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President’s Message
I am preparing my report for the
June Lariat on this very memorable
day; Memorial Day 2009. I started
my day with a rather extended walk
this morning. In the beauty of the
morning, listening to the birds sing
and everything that goes with that part
of the day, my thoughts were very
reflective on the reason for the celebration of the day. I couldn’t help but
think about all of the veterans and all
of the people connected to the veterans over these many years who have
done their very best for their country;
many making the ultimate sacrifice.
And I hasten to add my thoughts
extended to our chapter. With nearly
1200 members who are great and honorable Americans, I just wish I had
the ability to know all of the heroic,
wonderful, and patriotic things each
of you have done over the course of
your lives in serving your nation, your
military, and your family. If we could
somehow only write a book with all
the experiences of each of you members, it would be a great book. I thank
you for your service. I thank you for
your membership in our chapter and
your continuing service to the military
community.

Later in the morning I had the opportunity to attend the Memorial Day
service at Ft Sam Houston. I saw
some of our members there including
Ed & Sue McCarthy who always attend. I want to publicly thank Jim
Finch who served as our standard
bearer to take the chapter wreath into
the circle of honor; honoring our Memorial Day veterans. With each passing year I become more and more
emotional as I observe the ceremony
and as I observe the protocol that
goes on during the ceremony with the
great Americans who attend. How
fitting can it be to recognize those
who have kept us free and continue to
serve in that capacity to keep us free?

Surely, they are the great Americans.
I would also like to say that May
has been a very active month with
your leadership. Thanks to Mac
McDonald for being our Volunteer
of the Year. He was honored at a
very nice ceremony at Ft Sam Houston on May 20, and he will be honored in June by the United Way at
the “Night of the Thousand Stars”.
Mac has been the program chairman
and is a newly appointed director of
our chapter. You could not believe
the amount of charitable endeavors
this gentleman does in his many life
pursuits as he goes down the trail.
Thank You Mac.
(Continued on Page 8)
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JROTC Presentation
LCDR Gil Rodriguez USN (Ret) presenting the MOAA award to Cadet
LTC Jessica Cade of Claudia Taylor Johnson High School.
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Chapter News &
Notices

2009 Col Clarence T. Torrey Community Service
Scholarship Recipient

Andrew Bonnema is a senior at Samuel Clemens High School in Schertz,
Texas. He is graduating Summa Cum
Laude in the Class of 2009. He is a
member of the National Honor Society,
a National Merit Commended Scholar,
and an AP Scholar. Andrew has served
in multiple leadership roles in the
Cookie Angels
Mighty Buffalo Marching Band. He has
The cookies angels were hard at work distinguished himself in Trombone Peragain last month. Many thanks to the formance having earned All District, All
Region and All Area awards, is a three
following who either baked goodies,
time Texas State UIL Solo Qualifier, and
brought fruits or provided much
needed personal items to our wounded received the John Philip Sousa Band
Award. Andrew has been recognized
soldiers at Ft Sam Houston’s Warrior
by his school for both his academics and
and Family Support Center.
If you are able to donate to the WFSC leadership accomplishments by being
competitively selected for the Jon Ben
please call Susie at (210) 654-0351, so
we may add your name to our list.
Sheppard Student Leadership Forum and
Thank you.
for USAA’s National Leadership and
Service Award. He was recognized as a
Aina Blake
UIL Scholar and received the Semper
Irene Collier
Fidelis award.
Frank and Dolores DeVille
Nita Felder
Following high school graduation,
Susan Filippini
Andrew will attend Bob Jones UniverJohn Gibbs
sity as a Music Education major where
Ed & Sue McCarthy
he hopes to prepare to be a high school
Mac and Lori McDonald
band director. After his undergraduate
Bo Mills
training, he plans to pursue a Master’s
Lolly Orlowski
Degree in Trombone Performance with
Frank and Helga Parks
the goal of being a trombonist in a symJan Rund
phony orchestra.
Phyllis Smith
Susie Tolman
Andrew is a volunteer member of
Dot Wise
Schertz’s Community Fine Arts Network
Tom and Evelyn Woods
Community Band serving as the first

chair trombonist. He ministers
monthly to the elderly residents at
Graceland Assisted Living by performing music with his family. Andrew is active in his church’s choir,
orchestra, youth group, and children’s ministries. He also assists in
the development of local elementary
band students by providing trombone lessons.
Andrew is the son of Albert and
Sheila Bonnema. His father is a
Lieutenant Colonel in the United
States Air Force and his mother is a
homemaker and musician. He has
two sisters, Jessica, 14, and Adriana,
13. Although Andrew has excelled
academically in all subject areas, he
especially enjoys United States military history. Outside of school, he
enjoys reading, listening to classical
music, video games, sports, and talking with friends.

L-R Dan Cummings, Scholarship Chair with
Sheila, Andrew & LTC Bonnema.

Volunteer Opportunities
Do you have some spare some time? Please help us make this the best chapter ever. Currently we need the following:

Grateful thanks to the following folks
who have kindly donated to the Chapter:

Ruth Balliram
LTC Benjamin Sewell USA (Ret)
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VP Programs
Assistant Programs
Chaplain
Legal Counsel
VP Logistics

Golf Tournament Organizer 2010
Active Duty Liaison Officers
Transportation Coordinator
Historian
VP Personal Affairs

Job descriptions are available. Please call Dale Vande Hey at the MOAAAC office (210) 228-9955.
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LEGISLATIVE REPORT
I am awaiting the MOAA Legislative Update from
May 15, and studying the Update of May 8, which contains the first details of the new Defense and VA budgets.
The Defense budget formally lists taking care of
military people as the topmost priority – “a long-term
commitment by the department to take care of our people.” To accomplish this, the budget includes several
items that improve the plight of all personnel.
This is the first time in four years that the defense
budget hasn’t included formal proposals for big hikes
in TRICARE fees for retirees under 65.
However, Pentagon leaders still want to raise TRICARE fees. This year they’re going to ask Congress to
do that rather than cutting the budget on the assumption that it will happen. There is also some progress on
concurrent receipt, but there are no details as yet.
The VA budget of $113 billion is more than a 15%
increase over current year spending, due in large measure to increased GI Bill benefits and increased numbers
of disabled veterans qualifying for VA benefits.
The May 8, Legislative Update has a report on the
MOAA Hill-Stormers. On April 22 nearly 150 MOAA
state and national representatives visited almost all the
senators and representatives on Capital Hill resulting in
some big jumps in co-sponsorship numbers for several
key bills. Additional reports on the “Storming–the–
Hill” exercise are in this LARIAT.
While in Washington Exec VP Jim Cunningham
learned of a new initiative started by MOAA National
to designate a minimum of two volunteers in each Congressional district to become more familiar and
friendly with the Representative of the District. Each
chapter would work to find volunteers who are willing
to take on this assignment. The Alamo Chapter covers
San Antonio, Bexar County and the surrounding area,
which has all of District 20 (Rep. Charles A. Gonzalez)
and portions of District 21 (Rep. Lamar S. Smith), District 23 (Ciro D. Rodriguez), and District 28 (Rep.
Henry Cuellar).
The reason for asking for volunteers from the Congressional Districts is that Congressmen are more
likely to work with and answer to their own constituents rather than someone who is not a constituent. We
have asked in the past for volunteers who know their
congressman to assist the legislative section of the
chapter. This time we are asking for volunteers who
are willing to cultivate or have already made an acquaintance of their Representative. If you fit the bill,
please contact myself or Exec VP Cunningham.

We will hold a special meeting to brief you when we have all
the volunteers we need.
The Legislative Update of May 8 contains – among other
things – the details of the Administrations’ plans to expand
concurrent receipt eligibility to chapter 61 (disability) retirees.
The explanation requires a whole page of the update so I ask
that you to go there to read the details.
The Bureau of Labor Statistics has announced that inflation
rose 0.3% in April. That isn’t enough to make much difference
in the year-to-date number, which is still a minus 3.5%. It is
unlikely that retirees will see any COLA for 2010.
The May 8 Update also contains information on the Military
Homeowner Assistance Plan and the testimony of Secretary of
Defense Robert Gates and Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman
ADM Mike Mullen before the House Armed Services Committee. Please check out the Legislative Update.

Maj Frank Parks (Ret)
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Welcome New
Members!

Program Notes
Please be advised that we continue to have a great need for a Program Chairman. If interested
please call me at (210) 771-1177.
Were it not for Irene Collier and
Susie Tolman we would be in a
world of hurt as of late.
By the time you read this, hopefully you will have attended the program at The Ft Sam Houston Golf
Club. I realize that the agenda was
absolutely too full – we had so much
that came together on that day and
so many people to thank. First, I
want to thank those who attended for
without you our efforts are for
naught. I also want to thank Dan
Cummings for once again continuing
his leadership in the chapter heading
up our scholarship programs.
Thanks also to our many members
who have made contributions to the
scholarship fund over the last several
months. As you know we have enhanced it this year, and we have
three scholarships now.
Lastly, we thank Col Garr for giving her time. What a great leader
she is as Garrison Commander at Ft
Sam Houston. I know several
months ago we asked if we could
come to visit with her. Her retort
was that she would rather come and
visit with us at the chapter. We continue to work well, and we hope we
are giving back to the Ft Sam Houston Community as much as they
help us with their support in that
community.

centrated a good deal on military
leaders this year, and we are hoping
General Patrick will be able to be
with us on June 25th at the Consolidated Club at Lackland AFB. Please
come out and support our speakers-it is so important to give a good reflection of our chapter and to have
good attendance at the programs.

Col Dave Armstrong USAF
Col Eleanor Avery USAF
Col Maureen Lang USAF
Col James Quinn USAF
Col Rolland Reynolds USAF
LtCol Susan Davis USAF

We are looking forward later this
summer to have retired Four Star
General Gene Habiger, past Commander-In-Chief of the Strategic Air
Command to be a speaker at our August meeting. Our July meeting is
still being formulated at this point,
and we will have news in the next
Lariat on that.
Bottom line, we need a program
chairman. We try our best to give
the membership a reasonably priced
luncheon; as reasonably priced as we
can do it to break even and a good
program. I look forward to seeing as
many of you as possible at the programs.

LtCol Mike Glass USAF
LtCol Christopher Joyce USAF
LtCol Richard Meyer USAF
LtCol Kathleen Samuel USAF
Maj Jeff Bradley USAF
Maj Wilfredo Corder USA
Maj Melissa Curreri-Leveasque USAF
Maj Charles McPhail USA
Maj Tim Miller USA
Cpt Harry Jackson USAF
Cpt Nicholas Song USA
CW4 Craig Scholter USA

LtCol Ed Marvin (Ret)

Ruth Balliram

Acting Program Chair

Alamo Chapter M embership
As of: Ma y 31, 2009
1500
1450

2009
Goal

A c tiv e 230
A ux
251
Retired 586
Total 1067

1400
1350
1300
1250
1200

In that regard, during the May
luncheon, we made a presentation to
Judith Markelz of the Warrior and
Family Support Center for $2,125
from our recent Golf Tournament.

1150
1100
1050
1000

2009
2008

950
900

Our program for June will feature
General Patrick, Commander of the
37th Training Wing at Lackland
AFB. As you know we have conThe Lariat June 2009
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Exec VP’s Corner
At this writing, the work of the 81st
Texas Legislature is winding down.
This has been a very interesting and at
the same time frustrating session for
the military and veterans in Texas.
The Interstate Compact for Military
Children was passed and has been
signed by the Governor. Extreme efforts were made both on the Senate
and House sides to get legislation in
place to implement ad valorem tax
relief for disabled veterans which was
authorized by a vote of the people in
2007. The legislation died in the 80th
Session due to running out of time to
be considered in the House.

discussed ad nausium to provide the
delays wanted. We were now faced
with the enemy of the Session ending
by statute and the Senate bill still not
being considered.

Late on the afternoon of May 25th,
Memorial Day, Senate bill 469, with
the concurrence of Senator Carona and
that of Representative John Otto of
Dayton, SB469 was added as an
amendment to HB3613. HB3613 had
already been passed by the House and
with the agreement of the Senate and
House sponsors, the bill should go
through to the Governor for signature
thus finally implementing the proviHB742, authored by Representative sions of Proposition 9 and giving deserved tax relief to our disabled veterKino Flores of Mission, was introans. Once signed into law, the effect
duced during this 81st Session to fiof the bill should be that property taxes
nally accomplish this goal. On the
will be affected from January 1, 2009
Senate side, Senator John Carona of
Dallas introduced SB469, which was a forward which will have an affect on
duplicate of the House bill. The Sen- the 2010 property tax bills of our disate bill was passed handily by the Sen- abled veterans.
ate on April 22nd and sent to the House (Update: HB3613 passed on 5/27 )
for action. In the meantime, the House
Some of you may also be familiar
bill was mightily slowed in the Calendars Committee and was finally placed with the plight of the Veterans Assistance Fund administered by the Texas
on the House Calendar on May 13th.
As it turned out, due to the slowness of Veterans Commission. This was a
bill consideration in the House, HB742 fund to financially assist Veterans and
Veterans organizations who help vetdied because it was not considered
prior to the deadline set by the House. erans that was put into place by the
80th Session of the Texas Legislature.
All was not lost though! The Senate
bill was still in contention to be conThe problem was that the legislature
sidered and, if passed by the House
made no provisions to fund this assiswould put the tax relief to disabled
tance fund.
veterans in place.
With this session of the legislature,
Although SB469 now occupied a
Representative Chris Turner of Arlingfavored spot on the House Special Cal- ton introduced HB1299 and Senator
endar and normally would have been
Leticia Van de Putte of San Antonio
considered right away, it was not beintroduced SB421. Both bills were
cause of delaying tactics on the part of identical and would put into place a
some Representatives because they did special scratch off lottery ticket, whose
not want the Voter ID bill to come up funds generated, after expenses and
for consideration. As a result, we spent prizes to the State Lottery Commission
over a week and through the Memorial would contribute dedicated funds to
Day weekend hearing minor bills on
the Veterans Assistance Fund. Cost
the Issues and Consent Calendar be
studies and estimates were made, and
5

it is projected that after expenses, the
“scratch off” tickets have the potential
of generating almost $8,000,000 per
year for this fund. It was also determined that this would not take away
from funds already generated by other
lottery games to the Education Fund.
SB421 went to the State Affairs
Committee of the Senate and has languished there since March. The primary reason seems to be the Chairman, Senator Duncan of Lubbock is
opposed to gambling in any form and
would not release it to be heard and
acted upon by the full State Affairs
Committee. As a result SB421 has
essentially died in Committee.
In the meantime, HB1299 was heard
by the House Licensing Committee,
passed out to the House for consideration and passed by the House on May
15. Upon passage by the House, it
was sent to the Senate and referred to
the very same State Affairs Committee. No action seemed to be going on
in terms of getting it out of Committee
and on the Senate Floor, so in an action very similar to the one done with
SB469 above, HB1299 was amended
to SB1655, also sponsored by Senator
Van de Putte, which had earlier been
passed by the Senate and then in turn
approved in the House. This, then,
essentially makes action by the State
Affairs Committee mute and the bill
should go to the Governor for signature and start providing funds to the
Veterans Assistance Fund.
There were many other bills this
session which affected the military,
veterans and their families. I will try
and do a wrap up of these in the next
edition of the Lariat.

Maj Jim Cunningham (Ret)
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REFLECTIONS ON MEMORIAL DAY
We received the following article after our May edition of the Lariat
was published; however, the sentiment expressed by Mr. Owens is
one which can never be expressed
often enough and one which I believe
our members share in full measure.
Editor

help us to understand what this really
means.

On July 2nd, 1863, Major General
Dan Sickles, commanding III Corps
of the Army of the Potomac, held the
Union left along Cemetery Ridge south
of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. Dissatisfied with his position, he made an unauOn Monday, we will mark the
thorized movement to higher ground
141st anniversary of the first official along the Emmitsburg Pike to his front.
observation of the holiday we now
In so doing, he created a gap between his
call Memorial Day, as established
corps and Major General Winfield Scott
by General John A. Logan's "General Hancock's II Corps on his right. Before
Order No. 11" of the Grand Army of the mistake could be rectified, Sickles'
the Republic dated 5 May,
two under strength divisions were
1868. This order reads in part: "The struck by General James Longstreet's
30th day of May 1868 is desigveteran I Corps of Robert E. Lee's Connated for the purpose of strewing with federate Army of Northern Virginia
flowers and otherwise decorating the in an attack that ultimately threatened
graves of comrades who died in dethe entire Union position on Cemetery
fense of their country during
Ridge.
the late rebellion, and whose bodies lie in almost every city, village
At the height of the fighting, a fresh
and hamlet churchyard in the
Alabama brigade of 1,500 men, pursuing
land." Logan's order in fact ratified a the shattered remnants of Sickles corps,
practice that was already widespread, was on the verge of penetrating the Unboth in the North and the South, in
ion defenses on Cemetery Ridge. Unthe years immediately following the
ion commanders including Hancock
Civil War.
rushed reinforcements forward to
plug the gap, but at a critical juncture,
As Americans continue to fight and the only available troops were eight
die in Iraq and Afghanistan, it is fit(Continued on Page 8)
ting that we recur to the true meaning
of this day. Alas, for too many
Americans, Memorial Day has come
to mean nothing more than another
three-day weekend, albeit the one
on which the beaches open, signifying the beginning of summer. Unfortunately, the tendency to see the holiday as merely an opportunity to attend a weekend cook-out obscures
even the vestiges of what the day was
meant to observe: a solemn time,
serving both as catharsis for those
who fought and survived, and to ensure that those who follow will
not forget the sacrifice of those
who died that the American Republic and the principles that sustain it,
might live. Some examples might
The Lariat June 2009
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JROTC Scholarship
Recipient
The Alamo Chapter of the Military
Officers Association of America supports some 60+ High School Junior
ROTC programs and 4 ROTC programs in South Texas.
Beginning this year, it is the pleasure of the Chapter to offer a $500
scholarship to a deserving senior in
the JROTC of any of the schools that
we serve. The award will continue on
a yearly basis, and this year that
award has been given to Ms. Elizabeth P. Jaeschke, who is a 2009
graduating senior from the Boerne
Champion High School JROTC.
The scholarship will be formally
awarded to her at the May 28th Alamo
Chapter Luncheon to be held at the
Ft. Sam Houston Golf Club. Also in
attendance with her will be her Senior
JROTC Instructor, Major Steve
Laughery.
LCDR Gil Rodriguez, Vice President of the Chapter and
JROTC/ROTC coordinator will be
presenting the Award to Ms.
Jaeschke. See photo on page 9.

JROTC Presentation
Maj Jim Cunningham, USAR (Ret)
presenting the MOAA award to Cadet Alyssa Keenzel of the Naval Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps,
Seguin High School.

ROTC

Solitaires

The end of the ROTC/JROTC
Awards presentation period is fast approaching. We are at a total of 57
awards scheduled. I will report the
final count in next month’s Lariat.
This year, as all the previous ones,
has been a rewarding experience. It is
a wonderful opportunity to recognize
these emerging potential leaders of our
country and armed forces for their
hard work and dedication.

June brings the Folk Life Festival.
Many of our Solitaires have a vested
interest in this annual celebration, either
as participants or as individuals seeking
to learn more about their own cultural
heritage.

So how did the Folk Life Festival
start? It is an off shoot of the Institute of
Texan Cultures which is a component of
the University of Texas of San Antonio.
The Institute was opened in 1968 in the
Texas Pavilion as part of Hemisfair. The
exhibits were well received and it remained open with an expanded mission.
Today it maintains more than 50,000
square feet of exhibits. Its mission is to
engage life long learners in an understanding of Texas cultural heritage. It is
a resource for multicultural education of
It takes a very special kind of person the rich Texas cultural history. Many
to adapt. They have to really like what immigrants made Texas their first new
they are doing. The days are long and world home.
they and their cadets work while othIts mission was expanded in 1972 by a
ers are on vacation. Some can not
make the transition and don’t last long local citizen, O. T. Baker, who attended
as instructors. However, those that do the first Smithsonian Folklife Festival.
are rewarded by seeing the difference Texas wide cultural and ethnic diversity
they have made in the development of were perfect for a similar celebration to
be initiated here in San Antonio. The
those young men and women.
first Texas Festival was held September
7-10, 1972 on the grounds of Hemisfair
By the way, TMI had their usual
Park. It was widely embraced by the
outstanding pass in review 16 May,
and our chapter was well represented. city. Special features included ethnic
Chapter member and ROTC volunteer food, music, dance, artifacts, and costumes. There are now 10 stages on 20
Major General (Ret) James M. Lyle
was the Reviewing Officer, and I was acres of ground. Performers in native
dress represent 40 different cultures.
there to present the MOAA JROTC
Because of its educational and entertainaward.
ing features, many people travel far to
come to the Festival. Although we love
America, we also want to remember the
cultural heritage from which we descended. The Festival is a quick study.
It is also enlightening to observe the
instructors in action while working
with their cadets. Remember, these
instructors are retired military officers
and non-commissioned officers. This
is a very different environment than
what they experienced for twenty
years or more in the military. These
are teenagers (you know how difficult
those years are for the teens and their
parents as well) they are dealing with
now.

LCDR Gil Rodriguez (Ret)

Our Solitaires come from a multiplic7

ity of ethnic backgrounds. Stu
Myers is a German Meistersinger.
Susie Tolman masterfully preserves
the Czech heritage of "scratching"
hollowed eggs. She really makes
some beautiful designs which we use
as prizes at our MOAA picnics.
Most of us really know very little
about the cultural aspects of
our heritage. This is a good place to
learn.
A member of Crime Prevention
from the Police Department spoke to
us at our April luncheon. He gave
us some good tips on self awareness and how to keep from becoming a crime statistic. The 9 May "pot
luck" at Susie Tolman's house
brought interesting food, conversation, and networking. A good time
was had by all.
Our next meeting will be a Sunday Brunch at Randolph Parr Club
on 24 May. On June 2 we meet at
the Fort Sam Golf Club at 1100. See
you there.
(Many of the facts for this article were
gleaned from an Institute of Texan Cultures
fact sheet.)

Col Irene Collier (Ret)

— If you are a single man or lady
and like to eat, chat, make new
friends, experience or provide sometimes brief impromptu or scheduled
interesting demonstrations, talks, or
discussions, whether you are: visiting the area; active duty or retired;
widowed or divorced; the SOLITAIRES is the group for you.
— This is a wonderful opportunity
to enjoy camaraderie with other single men and ladies whose backgrounds and experiences are or have
been with the military.
Call the office (210) 228-9955 for
more details.
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number and proved beyond the
shadow of a doubt that black soldiers
companies-- 262 men-- of the 1st Min- were the equal, in both bravery and
determination, of white soldiers.
nesota Volunteers. Pointing to the
Alabamans' battle flags, HanIn No True Glory, Bing West recock shouted to the regiment's colonel,
counts
the epic story of the battle for
"Do you see those colors? Take
Fallujah.
What Admiral Nimitz said of
them."
the Marines on Iwo Jima applied to
As the 1st Minnesota's colonel later the battle of Fallujah as well:
"uncommon valor was a common virrelated, "Every man realized in an
tue." Our troops continue to demoninstant what that order meant-strate uncommon valor on a daily badeath or wounds to us all; the sacrifice of the regiment to gain a few min- sis.
utes time and save the position,
But Memorial Day is also about inand probably the battlefield--and
dividuals we may have known. It is
every man saw and accepted the neabout a contemporary of my father,
cessity for the sacrifice."
who himself fought and was wounded
The Minnesotans did not capture the in the Pacific during World War II.
colors of the Alabama brigade, but the Marine Sgt. John Basilone was
awarded the Medal of Honor for his
shock of their attack broke the Conactions on Guadalcanal. Though he
feder
was not obligated to do so, he insisted
ates' momentum and bought critical
on returning to combat and was killed
time--at the cost of 215 killed and
on the first day of the struggle for Iwo
wounded, including the colonel and all Jima.
but three of his officers. The position
was held, but in short order, the 1st
Memorial Day is also about CorpoMinnesota ceased to exist, suffering a ral Larry Boyer, USMC, a member of
casualty rate of 82 percent, the highest the platoon that I led in Vietnam from
of the war for any Union regiment in a September 1968 until May 1969. The
single engagement.
men of that platoon would all have

President’s Message

Memorial Day

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 6)

During the Volunteer of the Year
recognition ceremony at Ft Sam Houston, we were honored to have Brigadier General Gilman present the
streamer to our chapter for attaining
Five Star chapter of Excellence recognition for 2008. This achievement
comes within the 410 chapters that
currently make up the MOAA national
organization around the United States
of America. He commented to me,
“what a great honor for the chapter”.
As I close out this month’s remarks,
I want to thank Rhoda Philby for giving us wonderful and spirited leadership in Public Relations and Marketing. Rhoda is moving to the Texas
coast to enjoy some time there. The
good news is that she has recruited a
person to replace her who I know will
do a great job. Her name is Cheryl
Smith. We want to thank and welcome Cheryl to the leadership position
in the chapter. We look forward to
getting to know her better and working
with her.
Well, things are busy but I couldn’t
be more pleased at trying my best to
serve each and every one of you chapter members to the best of my ability.
I thank each of you for being a member, and I will always thank my leadership team for doing just an unselfish
job in serving. They are terrific
Americans, and it is my pleasure to
call them my friends and my associates. Thanks again for your service.
God Bless You, and God Bless America.

LtCol Edward Marvin (Ret)

preferred to be somewhere other
than the Republic of Vietnam's northern Quang Tri Province, but they were
doing their duty as it was understood
at the time. In those days, men
built their lives around their military
obligation, and if a war happened on
their watch, fighting was part of the
obligation.
But Corporal Boyer went far beyond
the call of duty. At a time when college enrollment was a sure way to avoi
d military service and a tour in Vietnam, Corporal Boyer, despite excellent grades, quit, enlisted in the MaLTC Jim Finch carries the
Alamo Chapter wreath at the Ft rines, and volunteered to go to Vietnam as an infantryman. Because of
Sam Houston National
his high aptitude test scores, the MaCemetery Memorial Day
rine Corps sent him to communicaCeremony
tions-electronics school instead.

Memorial Day is about the sacrifice
of the other units, for example, the 54th
Massachusetts, a regiment of black
soldiers whose exploits were portrayed
in the movie Glory. The 54th's assault, in the face of hopeless odds,
against Battery Wagner, which dominated the approaches to Charleston
Harbor, cost the regiment over half its

(Continued on Page 14)
The Lariat June 2009
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2009 Scholarship Luncheon

JROTC Scholarship recipient Elizabeth Jaeschke and JROTC
Instructor Maj Steve Laughery.

Torrey Scholarship Recipient Andrew Bonnema

Luncheon attendees: Sue & Ed McCarthy, Susie Tolman

Luncheon attendees: LTC Bill Goforth

Judith Markelz of Warrior and Family Support Center
accepting Alamo Chapter’s donation

Guest speaker, Col Mary Garr, Garrison Commander

9
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Chapter Events Calendar
JUNE

JULY

1 Volunteer Hours Due

1 Volunteer Hours Due

1 Deadline for Levels of Excellence Award

2 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office

2 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Houston Golf
Club House

4 Independence Day - Fly the Flag!
4 Independence Day Ceremony Ft Sam Houston

4 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office
14 FlagDay – Fly the Flag!

7 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Houston Golf
Club House

14 US Army Birthday

15 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am

15 Lariat Article deadline

15 Lariat Article deadline

17 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am

16 Board Meeting 11am Randolph Parr Club

21 Father’s Day - Fly the Flag!

23 Lariat to Printer

25 Chapter Luncheon 11am Lackland Gateway Club

23 Chapter Luncheon 11am Randolph Parr Club

25 VOYA United Way Night of a Thousand Stars

26 Solitaire’s Brunch 11am Randolph Parr Club

25 Lariat to Printer

28 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers
Welcome)

28 Solitaire’s Brunch 11 am Randolph Parr Club
30 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers
Welcome)

Ongoing:
1) Cookie Angels delivering items to Warrior & Family Support
Center

Note: Events bolded are for the general membership and italicized are for staff, though members are always welcome.
Please call the office for details (210) 228-9955

2) Volunteers meet every Monday at MOAA offices at 9am for the
“Gathering of the Gardeners”

SEPTEMBER
1 Volunteer Hours Due

AUGUST

1 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Houston Golf
Club House

1 Volunteer Hours Due
4 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Houston Golf
Club

3 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office

6 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office

11 Patriot Day – Fly the Flag!

14 Victory in Japan Day

11-13 Chapter Presidents Symposium

15 Lariat Article deadline

15 Lariat Article deadline

19 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am

16 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am

21 Lariat to Printer

18 POW/MIA Recognition Day

23 Solitaire’s Brunch 11am Randolph Parr Club

23 Chapter PicNic Oktoberfest 6pm Eberle Park
Randolph AFB

7 Labor Day – Fly the Flag!

25 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers
Welcome)

25 Lariat to Printer

27 Chapter Luncheon Ft Sam Golf Club House

27 Solitaire’s Brunch 11am Randolph Parr Club

28 Draft Budget Due

29 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers
Welcome)
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Referred by: _____________________________________________________

Benefits of Membership
• Our monthly newsletter, the
Lariat which includes a calendar of
events, is sent to each member (or
made available on-line), and
includes both MOAA and Alamo
Chapter news. Stay informed!
• Monthly luncheons, which
rotate between the Randolph, Fort
Sam Houston, and Lackland
service clubs, feature informative
speakers and are also open to
guests.

The Give Me 10! Campaign offers some new options for membership. Two options (the second with a sub
option) for joining are available:
1. You can join the local MOAA chapter (the Alamo Chapter) for one year membership for the price of
$25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse) and receive one year free membership in MOAA National (if not
already a member). Please fill out the local chapter membership application form. Please make out a check for
$25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary member) payable to MOAA-AC and mail the form and check to our local chapter
office.
2. You can join MOAA National receiving two years membership for the normal price of one year - $28.00
($28.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse). Please fill out the local chapter membership application form. Please make
out a check for $28.00 ($28.00) (or Life Member dues) payable to MOAA and mail the form and check to our
local chapter office. We will then initiate an additional separate national form for you and forward it and your
MOAA National check to the national headquarters.
2.a. Then if you choose, you can additionally join the local MOAA chapter (the Alamo Chapter) for one
year membership for the price of $25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse). Please make out a separate check
for $25.00 ($15.00) payable to MOAA-AC and include it with the form and check described in paragraph 2
above.

Membership Application
(Annual Membership)

• Benefit information of all
kinds is provided through the
Alamo Chapter. We have an
experienced Vice President of
Personal Affairs who can give
quick answers to your and family
members’ questions, or who can
research the more complex issues.
• The opportunity to enjoy the
camaraderie of meeting fellow
chapter members and their guests.
We also plan for various social
events, open to families and guests.
In addition, our chapter features a
singles group called the Solitaires,
some of who are surviving spouses.
The Solitaires have a busy social
calendar.
• Automatic enrollment in
MOAA national for one year,
which includes the MOAA
magazine, the Military Officer.
• Make your voice heard on
proposed state and national military
legislation which may affect you
and your family. Both the Alamo
Chapter and MOAA national
welcome your views!
• Enjoy many benefits,
discounts, and services, to include
career planning. The Alamo
Chapter also provides college
scholarships to those who qualify.
MOAA Travel helps you plan that
great getaway, and is available for
members.
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Are you a member of MOAA National? __________

Military Officers Association of America
Alamo Chapter
Circle Status: Commissioned & Warrant Officers of all services - Active, Reserves,
former, Retired, National Guard, NOAA, PHS, Surviving Spouse.
Name_________________________________________________________________
(Print) Last
First
MI
Spouse
______________________________________________________________________
Residence Address
City
State
Zip
______________________________________________________________________
Rank/Grade
Service
Date of Birth
Home phone_______________________Business phone________________________
Civilian/Military Occupation______________________________________________
Firm/Unit____________________________ E-mail*___________________________
* May we have your permission to publish this information in the Chapter Membership
Directory? ________
(*This directory and your e-mail address are exclusively for the use of the chapter and
will not be sold or used for any other purpose than chapter communications and/or board
approved activity.)
Would you like to access our monthly newsletter (The Lariat) at our website versus
having a hard copy mailed to you? _______
Would you be interested in participating in a chapter volunteer activity? _______
In what area(s) would you like to assist (e.g., member recruiting, personal affairs,
JROTC awards, public relations, programs & events, phone calling, other, or wherever
the need is greatest)?___________________________________________________.
________________________________________
Signature

____________________
Date

CHARITABLE OUTREACH PROGRAM
Please accept my tax-deductible donation of: $____________ to (check one)
Outreach Fund* _______ As designated by the Alamo Chapter ________
* a fund for a yearly college scholarship and other charitable programs and services.

Send To:
MOAA-AC, P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, Tx 78208-0037
For questions please call (210) 228-9955 or e-mail: moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net
Also visit our chapter’s website at www.alamomoaa.org

Please feel free to copy and provide this form
to prospective members.
1-21-09
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Memorial Day
(Continued from Page 8)

But Corporal Boyer kept "requesting
mast," insisting that he had joined the
Marines to fight in Vietnam. He got
his wish, and on 29 May, 1969, he
gave the "last full measure of devotion" to his country and comrades.
What leads men to behave as the soldiers of the 1st Minnesota, the 54th
Massachusetts, the soldiers and Marines in Iraq and Afghanistan, John
Basilone, Larry Boyer, and the countless others who have shared their sacrifice? Since the Vietnam War, too
many of our countrymen have concluded that those who have died in
battle are "victims." How else are we
to understand the Vietnam War Memorial -"The Wall" - a structure
that evokes not respect for the honored
dead, but on the one hand, pity for
those whose names appear on the wall,
and on the other, relief on the part of
those who, for whatever reason, did
not serve?
Most Americans in general and veterans in particular reject this characterization. But there is a tendency these
days also to reject the polar opposite: that these men died for "a
cause." Many cite the observation of
Glen Gray in his book, the Warriors: Reflections on Men in Battle:
"Numberless soldiers have died, more
or less willingly, not for country or
honor or religious faith or for any
other abstract good, but because they
realized that by fleeing their posts and
rescuing themselves, they would expose their companions to greater danger. Such loyalty to the group is the
essence of fighting morale."
It is my own experience that Gray is
right about what men think about in
the heat of combat: the impact of our
actions on our comrades always looms
large in our minds. As Oliver Wendell
Holmes observed in his Memorial Day
address of 1884, "In the great democThe Lariat June 2009

racy of self-devotion private and general stand side by side." But the tendency of the individual soldier to focus
on the particulars of combat makes
Memorial Day all the more important, for this day permits us to
enlarge the individual soldier's view,
to give meaning to the sacrifice that
was accepted of some but offered by
all, not only to acknowledge and remember the sacrifice, but to validate it.

[those who stood against us] as every
man with a heart must respect those
who give all for their belief."

Some might claim that to emphasize
the "mystic chords of memory" linking Memorial Day and Independence Day is to glorify war and especially to trivialize individual loss and
the end of youth and joy. For instance,
Larry Boyer was an only son. How
can the loved ones of a fallen soldier
In the history of the world, many
ever recover from such a loss? I corregood soldiers have died bravely
sponded with Cpl. Boyer's mother for
and honorably for bad or unjust
some time after his death. Her inconcauses. Americans are fortunate in
solable pain and grief put me in mind
that we have been given a way of
of Rudyard Kipling's poem, Epitaphs
avoiding this situation by linking the
of the War, verse IV, "An Only Son:"
sacrifice of our soldiers to the meaning "I have slain none but my mother, She
of the nation. At the dedication of the (Blessing her slayer) died of grief for
cemetery at Gettysburg four months
me." Kipling too, lost his only son in
after the battle, President Abraham
World War I. But as Holmes said in
Lincoln fleshed out the understand1884, "...grief is not the end of all. I
ing of what he called in his First Inau- seem to hear the funeral march begural Address, the "mystic chords of
come a paean. I see beyond the forest
memory, stretching from every battle- the moving banners of a hidden colfield, and patriot grave, to every living umn. Our dead brothers still live
heart and hearthstone, all over this
for us, and bid us think of life,
broad land..."
not death--of life to which in their
youth they lent the passion and joy of
Lincoln's Gettysburg Address gives the spring. As I listen, the great chouniversal meaning to the particular
rus of life and joy begins again,
deaths that occurred on that hallowed and amid the awful orchestra of seen
ground, thus allowing us to understand and unseen powers and destinies of
Memorial Day in the light of the
good and evil our trumpets sound once
Fourth of July, to comprehend the
more a note of daring, hope and will."
honorable end of the soldiers in the
light of the glorious beginning and
Linking Memorial Day and Indepurpose of the nation. The deaths of
pendence Day as Lincoln essentially
the soldiers at Gettysburg, of those
did enables us to recognize that while
who died during the Civil War as a
some of those who died in America's
whole and indeed, of those who
wars were not as brave as others and
have fallen in all the wars of America, indeed, some were not brave at all,
are validated by reference to the naeach and every one was far more
tion and its founding principles as ar- a hero than a victim. And it also alticulated in the Declaration of Indelows us forever to apply Lincoln's enpendence.
comium not only to the dead of the
1st Minnesota and the rest who died on
Though Lincoln was eulogizing the the ground at Gettysburg that Lincoln
Union dead at Gettysburg, the Confed- came to consecrate, but also to John
erate fallen were no less worthy of
Basilone, Larry Boyer, and the countpraise, and the dialectic of the Civil
less soldiers, sailors, airmen,
War means that we include them in
and Marines who have died in all of
our national day of remembrance. As America's wars, that a nation dedicated
Holmes observed, "...we respected
to the liberal principles of liberty and
14

Receiving The Lariat Online?
If you would prefer to read your Lariat on-line rather than receive a printed
copy, send us an email with the subject line as OLLO and we’ll gladly remove
you from the printed version mailing list.
We will notify you by email when the new issue is available for viewing.

Save paper, save postage, read it sooner, AND with color!!

Alamo Chapter
VOLUNTEER STAFF:
PRESIDENT
LtCol Edward L. Marvin
elmarv@swbell.net
EXEC VP Operations MAJ James R. Cunningham
jimbob48@sbcglobal.net
EXEC VP Admin
LCDR Gilberto Rodriguez
gilfly@earthlink.net
VP PROGRAMS
(Open)
VP MEMBERSHIP LTC Randy Hoff
randyhoff106@hotmail.com
SECRETARY
Col David Patrick
dpatrick1@satx.rr.com
TREASURER
Col Vaughn Caudill
vaughn.caudill@us.army.mil
SCHOLARSHIP
LTC Dan Cummings
VP PERSONAL AFFAIRS (Open)
DEPUTY PA
LtCol Craig Erickson
VP LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS MAJ Frank Parks
DEP LEG AFFAIRS LtCol Ed LeFebvre
VP PUBLIC RELATIONS LtCol Cheryl Smith
DATABASE MGR Col Barry Long
VP LOGISTICS
(Open)
LEGAL COUNSEL (Open)
SOLITAIRES
Mavis Cleary
CONSULTANT
Maj Len Mull
EDITOR
Col Kerry Green
ASSOCIATE EDITOR (Open)
CHAPLAIN
(Open)
PX/VAV/VAC Rep Susie Tolman
TOPS OFFICER
Col David Patrick
WEB MASTER
Col Bill Hudson
ASST WEBMASTER (Open)
VOLUNTEER COORD. Col Dale Vande Hey
ADVERTISING COORD. LtCol David Walker
AFV SATELLITE COORD. LtCol Ginny Alloway
DUTY OFFICERS: Col Irene Collier
Col Stuart Myers
Col Ed Waggoner
LTC Ken Vandergrift
CPT Walter Grinfield
Floaters: LtCol Jim Webb
CWO Barry Martin
DIRECTORS:
BG Robert Herring
LTC Jim Finch
Col George Gagnon
LTC John Gibbs
Col Ed McCarthy
LTC Bill Goforth
Col Mac McDonald
LTC Sumner Hudson
Col Frank Rohrbough Mrs. Susie Tolman
LTC Harry Carpenter
DIRECTORS EMERITUS HONORARY DIRECTORS
BG George Woodard
Gen Ralph Haines
Col George Weinbrenner
Gen William McBride

Statement of Publication
The Lariat is the newsletter of the Military Officers Association of America—Alamo Chapter. It is published once each
month to inform the membership of issues and activities of
interest to all.
MOAA-AC is a non-profit organization within the state of
Texas organized to represent the membership and to support
the activities of the Texas Council of Chapters and MOAA
National.
Advertising contained in the newsletter is not endorsed by
the Chapter and does not represent any recommendation to
the membership. Opinions expressed in articles contained
herein are not necessarily those of the membership as a
whole or the Chapter. Questions should be directed to the
Editor, at the Chapter office.
MOAA-AC P.O. Box 8037 San Antonio, TX 78208
(210) 228-9955 moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net
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MISSION STATEMENT
TO BE A MAJOR SOURCE OF INFORMATION,
SUPPORT AND SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT FOR THE
MEMBERSHIP;
TO PROVIDE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES FOR
THE COMMON GOOD OF OUR MILITARY
COMMUNITY; AND TO BE A POWERFUL VOICE
SUPPORTING MOAA AT THE LOCAL, STATE AND
NATIONAL LEVELS.

P.O. Box 8037
San Antonio, TX 78208-0037
Phone: 210-228-9955
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Postmaster — please deliver by June 15h
Time Sensitive Material

Thursday June 25, 2009

Chapter Luncheon
Speaker: Colonel Gregory Parsons
Vice Commander Lackland
Lackland Gateway Club
Social Hour begins 11am - Lunch served at 11:45am

Menu (Indicate Choice)

.Directions to Lackland Gateway Club

A) Grilled Chicken Jack Club
Pickle Spears & Chips

B) Sliced Rosemary Pork Loin
Garlic Mashed Potatoes
Peas & carrots, Rolls
Fresh Tossed Salad with House dressing
Pineapple Upside Down Cake
Water, Coffee & Tea service and $3.00 per glass honor wine bar

From Hwy 90 West exit on Military Drive and
turn South.
Turn Left onto Luke Blvd (Security Gate).

Price: $16.00
Enclosed: $___________

Continue on Luke Blvd, past Bong Ave and
Hollowman Ave.

RSVP with meal choice by Noon Monday June 22nd
Reservations not cancelled by noon Tuesday 23rd will be billed.

Turn right onto Kenly Avenue. Gate way
Club is the first large building on the left.
(Bldg 2490)

Name______________________________________
Guest:_____________________________________
Non member Officers welcome with reservations
Send reservation slip & check made payable to
MOAA-AC at P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, TX 78208
RSVP by email moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net or phone (210) 228-9955.
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Gateway Club (210) 645-7034
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