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President’s Message
It is with considerable excitement
that I offer my comments to you patriotic Americans this month. Last
weekend Ruby and I, plus Mac
McDonald (Chapter Board Member),
Virginia Alloway (National Board
Member), Jim Cunningham (Past
President of the Texas Council of
Chapters) and David Patrick (Chapter
and Council Secretary and regional
TOPS Coordinator) visited Tyler,
Texas to attend the first quarterly
meeting for 2010 of our Texas Council
of Chapters. Your chapter plays a
very significant role in that organization and has done for several years.

Ryan speak about the impressive things
that the national organization continues
to do for our military be they active
duty, retired, guard or reserve or be
they the families of the same.

I am very, very proud to serve the
organization in the capacity I have and
I look forward to continuing to serve
the MOAA organization to the very
best of my ability. Yours truly will be
submitting an application to be placed
in the nomination process to be on the
national Board of Directors which will
be considered later this year. I ask
each of you to wish me well in this endeavor that I am undertaking. I am
I am very proud and pleased to
very comfortable that I can contribute
again commend our Chapter Executive very well at the national level.
Vice President, Jim Cunningham, who
I want to thank each of you for being
has just completed a most successful
so mindful and responsible in getting
tenure as the President of the Texas
your dues submitted to the chapter in
Council. I was very proud as Jim and
such a timely way. It is critical to the
his wife Cheryl stood to receive a specontinued financial viability of the
cial recognition from our national
chapter. Let me hasten to add that if
President, Admiral Norb Ryan for the
any reader knows of a business that
good work he did as a Texas Council
would like to advertise in our Lariat we
leader. I am also proud to acknowlare actively reaching out for those peoedge David Patrick who continues outple. It becomes more and more diffistanding volunteer leader efforts for
cult to keep enough operational money
his chapter and the State Council. I
to do what we want to do so we rely
thank Mac McDonald for attending his
more and more on advertising dollars.
first ever council meeting.
If you could help us out in that regard,
Please note that your chapter will be call me or any of the active leadership
hosting the Texas Council of Chapters listed on Page 15.
3rd quarterly meeting on 20-21 August.
As always, please know that it is
Hopefully many of you will place the
with sincere appreciation that I serve
social event that we will host on your
each of the members of our chapter.
calendar.
We are so proud of the membership.
The chapter has done very well in the
It was so great to hear Admiral
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grand scheme of things. All due
credit goes to the wonderful leaders that are identified in The Lariat
and to each of you who are active
strong members of the chapter.
Until next time, have a great spring
and we’ll be back in touch next
month. God bless each of you and
God bless America.

LtCol Ed Marvin (Ret)
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Chapter News & Notices
Alamo Chapter Membership
Cookie Angels
Grateful thanks to those who have
brought items to the wounded soldiers
at Ft Sam Houston’s Warrior and Family
Support Center. Also thanks to those
who provided their time un-decorating
the VA Hospice Ward.
If you have given on behalf of the
Alamo Chapter please call Susie at (210)
654-0351, so we may add your name to
our list. Thank you.
Aina Blake
Mavis Cleary
Irene Collier
Jim Cunningham
Frank and Dolores DeVille
Nita Felder
Susan Filippini
John Gibbs
Ed Marvin
Ed and Sue McCarthy
Mac & Lori MacDonald
Bo Mills
Lolly Orlowski
Frank Rohrbough
Steve Rohrbough
Jan Rund
Chaplain & Pat Taylor
Susie Tolman
Ed Waggoner
Dot Wise
Tom & Evelyn Woods
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Welcome New Members
MGen Charles Rodriguez USA (Ret)

CPT Ronald Henriquez USA

BGen Thomas Smith USA (Ret)

CPT Frank Ramos USA

Col Kevin Collamore USAF

CPT James Shauberger USA

Col Bernard Frey USAF (Ret)

Lt Bob Flaugher USN (Ret)

Col John Root USAF (R)

1Lt Robert Bone USA

LTC Christopher Chun USA

1Lt Jennifer Crowley USA

LTC Frank DiMuccio USA

1Lt Patricia Jerome USA

LTC Valerio Lange USA

1Lt Andrew Patterson USA

LTC Michael Sauer USA

2Lt Leslie Allen-Huisman USA

LTC James Taylor USA (Ret)

2Lt Jennifer Conde USA

MAJ John Detro USA

2Lt Shirley Gibson USA

MAJ David Freel USA

2Lt Gian Malloy USA

Zelda Eason
1/23/10

MAJ Tamie Jones USA

2Lt Todd Yost USA

CW3 William Stanfill USA (Ret)
2/10/2010

MAJ Scott McMahon USA

CW3 Damon Bolden USA

CPT Michael Ballard USA

CW3 Arthur Rakowitz

CPT Ken Harris USA

W1 John Orozco USA

TAPS
We received the news that the following
members have passed away. We wish to
convey our sincere condolences and best
wishes to their family and loved ones:

LTC John Souter USA (Ret)
1/20/10

LtCol James R. Clark USAF (Ret)
2/18/2010
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Exec VP’s Corner
This past year, Col David Patrick, our Alamo Chapter Secretary, got me involved in a project that was
being funded and facilitated through the auspices of the
Altarum Institute, a 501(c) 4 group who normally work
with the government in medical and educational fields.
Altarum started two pilot projects, one in San Diego
and the other in San Antonio to bring all of the organizations who, in one way or another, assist the active
duty, National Guard, Reservists, veterans and their
families, together and provide a single point of contact
for those individuals to go to for help, assistance or
referral. This all began in 2008 and is now reaching a
point that the Veterans Community Action Team
(VCAT) which was formed is prepared to start implementing the project.

retired and active duty to be prepared to volunteer some of your
time to helping serve on some of these committees and assist in
the implementation of this project. This is a commitment to
our veterans and their families that we cannot afford to lose
sight of and implement! In coming articles, I will tell you more
about the progress of this great effort.
Following is the press release presented jointly by Senator
Van de Putte and Representative Corte:
Closing the Gaps: A Community Effort to Meet the Needs
of Our Veterans
By Senator Leticia Van de Putte, R.Ph and Representative
Frank Corte

According to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, over
23.4 million veterans live in the United States. Of that populaThis project has the support of the Texas Veterans
tion, nearly 2 million veterans call Texas home. In recent
Commission, the Veterans Administration, the San
years, our nation has seen a tremendous influx of service memAntonio Coalition of Veterans, Alamo MOAA, Sena- bers transitioning from active duty to veteran status. Since
tor Leticia Van de Putte (Chair of the Veterans Affairs 2002, more than 870,000 service members have separated from
and Military Installations Committee [VAMI]), Repre- the active military and reserve component forces and transisentative Frank Corte, Jr. (Chair of the House Com(Continued on Page 13)
mittee on Defense and Veterans Affairs) and many others. It is intended to be a project that will encompass
the San Antonio/ Bexar County area in the beginning
and then will expand exponentially as the project
grows.
The VCAT committee, after much deliberation has
come up with the following vision statement for the
organization:
“Working with veterans, community members and
leaders to develop a system that provides easily accessible, high quality services to all veterans, their caretakers and their family members.”
In trying to live up to and implement the project to
support that vision statement, the VCAT has identified
several areas that are going to need to be addressed in
committees as community priorities. These are in the
areas of Communications, Behavioral Health Issues,
Spiritual Care, Self Sustainment of Providers, Quality
of Service, transitioning and Financing.
With my involvement as the representative of the
Alamo Chapter, we have come to the point that I have
been selected as the chairman of this project and also
have the assistance of LTC Hector Villarreal, founder
of the National Alliance for Veterans and founder/President of the San Antonio Coalition for Veterans. In doing all of this, I am going to be in need of
volunteers to serve on committees. In the coming days
and months, I would like to ask our membership, both
3
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Chaplain’s Comments
Spiritual How To book" about getting
touch with the power of the Holy
Spirit. We have sold almost 3000 copI served as an Army Chaplain for 28
ies of our books, and starting last year,
years active and 4 years as an Army
gave a book to a wounded warrior for
National Guard Chaplain. In my Milieach book sold (550 books were pretary assignments I served a various
sented to military wounded warriors
number of units including Infantry,
and their families from Trippler Army
Amor, Artillery, Medical, ChemiMedical Center in Hawaii, Fort Knox,
cal/Bacterial and Missile Commands. I
various military installations in Texas,
was the Army Subject Expert for
Oklahoma, Missouri and The Intrepid
Death and Dying Issues while serving
Center at Fort Sam Houston.)
at BAMC and MEDCOM.
I am the chaplain for The Son's of
I have ministered to over a million
the American Revolution, honoring
soldiers and their families and trained
our Patriot Ancestors; The American
over three hundred Chaplains and
Legion (Post 612, Windcrest) and now
Chaplain Assistants in Combat Minisit is my pleasure to serve you as your
try.
Chaplain for MOAA Alamo Chapter.
I have been a Lutheran pastor for 44
years and served in parishes in the
My Prayer for each of us:
Carolinas and Texas before retiring in
2007. With my wife Patricia
God grant us a thankful heart, so we
Eytcheson Taylor, we now share a
all might appreciate all the blessings
ministry at Los Patios Independent
we have been given.
Living, in San Antonio.
God grant us strength, so we might be
My wife Pat and I have written a
able to stand up to whatever trials that
Book, On the Wings of the Wind "A we face in this life.

This is an introduction to our new
Chaplain, LTC James C. Taylor:

God grant us the courage, to live a
fearless life for you.
God grant us Grace, so we accept
without complaining what ever comes
our way.
God grant us faith, so we will stay
faithful to you, whenever doubt and
discouragement comes to us.
God grant us compassion so we might
show your love to others.
God grant us character so me might be
a guide for others.
God grant us patience, so we can wait
for your solutions to our problems.
God grant us forgiveness, so we can
forgive ourselves and others.
God grant us your love so we can
share love with all we meet.
Amen

Chaplain James Taylor
Home:(210) 494-2300
Cell: (210) 387-8189

MOAA-AC 3rd Annual Golf Tournament
People the world over enjoy the
Family Support Center, which is supgame of golf. Here is an opportunity to ported entirely by donations, and our
help our Wounded Warriors and their Chapter’s Scholarship Fund.
families as they recuperate from their
battle injuries.
The Tournament will begin with a
1:00 p.m. shotgun start; we’ll use a
The Alamo Chapter of MOAA has scramble format – senior tees for
a Scholarship Program to help our
player 65 and older. An awards dinner
members and their families gain a col- with prizes will close out the event. If
lege education. This Fund-Raising
you can join us, just clip out the entry
Event addresses both of these great
form located on Page 9 of this issue
causes. Here’s a way you can partici- and send it together with your entry
pate!
fee.
On Friday, March 26th, our
Alamo Chapter is hosting its 3rd Annual Golf Tournament at Ft Sam
Houston’s Loma Course. The net proceeds will be evenly divided between
the Fort Sam Houston Warriors and
The Lariat March 2010

If you can’t join us, please consider donating the cost of an entry fee
($85.00) and sponsor a Warrior or
family member to play FREE. All you
have to do is simply send a check for
$85 made payable to MOAA-AC and
4

write “Golf Tournament” on the memo
line of your check.
Sponsors are also needed to provide additional resources so that more
of the revenues (and entry fees) can go
to the WFSC and Scholarship Fund. If
you are able to donate goods or services or are associated with a company
or firm that can, please contact Frank
Rohrbough at (830) 537-5452 or
Stephen Rohrbough at (210) 262-7026.
Golfers! Get a foursome together
and sign up. Door prizes and an
Awards Dinner are included.

Col Frank Rohrbough (Ret)

National Legislative Update
While little legislation has been
enacted, there have been some significant developments. The White House
has announced an 18-member Commission to make recommendations to
Congress to reduce the Federal budget
deficit to 3% of gross domestic product (GDP) by 2015. The federal
budget deficit is currently 10% of
GDP and rapidly rising. All government programs, including military retirement, Social Security, Medicare,
VA benefits and defense expenditures
will be subject to scrutiny. Additionally, the Commission will consider
whether changes should be made in
federal taxation (i.e., income tax and
value added tax). Ten members of the
Commission will be Democrats and
eight Republicans, of which two of the
Republicans will be appointed by the
White House. Alan Simpson, former
Republican Senator from Wyoming,
appointed as Co-Chair by the White
House, has previously served on the
1994-95 Bipartisan Commission on
Entitlement and Tax Reform. Although such Commission failed to
reach consensus, Simpson joined several other such Commission members
in recommending severely limiting
COLAs on Social Security and on
military and federal retirement benefits
on the grounds that “COLAs weren’t
part of the basic benefits package.”
We will all need to stay alert to what
the new Debt Commission recommends.
In another Administration action,
DoD has temporarily halted the Military Spouse Career Advancement Accounts (MyCAA) program, pending a
review of all procedures, financial assistance documents and the overall
program. No reason was given for the
necessity of such review nor did DoD
give an estimate of when the program
would resume. MyCAA provides financial assistance of up to $6,000 for
military spouses who are pursuing li-

censes, certificates, credentials or degree programs leading to employment
in portable careers. Since March,
2009, 133,000 military spouses have
applied to the program and approximately 98,000 have been approved.
The suspension does not affect already
approved applications, but no new or
pending applications will be processed
during the suspension. The program
has been seen as a significant step to
ease the burdens on spouses whose
careers are repeatedly interrupted by
government-ordered relocations.
MOAA will urge DoD to resume and
fully fund the program.

Particular initiatives proposed
include –

· A military pay raise of 1.4%, which
would match private sector pay
growth, but includes no additional
raise to close the existing 2.5% pay
gap,
· A five-year plan to phase out the
disability offset to military retired pay
for all members whose service-caused
conditions forced them into medical
retirement,
· $8.8 billion ( a $450 million increase) in family support to fund child
support and youth programs, spouse
The Administration is backing a
employment, commissaries, and
27% increase in the VA budget to
schools,
$125 billion for FY2011 to process a
· $50.7 billion to fully fund the Dehuge surge in claims. The VA intends fense Health Care program without
to cut processing time by increased
any TRICARE fee increase.
manpower, improved business practices, and up-graded technology. The
Secretary Gates announced that reFY 2011 budget also includes intiree health fees should rise, but is increased funding to -cluding full funding in the budget with
the hope that Congress will take action
· Raise the income limit of nonon TRICARE fees. It should be noted
disabled veterans entitled to VA care, that while DoD is committed to
· Care for Iraq and Afghanistan veter- strengthening commitment to the all
ans,
volunteer force, the White House
· Improve mental health programs,
through its appointments to the Debt
· Improve women’s veterans’ health, Commission may be headed toward
· Improve rural veterans care access, cutting military benefits. It will be
and
important to watch carefully how these
· Reduce veteran homelessness.
possible cross-purposes play out.
DoD has announced its FY2011
defense budget, proposing a $549 billion base budget and $159 billion more
for war operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. Secretary of Defense Gates
outlined three major priorities in the
base budget:

Col David Briggs (Ret)
Texas Council of Chapters
Legislative VP

· Strengthening the nation’s commitment to the all-volunteer force,
· Rebalancing America’s defense posture to prevail in current conflicts, and
· Continuing DoD’s commitment to
reform, especially in acquisition.
5
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Solitaires

Medical Minute
Tips for surviving Essential Tremor
Essential tremor is often mistaken
for Parkinson's disease, but the two
conditions are different is several
ways.

Beware the Ides of March! What is so
ominous about that date that we should
be wary? Thanks to Shakespeare that
Essential tremor is an action tremor, date is immortal. On 15 March 44 BC
meaning that the involuntary shaking (Ides of March) Julius Caesar was assasincreases when you move or try to use sinated in front of a statue of Pompey by
your hands. In Parkinson's disease
60 Roman Senators. Before that date the
tremors are mainly at rest and activity Ides of March was simply a division of
reduces the symptoms.
the calendar, based on the phases of the
moon. It marked the beginning of the
Here are some ways to minimize the consular Roman year. Two annually
effects of tremors on your daily life:
elected counselors took office on that
date.
So what do we know about the man
• Avoid caffeine; It can aggravate
Julius Caesar? He was a truly remarksymptoms.
able man. He was a warrior, brilliant
general, a wily silver tongued orator,
• Use mugs with lids and straws for
lawyer, politician, lothario, and a capabeverages and soups.
ble civil administrator. He cleverly ad• Use a small tape recorder to take
vanced his fortunes by associating with
and play back notes including your
powerful leaders and through margrocery list.
riages. As a general he expanded the
Roman Empire to include Germany, Bel• To control head tremor, turn your
gium, France, England, Spain, and part
head to one side.
of Africa. He had the capacity to clearly
• To reduce tremors when you are
evaluate a situation and act swiftly and
using your hands, hold your elbows decisively.
close to your body.
When Caesar returned to Rome after
• When you apply make up, rest your 10 years in Gaul, he was appointed dictator. He enjoyed wearing the royal purelbows on a table or countertop.
ple robes and the laurel wreath on his
• Use salon services for manicures
head hid his badness. The people ofand eyebrow care.
fered him the crown but he declined. He
knew that Romans did not want another
• Adopt a hair style that requires a
king. His eloquent silver, persuasive
minimum of fuss.
oratory could convince world leaders to
• Use debit or credit cards instead of accept his point of view without having
writing checks.
to go to war. The people loved him.
• At a restaurant ask the wait staff to The elite nobility feared and were jealous of his power. This naturally created
serve foods such as meat in bite
many enemies.
sized pieces.
Thrice a soothsayer warned him of
Source: Harvard Women's Health Watch / Februpersonal danger on the Ides of March.
ary 2010
Even his wife tried to get him to reconsider the speech at the Senate that day.
C
Although he was aware of the plots
against him, he felt it was cowardly for a

ol Irene Collier (Ret)
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general of his stature to have a body
guard.
As the 60 Senate conspirators
lured him to a side room, they
pounced on him, daggers drawn. He
was stabbed 23 times. As he looked
up and saw his friend Brutus with
drawn dagger, he said, "Et tu Brute?
Then die Caesar." The conspirators
fled the city. Thirteen years of civil
war followed. Two (Brutus and
Cassius) later committed suicide.
All died.
Caesar left an excellent plan for
administration of Rome. His plan
for political and social reform was
later used by Britain and several
European countries.
A popular joke of yore in the US
was: Why do the Irish march down
Fifth Avenue in NYC on 17
March? It is two days after income
tax day and they are too poor to
ride.
March Solitaire meetings will be
Tuesday 2 March at the Fort Sam
Houston Golf Club and Sunday 28
March at the Kendrick Club at
Randolph AFB. The programs are
getting more interesting and are well
received by the attendance.
Source: Adapted from Britannica

Col Irene Collier (Ret)
— If you are a single man or lady and
like to eat, chat, make new friends, experience or provide sometimes brief
impromptu or scheduled interesting
demonstrations, talks, or discussions,
whether you are: visiting the area; active duty or retired; widowed or divorced; the SOLITAIRES is the group
for you.
— This is a wonderful opportunity to
enjoy camaraderie with other single
men and ladies whose backgrounds and
experiences are or have been with the
military. Call the office (210) 228-9955
for more details.
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Alamo Chapter Annual Golf Tournament
Military Officers Association of America, Alamo Chapter 3rd Annual Golf Tournament
March 26, 2010, Ft. Sam Houston Golf Course
Benefiting the Warriors and Family Support Center, Fort Sam Houston and the MOAA-Alamo Chapter
Scholarship Fund.

Sponsorship packages: (Applies to individuals as well as commercial or organizational sponsors)
• Title Sponsor:
$1,500 (sponsors twelve designated players or Warriors)
• Platinum Sponsor: $1,000.00 (sponsors eight designated players or Warriors)
• Gold Sponsor:
$500.00 (sponsors four designated players or Warriors)
• Silver Sponsor:
$250 (sponsors two designated players or Warriors)
• Bronze Sponsor:
$125 (sponsors one designated player or Warrior)
• Hole in One Sponsor: $300 maximum (insurance premium)
• Long Drive Sponsor, Men: $50
• Long Drive Sponsor, Women: $50
• Long Drive Sponsor, Senior: $50
• Closest to the Pin Sponsor, Men: $50
• Closest to the Pin Sponsor, Women: $50
• Closest to the Pin Sponsor, Senior: $50

Sponsorship recognition:
• Large sign at FSH golf clubhouse for Title Sponsor.
• Recognition via tee box sponsor signs.
• Recognition in every entrant’s “Goodie Bag”.
• Thank you ad in Fort Sam Houston News Leader.
• Recognition in the Lariat Newsletter and our Chapter website.
• Recognition at awards dinner after the tournament.

Tournament Information: Entry fee is $85.00. 4 person scramble format on Loma course will start
at 1 p.m. (shotgun start). Awards dinner and presentation of prizes to follow after completion of
tournament (dinner is included in entry fee). Two bottles of water and “goodie bag” included in entry
fee. Golf course is located outside of Fort Sam Houston so no visitor pass is required.
Make checks payable to MOAA-AC and mail to MOAA-Alamo Chapter, P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, TX 78208
Thanks for your generosity!

The Lariat March 2010
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Military Officers Association of America

Alamo Chapter 3rd Annual Golf Tournament
Friday, March 26, 2010 **** 1:00pm Shotgun Start **** Modified Scramble Format
Fort Sam Houston Golf Club (Loma Course) **** (Entry into FSH not required)
Benefiting the Fort Sam Houston Warrior & Family Support Center and
MOAA Alamo Chapter Scholarship Fund (50% of net proceeds to each)
Entry Fee $85.00
Entry fee includes green fees, cart, bottled water and awards dinner.
Prizes for team low net score, hole-in-one, closest to the pin, longest drive.
Plus drawings for many door prizes.
Don’t play golf? Your donation of an entry fee allows a Warrior to play free.
Place your name on the first line of entry form. Write “Donate to a Warrior” below your
name.
Plan to play but want to also donate an entry fee for a Warrior? Add an additional
entry fee in your check and write “Donate to a Warrior” under the last name in your
group.
Your generosity is greatly appreciated.
Name:_____________________________________________ Handicap or average score:___
Name:_____________________________________________ Handicap or average score:___
Name:_____________________________________________ Handicap or average score:___
Name:_____________________________________________ Handicap or average score:___

Make checks payable to MOAA-AC.
Send entry fee and check to: MOAA-AC P.O. Box 8037 San Antonio TX 78208
Donations are tax deductible to extent allowed by law.
9
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MORE THANK YOU’S!!

Grateful thanks to the following who
have kindly donated to the Chapter
and/or Scholarship/Outreach Fund:

Maj Paul Bacak
LtCol Felix Bailey
Col Edd Barnes
Col George Becknell
LtCol Dean Binkley
Col Clair Book
Col Derwin Bohne
MAJ Richard Brogan
Connie Burch
MAJ Clifton Cardwell
LtCol Harry Carpenter
LtCol George Carruthers
Mavis Cleary
Col Irene Collier
June Cook
LTC Travis Crowther
Betty Cruzen
Elizabeth Culhane
LtCol Eugene Culp
Col Patrick Curoe
Col Frank Deville
CDR Jesse DeLoach
CWO Joe Drabek
Cpt Andrew Duncan
Col Harry Edwards
BGen Charles Elia
Eva Finch
Monette Fisher
Maj Ralph Flanigan
Linda Gayer
LtCol Elizabeth Goetz
Col Maurice Griffith
CW2 Michael Hajduk
LTC Susan Halavin
Mary Jo Hammond
The Lariat March 2010

LTC Warren Harvey
Helena Hearn
Col Edward Herbold
BGEN Robert Herring
LTC Raymond Isaia
Elaine M. Johnson
LTC Douglas Jones
LTC William Kaupert
LtGen James Keck
Helen Klitch
LTC James Knight
Pamela Kroyer
Judy Lewis
Col Harry Long
COL James Long
CAPT Thomas Loomis
MGEN James Lyle
LtCol Roy Mackrell
CDR David Marx
Gen William McBride
Col James McConnell
Col Mac McDonald
LTC Thomas McDonald
Maj Gerald Meehan
Mary Miller
Col Donald Morse
COL William Muhlenfeld
Col Stuart Myers
LTC Joseph Newell
LtCol Shane Ostrom
Maj Roth Owen
Col David Patrick
LTC Roman Peisinger
LCDR Joseph Perron
Col James Phifer
CWO Orrel Picklesimer
Col Henry Radi
10

Lucette Ramsey
Col George Rawlings
COL Charles Reding
Alice Riggs
LCDR Gil Rodriguez
Janet Rund
LTC Carl Russell
Gwendolyn Sampson
Beverly Sharp
Col Robert Shipman
BGen Graham Shirley
COL James Sinclair
COL Harold Smith
LtCol Randy Smith
CWO William Stanfill
Barbara Steward
LtCol Ferrell Tabot
Betty Tarbox
LtCol Wade Taylor
LtCol John Thompson
Paulette Thompson
Loretta Valenta
Voncille Vordenbaum
Phyllis Wallace
CPT Thomas Ward
LTC James Webb
Marion Weisser
Maj Paul Winkler
CAPT John Woody

11
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Benefits of Membership
of MOAA and the local
chapter
• Our monthly newsletter, The
Lariat, which includes a calendar
of events, is sent to each member
(or made available on-line), and
includes both MOAA and Alamo
Chapter news. Stay informed!

Referred by: _____________________________________________________
The Give Me 10! Campaign Options:
1. Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve officers of all services, who are not past or present members of
MOAA national are eligible for a one year free national and local MOAA (MOAA-AC) membership.
2. Retired Officers or Auxiliary (surviving spouses), who are not past or present members of MOAA
national, can receive a 2 year membership for $28.00 (The usual annual membership rate is $31). You will then
receive a one year local MOAA-AC membership free.
3. Those already members of MOAA national need to complete this application to receive a 1 year free local
membership to MOAA-AC.
Normal Dues: MOAA national $31 per year, MOAA local $25.00 (Auxiliary $15)
Note: Effective 1/1/2010 MOAA local is $15 if you opt for “The Lariat” by email.

Membership Application
(Annual Membership)

• Monthly luncheons, which
Are you a member of MOAA National? __________
rotate between the Randolph, Fort
Sam Houston, and Lackland
Military Officers Association of America
service clubs, feature informative
Alamo Chapter
speakers and are also open to
guests.
Circle Status: Commissioned & Warrant Officers of all services - Active, Reserves, Former, Retired,
National Guard, NOAA, PHS, Surviving Spouse.

• Benefit information of all
kinds is provided through the
Alamo Chapter. We have an
experienced Vice President of
Personal Affairs who can give
quick answers to your and family
members’ questions, or who can
research the more complex issues.
• The opportunity to enjoy the
camaraderie of meeting fellow
chapter members and their guests.
We also plan for various social
events, open to families and guests.
In addition, our chapter features a
singles group called the Solitaires,
some of who are surviving spouses.
The Solitaires have a busy social
calendar.
• Make your voice heard on
proposed state and national military
legislation which may affect you
and your family. Both the Alamo
Chapter and MOAA national
welcome your views!
• Enjoy many benefits,
discounts, and services, to include
career planning. The Alamo
Chapter also provides college
scholarships to those who qualify.
MOAA Travel helps you plan that
great getaway, and is available for
members.
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Name_________________________________________________________________
(Print) Last
First
MI
Spouse
______________________________________________________________________
Residence Address
City
State
Zip
______________________________________________________________________
Rank/Grade
Service
Date of Birth
Home phone_______________________Business phone________________________
Civilian/Military Occupation______________________________________________
Firm/Unit____________________________ E-mail*___________________________
* May we have your permission to publish this information in the Chapter Membership
Directory? ________
(*This directory and your e-mail address are exclusively for the use of the chapter and
will not be sold or used for any other purpose than chapter communications and/or board
approved activity.)
I would like to receive my monthly newsletter (The Lariat) by email versus having a hard
copy mailed to me _______ (Only $15 a year)
Would you be interested in being active in a chapter volunteer activity? _______
________________________________________
Signature

____________________
Date

CHARITABLE OUTREACH PROGRAM
Please accept my tax-deductible donation of: $____________ to (check one)
Outreach Fund*_______
As designated by the Alamo Chapter ________
* a fund for a yearly college scholarship and other charitable programs and services.

Send applications to:
MOAA-AC, P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, Tx 78208-0037
For questions please call (210) 228-9955 or e-mail: moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net
Also visit our chapter’s website at www.alamomoaa.org

Please feel free to copy and provide this form
to prospective members.
12-15-09
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his and Henry Cisneros' years leading the
city. Wolff's most recent book Transforming San Antonio: An Insider's View of the
Nelson William Wolff was
appointed Bexar County Judge AT&T Center, Toyota, the PGA Village
and the River Walk Extension explores the
in 2001 and has since been
four major developments in recent history
elected to the position in Nothat have provided urban renewal and
vember 2002 and again in
growth for the city.
2006. He is the first County
Judge who also served as Mayor of San
Wolff holds a bachelor of business adminiAntonio in more than 100 years.
stration from St. Mary's University and a
With his colleagues on the Commissioners doctorate of jurisprudence from St. Mary's
University School of Law. Throughout his
Court and in the City of San Antonio,
life, Wolff has excelled in both politics
Judge Wolff has worked to promote
and business.
greater economic development in Bexar

Speaker Bio

situation forces an undue burden on those
who we believe are the most deserving of
our support.

As the chairs of the Texas State Senate and
House Committees on Veterans Affairs,
this is an area of tremendous concern for
us. We recently met with, Altarum Institute, a Michigan based nonprofit health
care systems research and consulting organization that brought a proposed philanthropic solution to the Texas Veterans
Commission for some of the challenges
facing today’s veterans. Altarum’s Veterans Community Action Teams (VCAT)
County, including the successful efforts to In 1961, Wolff, his father and two brothers Mission Project was begun in 2008 with
lure Toyota Motor Manufacturing and the formed Alamo Enterprises Building Sup- the specific goal of strengthening the web
PGA Village to locate here. In 2007, Judge plies. In 1977, they sold the eight-store
of care that currently exists for veterans
Wolff led the Commissioners Court apand their families. The VCAT project is
chain. A year later with his brothers
proval of a $500 million, 10-year regional George and Gary, Wolff founded Sun Har- developing a collaborative, communityflood control program. The following year vest Farms, a successful chain of natural
based model to integrate the outreach and
he initiated the County's effort to success- food stores. After growing the business to delivery of services from public, private,
fully convince voters to approve the first
include nine stores, they sold the chain in and nonprofit organizations for veterans
ever visitor tax-backed bond package for
and their families right here in Bexar
1999.
$415 million. Those bond funds will help
County. The model envisions a veteran
the construction of up to 13 amateur sports Mixed in with his successful business ca- service system of care, characterized by a
reer Wolff also served in the State House
facilities, a dedicated performing arts
comprehensive network of service providof Representatives from 1971 to 1973 and
venue, improvements to the San Antonio
ers, empowered with knowledge, informathen in the Texas Senate from 1973 to
River and future improvements to the
tion and tools and effectively ensuring that
AT&T Center and the Joe and Harry Free- 1975.
all veterans and family members who
man Coliseum. In July 2008, Judge Wolff Together, Wolff and his wife, Tracy, have these providers encounter are accurately
and Commissioners Court approved a
six children. The couple guided the effort and timely connected to the appropriate
$900 million plan backed by bonds issued to restore the Bexar County Courthouse
service provider(s) and are having their
over three years to build a new trauma
needs completely served. Multiple public,
through the Hidalgo Foundation.
center and provide other improvements for
private, and community-based organizathe University Health System.
tions are participating in this collaborative
Exec VP’s Corner
effort.
As Mayor of San Antonio, Wolff oversaw (Continued from Page 3)
the establishment of the University of
tioned to civilian life after having served
We also had the opportunity to attend and
Texas at San Antonio Downtown Campus; in Operation Enduring Freedom and Oppresent “The Promise of Collaboration in
construction of the Nelson W. Wolff Mu- eration Iraqi Freedom.
San Antonio” to the Veterans Leadership
nicipal Stadium, home to the San Antonio
Forum, which Altarum Institute and the
Missions; and the development of the San These returning veterans, added to the
Texas Veterans Commission hosted on
Antonio Public Library's central branch
existing population of aging veterans, have January 20 at the Fort Sam Houston Golf
designed by renowned architect Ricardo
a tremendous variety of service needs inClub. Over 90 participants were involved
Legorreta. Also during his four-year tencluding health care, vocational rehabilita- in the Veterans Leadership Forum, and
ure, the new City Hall Chambers opened
tion, employment and training, care givBexar County has begun the process of
in the Municipal Plaza Building and he led ing, social services, housing, and indedeveloping a collaborative network fothe effort to pass the largest parks bond
pendent living assistance to name just a
cused on improving the quality of life for
issue in city history.
few. The needs of our veterans and their
our veterans and their families. Altarum
families are extensive and no one organi- Institute will continue the VCAT project in
Wolff has authored four books and is an
zation is capable of meeting all these
avid reader and collector of 20th Century
partnership with federal, state, and local
needs alone. Veterans seeking assistance
first editions. Challenge of Change, pubveterans’ community leaders and service
lished in 1975, is about Wolff's experience are generally met by a number of indeproviders into early 2011. We look forin the Texas Legislature and the Constitu- pendently administered federal, state, and ward to following their progress and learnlocal service providers. The absence of the ing more about their success in improving
tional Convention he participated in and
integration of these services presents a
for which he was largely responsible.
services for the veterans to whom we –
Baseball for Real Men reflects on life and tremendous challenge to veterans and their and the entire nation – owe so much.”
families, who are forced to navigate a
Wolff's love of the game. Mayor: An In(End of Press Release)
complex web of services and programs
side View of San Antonio Politics 1981that often are not well coordinated. This
1995 takes a look at local politics during

MAJ Jim Cunningham (Ret)
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Chapter Events Calendar
MARCH

APRIL

1 Volunteer Hours Due

1 Volunteer Hours Due

2 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Golf Club

1 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office

4 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office

4 Easter Sunday - Fly the Flag!

10 KLRN Telethon 6pm

6 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Golf Club

17 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am

8 Board Meeting 10:00am MOAA-AC Office

17 KLRN Telethon 6pm

15 Chapter Fiesta Picnic Eberle Park 5:30pm

25 Chapter Luncheon Ft Sam Golf Club

15 Lariat Article deadline

26 Third Annual MOAA-AC Golf Tournament Ft
Sam Loma Course 1pm

21 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am
25 Solitaire’s Brunch 11am Kendrick Club Randolph
AFB

28 Solitaire’s Brunch 11 am Kendrick Club Randolph
AFB

27 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers
Welcome)

30 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers
Welcome)

Ongoing:

Note: Events bolded are for the general membership and italicized are for staff, though members are always welcome.
Please call the office for details (210) 228-9955

Cookie Angels delivering items to Warrior & Family Support Center

MAY
1 Volunteer Hours Due

JUNE

4 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Golf Club

1 Volunteer Hours Due

6 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office
8 Victory Day in Europe

5 Solitaire’s Pot Luck Luncheon at Susie Tolman’s
House

9 Mother’s Day - Fly the Flag!

14 Flag Day – Fly the Flag!

11 Health Care Advisory Council Meeting 11:30am Sam
Houston Club

14 US Army Birthday

15 Lariat Article Deadline

20 Father’s Day - Fly the Flag!

15 Armed Forces Day – Fly the Flag!

27 Solitaire’s Brunch 11 am Randolph AFB

19 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am

29 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers
Welcome)

16 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am

20 Chapter Luncheon location
23 Solitaire’s Brunch 11am Randolph AFB

Note: No staff meeting or Chapter luncheon

25 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers
Welcome)
31 Memorial Day - Fly the Flag!
31 Ft Sam Houston Cemetery Memorial Day Ceremony

The Lariat March 2010
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Receiving The Lariat Online?
If you would prefer to read your Lariat on-line rather than receive a printed
copy, send us an email with the subject line as OLLO and we’ll gladly remove
you from the printed version mailing list.
We will notify you by email when the new issue is available for viewing.

Save paper, save postage, read it sooner, AND with color!!

Alamo Chapter
VOLUNTEER STAFF:
PRESIDENT
LtCol Edward L. Marvin
elmarv@swbell.net
EXEC VP Operations MAJ James R. Cunningham
jimbob48@sbcglobal.net
EXEC VP Admin
(Open)
VP PROGRAMS
(Open)
VP MEMBERSHIP LTC Randy Hoff
randyhoff106@hotmail.com
SECRETARY
Col David Patrick
dwpatrick01@gmail.com
TREASURER
Col Vaughn Caudill
vaughn.caudill@us.army.mil
SCHOLARSHIP
LTC Dan Cummings
VP PERSONAL AFFAIRS Col Dave Padden
DEPUTY PA
Col Stuart Myers
DEPUTY PA
LtCol Craig Erickson
VP LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS Col Al Cote
DEP LEG AFFAIRS LtCol Ed LeFebvre
VP PUBLIC RELATIONS LtCol Cheryl Smith
VP LOGISTICS
LtCol Fred Koechley
LEGAL COUNSEL (Open)
SOLITAIRES
Mavis Cleary
CONSULTANT
Maj Len Mull
EDITOR
Col Kerry Green
ASSOCIATE EDITOR (Open)
CHAPLAIN
LTC James Taylor
PX/VAV/VAC Rep Susie Tolman
TOPS OFFICER
Col David Patrick
WEB MASTER
Col Bill Hudson
VOLUNTEER COORD. Col Dale Vande Hey
ADVERTISING COORD. LtCol David Walker
AFV SATELLITE COORD. LtCol Ginny Alloway
DUTY OFFICERS: Col Irene Collier
Col Stuart Myers
LtCol Bill Polasek
LtCol Ed Waggoner
LT George Frecsko
Floaters: LtCol Jim Webb
CWO Barry Martin
DIRECTORS:
BG Robert Herring
LTC Jim Finch
Col Ed McCarthy
LTC John Gibbs
Col Mac McDonald
LTC Bill Goforth
Col Frank Rohrbough LTC Sumner Hudson
LTC Harry Carpenter Mrs. Susie Tolman
DIRECTORS EMERITUS HONORARY DIRECTORS
BG George Woodard
Gen Ralph Haines
Col George Weinbrenner
Gen William McBride

Statement of Publication
The Lariat is the newsletter of the Military Officers Association of America—Alamo Chapter. It is published once each
month to inform the membership of issues and activities of
interest to all.
MOAA-AC is a non-profit organization within the state of
Texas organized to represent the membership and to support
the activities of the Texas Council of Chapters and MOAA
National.
Advertising contained in the newsletter is not endorsed by
the Chapter and does not represent any recommendation to
the membership. Opinions expressed in articles contained
herein are not necessarily those of the membership as a
whole or the Chapter. Questions should be directed to the
Editor, at the Chapter office.
MOAA-AC P.O. Box 8037 San Antonio, TX 78208
(210) 228-9955 moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net
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OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
A LAMO C HAPTER

MISSION STATEMENT

TO BE A MAJOR SOURCE OF INFORMATION,
SUPPORT AND SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT FOR THE
MEMBERSHIP;
TO PROVIDE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES FOR THE
COMMON GOOD OF OUR MILITARY COMMUNITY;
AND TO BE A POWERFUL VOICE SUPPORTING
MOAA AT THE LOCAL, STATE AND NATIONAL
LEVELS.

P.O. Box 8037
San Antonio, TX 78208-0037
Phone: 210-228-9955

W E’ RE

ON THE

W EB:

WWW. ALAMOMOAA. ORG

Postmaster — please deliver by March 8th
Time Sensitive Material

Thursday March 25th, 2010

Chapter Luncheon

Speaker: Judge Nelson Wolff
Ft Sam Golf Club
Social Hour begins 11am - Lunch served approx 11:45am

Directions to
Ft Sam Houston Golf Club

Menu (Indicate Choice)
A) Beef Bourguignon
B) Monterey Jack Chicken
Spring Salad with House dressing
Rice Pilaf & Green Bean Almandine
Cheesecake with Strawberries
Coffee & Tea Service and $3 per glass honor wine bar
Cost per person $15

The Golf Club is located outside the post at 1050
Harry Wurzbach. It is on the left side if heading
towards the Harry Wurzbach gate of Ft Sam Houston about a mile past the cemetery.

Enclosed: $______
RSVP by Noon Monday 22 March
Reservations not cancelled by noon 23 Tuesday will be billed
Non member Officers are welcome with paid reservations

Name___________________________________
Guest:__________________________________
Send reservation slip & check made payable to
MOAA-AC at P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, TX 78208
Call (210) 228-9955 with any questions.
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