luncheon
Lackland AFB

About 500 years later Pope Gregory
Xlll abolished the old Julian calendar
and introduced the Gregorian calendar which added a leap year every four
years to maintain a balance between seasons and calendar. By 1582 New Years
was celebrated on the first day of January. We use the New Year as an opportunity to turn over a new leaf and effect
behavioral changes.
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Here are some perennial resolutions:
1) I am going to lose weight.
(Where did I hide those chocolate
bars?)
2) I am going to eat a healthy diet.
(Let’s stop at McDonald's for lunch.)
3) I am going to take my prescribed
medicines faithfully. (I don't like the
side effects of those pills. Think I'll
skip them for a few days. I feel
fine.)
4) I am going to get more exercise.
(Glad I got that golf cart for Christmas. I get tired just looking for the
TV remote.)
5) I am going to church more often.
(Guess I could add Easter to
my Christmas attendance.)
Now fess up: how many resolutions did you make that you really
intend to keep. So let it be resolved that we collectively will
make the coming year the best yet
for Solitaires.
See you at Fort Sam Club at 1100
Tuesday 6 January 2009.

Col Irene Collier (Ret)
— If you are a single man or lady
and like to eat, chat, make new
friends, experience or provide sometimes brief impromptu or scheduled
interesting demonstrations, talks, or
discussions, whether you are: visiting the area; active duty or retired;
widowed or divorced; the SOLITAIRES is the group for you.
— This is a wonderful opportunity
to enjoy camaraderie with other single men and ladies whose backgrounds and experiences are or have
been with the military.
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FILL OUT THIS SURVEY AND ENTER DRAWING TO WIN A FREE LUNCH FOR TWO AT
MONTHLY MEETING
Program Survey – We Need Your Feedback Please!
Our Chapter attempts to provide a variety of luncheon programs and events that have
a broad appeal to you. We are developing our program schedule for 2009 and need
your input. Please take a few minutes to complete the attached survey and return it to
the MOAA-AC Office. We will use the results in developing our future programs and
events.

1. What is/are your preferred location(s) for the monthly luncheons? (Please circle all that apply)
1. Ft Sam Houston Club
2. Randolph AFB Officers Club
3. Lackland AFB Gateway Club
4. Kelly Field Club
5. Off-Base Restaurant
6. Other:
_______________________________
2. What is an acceptable price range to pay for a luncheon meeting?
$_____________ to $_______________
3. What is an acceptable price range to pay for an event (dinner/dance, picnic, etc)?
$_____________ to $_______________

Please circle your choice for the following questions:
4. I would be willing to have a self-service buffet.

Yes/No

5. A “pay as you go” wine bar is acceptable.

Yes/No

6. A full service bar should be available.

Yes/No

7. The BEST day of the week to hold luncheons is: (circle)
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
8. The WORST day of the week to hold luncheons is: (circle)
Monday Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

(Continued on Page 9)
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(Continued from Page 8)

9. Please select with an x your top 3 most enjoyable programs/events from 2008:
Jan - “Air Force Villages Update”, Col Kerry Green, USAF (Ret) @ Air Force Villages II.
Feb - Dinner/Dance, Celebration of Valentines Day @ RAFB O’Club.
Mar - “Operation Homefront”, Mrs. Karla Ayala @ RAFB O’Club.
Apr- Fiesta Picnic @ RAFB Eberle Park.
May - “Mission Brief”, Brig Gen John C. Fobian, Cmdr 443d Mil Airlift Wing @ LAFB Club.
June - “Elder Fraud”, Joanne Woodruff, Ass’t District Attorney @ Ft. Sam Club.
Jul - “National Security”, Col. Ken Allard, USAR (Ret) @ Ft. Sam Club.
Aug - “Navy Reorganization”, RADM Don Bullard, USN (Ret) @ Army Res Community.
Sep - Oktoberfest Picnic @ RAFB Eberle Park.
Oct - “Patriot Fund”, Rosie and Alan Babin @ Kelly Field Club.
Nov - “U.S. Flag History”, Pete Van de Putte Jr., Dixie Flag Company @ Ft. Sam Club.
Dec - Christmas Dinner/ Dance @ RAFB O’Club).

10. What sort of programs/speakers/events would you like to see in the future?

Print Name: (To be eligible for free lunch drawing)

____________________________________________________

Please return this survey to: MOAA-AC Attn: Vice-President Programs, PO Box 8037 San Antonio, TX 78208 or e-mail your response to moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net.

FILL OUT THIS SURVEY AND ENTER DRAWING TO WIN A FREE LUNCH FOR TWO AT
MONTHLY MEETING
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Chapter Events Calendar
JANUARY

FEBRUARY

1 New Year’s Day / Fly the Flag!

1 Volunteer Hours Due

2 Volunteer Hours Due

1 Deadline for Communications Award

2 VA Hospital Decoration Removal

3 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Sam Houston Club

6 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Sam Houston Club

5 TCC – MOAA Leadership Mtg Austin

8 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office

12 Lincoln’s Birthday - Fly the Flag!

15 MOAA-AC Board Meeting 11am Randolph O Club

12 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office

15 Lariat Article Deadline

12 Health Care Advisory Council Meeting Ft Sam

19 Martin Luther King, Jr, Day - Fly the Flag!

15 Lariat Article Deadline

21 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am

18 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am

22 Chapter Luncheon - Personal Affairs Speaker Sam
Houston Club 11am

21 Lariat to Printer
22 Solitaires Brunch 11 am Randolph O Club

23 Lariat to Printer

24 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers
Welcome)

25 Solitaires Brunch 11 am Randolph O Club
27 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers
Welcome)

26 Chapter Luncheon

Ongoing:

Note: Events bolded are for the general membership and italicized are for staff, though members are always welcome.
Please call the office for details (210) 228-9955

MARCH

1) Cookie Angels delivering items to Warrior & Family Support
Center
2) Volunteers meet every Monday at MOAA offices at 9am for the
“Gathering of the Gardeners”

APRIL

3 Volunteer Hours Due

1 Volunteer Hours Due

3 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Sam Houston Club

2 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office

5 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office

7 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Sam Houston Club

15 Lariat Article deadline

12 Easter Sunday - Fly the Flag!

18 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am

15 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am

20 Lariat to Printer

15 Lariat Article deadline

22 Solitaires Brunch 11 am Randolph O Club

23 Lariat to Printer

26 Chapter Luncheon

22 Chapter Fiesta Picnic Eberle Park 5:30pm

27 Second Annual MOAA-AC Golf Tournament Ft
Sam Loma Course

23 Ft Sam Volunteer of Year Recognition 10am

26 Solitaire Brunch 11am Randolph O Club
31 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers
28 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers
Welcome)
Welcome)
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Referred by: _____________________________________________________

Benefits of Membership
• Our monthly newsletter, the
Lariat which includes a calendar of
events, is sent to each member, and
includes both MOAA and Alamo
Chapter news. Stay informed!
• Monthly luncheons, which
rotate between the Randolph, Fort
Sam Houston, and Lackland
service clubs, feature informative
speakers and are also open to
guests.
• Benefit information of all
kinds is provided through the
Alamo Chapter. We have an
experienced Vice President of
Personal Affairs who can give
quick answers to your and family
members’ questions, or who can
research the more complex issues.
• The opportunity to enjoy the
camaraderie of meeting fellow
chapter members and their guests.
We also plan for various social
events, open to families and guests.
In addition, our chapter features a
singles group called the Solitaires,
some of who are surviving spouses.
The Solitaires have a busy social
calendar.
• Automatic enrollment in
MOAA national for one year,
which includes the MOAA
magazine, the Military Officer.
• Make your voice heard on
proposed state and national military
legislation which may affect you
and your family. Both the Alamo
Chapter and MOAA national
welcome your views!
• Enjoy many benefits,
discounts, and services, to include
career planning. The Alamo
Chapter also provides college
scholarships to those who qualify.
MOAA Travel helps you plan that
great getaway, and is available for
members.

The Lariat January 2009

The Give Me 10! Campaign offers some new options for membership. Two options (the second with a sub
option) for joining are available:
1. You can join the local MOAA chapter (the Alamo Chapter) for one year membership for the price of
$25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse) and receive one year free membership in MOAA National (if not
already a member). Please fill out the local chapter membership application form. Please make out a check for
$25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary member) payable to MOAA-AC and mail the form and check to our local chapter
office.
2. You can join MOAA National receiving two years membership for the normal price of one year - $25.00
($24.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse). Please fill out the local chapter membership application form. Please make
out a check for $25.00 ($24.00) (or Life Member dues) payable to MOAA and mail the form and check to our
local chapter office. We will then initiate an additional separate national form for you and forward it and your
MOAA National check to the national headquarters.
2.a. Then if you choose, you can additionally join the local MOAA chapter (the Alamo Chapter) for one
year membership for the price of $25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse). Please make out a separate check
for $25.00 ($15.00) payable to MOAA-AC and include it with the form and check described in paragraph 2
above.

Membership Application
(Annual Membership – renews January 1st)

Are you a member of MOAA National? __________

Military Officers Association of America
Alamo Chapter
Circle Status: Commissioned & Warrant Officers of all services - Active, Reserves,
former, or Retired, National Guard, NOAA, PHS, Surviving Spouse.
Name_________________________________________________________________
(Print) Last
First
MI
Spouse
______________________________________________________________________
Residence Address
City
State
Zip
________________________________________________________________
Rank/Grade
Service
Date of Birth
Home phone_______________________Business phone________________________
Civilian/Military Occupation______________________________________________
Firm/Unit____________________________ E-mail*___________________________
* May we have your permission to publish this information in the Chapter Membership
Directory? ________
(*This directory and your e-mail address are exclusively for the use of the chapter and
will not be sold or used for any other purpose than chapter communications and/or board
approved activity.)
Would you like to access our monthly newsletter (The Lariat) at our website versus
having it mailed to you? _______
Would you be interested in being active in chapter volunteer activity? _______
In what area(s) would you like to assist (e.g., member recruiting, personal affairs,
JROTC awards, public relations, programs & events, phone calling, other or wherever
the need is greatest)?___________________________________________________.
________________________________________
Signature

____________________
Date

CHARITABLE OUTREACH PROGRAM
Please accept my tax-deductible donation of: $____________ to (check one)
* Outreach Fund _______ As designated by the Alamo Chapter ________
* a fund for a yearly college scholarship and other charitable programs and services.

Send To:
MOAA-AC, P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, Tx 78208-0037
For questions please call (210) 228-9955 or e-mail: moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net
Also visit our chapter’s website at www.alamomoaa.org

Please feel free to copy and provide this form
to prospective members.
3-17-08
12
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Military Officers Association of America

Alamo Chapter 2nd Annual Golf Tournament
Friday, March 27, 2009 **** 1:00pm Shotgun Start **** Modified Scramble Format
Fort Sam Houston Golf Club (Loma Course) **** (Entry into FSH not required)
Benefiting the Fort Sam Houston Warrior & Family Support Center and
MOAA Alamo Chapter Scholarship Fund (50% of net proceeds to each)
Entry Fee $85.00
Entry fee includes green fees, cart, bottled water and awards dinner.
Prizes for team low net score, hole-in-one, closest to the pin, longest drive.
Plus drawings for many door prizes.
Don’t play golf? Your donation of an entry fee allows a Warrior to play free.
Place your name on the first line of entry form. Write “Donate to a Warrior” below your name.
Plan to play but want to also donate an entry fee for a Warrior? Add an additional entry fee in
your check and write “Donate to a Warrior” under the last name in your group.
Your generosity is greatly appreciated.
Name:_____________________________________________ Handicap or average score:___
Name:_____________________________________________ Handicap or average score:___
Name:_____________________________________________ Handicap or average score:___
Name:_____________________________________________ Handicap or average score:___

Make checks payable to MOAA-AC.
Send entry fee and check to: MOAA-AC P.O. Box 8037 San Antonio TX 78208
Donations are tax deductible to extent allowed by law.
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Receiving The Lariat Online?
If you would prefer to read your Lariat on-line rather than receive a printed
copy, send us an email with the subject line as OLLO and we’ll gladly remove
you from the printed version mailing list.
We will notify you by email when the new issue is available for viewing.

Save paper, save postage, read it sooner, AND with color!!

Alamo Chapter
VOLUNTEER STAFF:
PRESIDENT
LtCol Edward L. Marvin
elmarv@swbell.net
EXEC VP Operations MAJ James R. Cunningham
jimbob48@sbcglobal.net
EXEC VP Admin
LCDR Gilberto Rodriguez
gilfly@earthlink.net
VP PROGRAMS
(Open)
VP MEMBERSHIP LTC Randy Hoff
randyhoff106@hotmail.com
SECRETARY
Col David Patrick
dpatrick1@satx.rr.com
TREASURER
Col Vaughn Caudill
vaughn.caudill@us.army.mil
SCHOLARSHIP
LTC Dan Cummings
VP PERSONAL AFFAIRS Open
DEPUTY PA
LtCol Craig Erickson
VP LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS MAJ Frank Parks
DEP LEG AFFAIRS LtCol Ed LeFebvre
VP PUBLIC RELATIONS Rhoda Philby
DATABASE MGR Col Barry Long
VP LOGISTICS
MAJ Mike Walker
LEGAL COUNSEL (Open)
SOLITAIRES
Mavis Cleary
CONSULTANT
Maj Len Mull
EDITOR
Col Kerry Green
ASSOCIATE EDITOR LtCol Gene Culp
CHAPLAIN
(Open)
PX/VAV/VAC Rep Susie Tolman
TOPS OFFICER
Col David Patrick
WEB MASTER
Col Bill Hudson
ASST WEBMASTER (Open)
VOLUNTEER COORD. Col Dale Vande Hey
ADVERTISING COORD. LtCol David Walker
AFV SATELLITE COORD LtCol Ginny Alloway
DUTY OFFICERS: Col Irene Collier
LTC Ken Vandergrift
CPT Walter Grinfield
Floaters: CWO Barry Martin
LtCol Jim Webb
DIRECTORS:
BG Robert Herring
Col Luke Fisher
Col George Gagnon
Col Ed McCarthy
Col Frank Rohrbough
LTC Harry Carpenter
DIRECTORS EMERITUS
BG George Woodard
Col George Weinbrenner

LTC Jim Finch
LTC John Gibbs
LTC Sumner Hudson
2Lt Naomi Evangelista
Mrs. Susie Tolman

HONORARY DIRECTORS
Gen Ralph Haines
Gen William McBride

Statement of Publication
The Lariat is the newsletter of the Military Officers Association of America—Alamo Chapter. It is published once each
month to inform the membership of issues and activities of
interest to all.
MOAA-AC is a non-profit organization within the state of
Texas organized to represent the membership and to support
the activities of the Texas Council of Chapters and MOAA
National.
Advertising contained in the newsletter is not endorsed by
the Chapter and does not represent any recommendation to
the membership. Opinions expressed in articles contained
herein are not necessarily those of the membership as a
whole or the Chapter. Questions should be directed to the
Editor, at the Chapter office.
MOAA-AC P.O. Box 8037 San Antonio, TX 78208
(210) 228-9955 moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net
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MISSION STATEMENT
TO BE A MAJOR SOURCE OF INFORMATION,
SUPPORT AND SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT FOR THE
MEMBERSHIP;
TO PROVIDE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES FOR
THE COMMON GOOD OF OUR MILITARY
COMMUNITY; AND TO BE A POWERFUL VOICE
SUPPORTING MOAA AT THE LOCAL, STATE AND
NATIONAL LEVELS.

P.O. Box 8037
San Antonio, TX 78208-0037
Phone: 210-228-9955
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Postmaster — please deliver by January 14th
Time Sensitive Material

Thursday January 22, 2009

Chapter Luncheon
Speaker: James Stokes
FSH Casualty & Mortuary Affairs
Sam Houston Club

Directions to Sam Houston Club

Social Hour beginning 11am
Lunch served at 11:45am

I-35 Walters Road Gate

Menu (Circle Choice)
A) Baked Chicken Breast
B) BBQ Brisket
with Mango Chutney
Oven roasted red potatoes, Green beans & Baby carrots
Spring mix salad with Ranch and Italian dressing
Dinner rolls with butter
Peach Cobbler
Water, Coffee & Tea service and $3.50 per bottle honor wine bar

$16.00 per person Enclosed: $___________
RSVP By Noon Monday, January 19th
Reservations not cancelled by noon Tuesday 20th will be billed.

Name______________________________________

From Walters Road checkpoint go thru the traffic light at
Wilson and Scott. (If you have no decal and go through
the visitor station, after wards turn left onto Wilson, then
right at the light onto Scott).
Stay straight ahead on Scott thru two (2) traffic signals to
the 4-way stop at Harney.
Turn Right, go past the Harlequin Dinner Theatre,
through Patch and on to Chaffee.

Guest:_____________________________________
Non member Officers welcome with reservations
Send reservation slip & check made payable to
MOAA-AC at P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, TX 78208
RSVP by email moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net or phone (210) 228-9955.
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Turn Left onto Chaffee, continue up hill to Sam Houston Club
on the right (Bldg 1395).
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