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President’s Message
We had an enjoyable luncheon this
month at Air Force Village II. Lt.
General Utterback provided us with
some very valuable information regarding facilities such as the Air Force
Villages’ and their satellite facilities.
He did a great job considering that he
had only been there since late January
before he talked with us. Any who
were there or were not able to attend, I
think it would be worth your time to
take a tour of their facilities if you are
thinking of retiring or scaling down.
This next month, we will have our
luncheon at the Ft. Sam Houston Golf
Club. The information regarding reservations is on the back of the Lariat.
We will be having a speaker that we
had about two years ago, Pete Van de
Putte. Mr. Van de Putte is the owner
of the Dixie Flag Company and is a
“flag” historian. He will be giving us
a very interesting history of the United
States Flag and I am sure will tell you
things that you never knew about it.
The Texas Legislature is back in
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session and in a budget cutting mood!
It appears that the state is going to have
a 25 to 27 billion dollar deficit that will
have to be worked through in order to
create a balanced budget. This will
mean that a lot of programs that are
really essential to the state in many
ways will be cut 15 to 25%. As of this
writing, the Texas Veterans Commission is slated to take a 20% cut with
will mean that 22 counselors will have
to be laid off.
Frankly, cuts such as this, really
don’t make a whole lot of sense! By
reducing the TVC budget by 2.8 million over the next two years, the state
will be forgoing potential sales tax revenue from benefits that veteran would
receive of $26.3 million dollars. It will
mean a potential loss of benefits to veterans in the state of some $760 million
dollars. I would encourage you to go
to your State Senators and Representatives and encourage them to not take
this benefit away from the veterans
which will greatly help the state at a
time that it needs all the help that it can
get!
Goals that the Texas Council and the
Texas Coalition of Veterans Organizations are pressing for have the following status now. Again, I would encourage you to speak to your State Senator
and Representatives and encourage
them to support some of these bills.
1) Modifying the 100% Disabled or
unable to work property tax law to in-

clude the surviving spouse or surviving children. This will require
the passage of bills and the passage
of a constitutional amendment to
the Texas Constitution that will
come to a vote in November 2011.
Please support the following bills:
a) SB357 Van de Putte in finance
committee
b) SJR14 Van de Putte in finance
committee
c) HB313 Pickett in Ways &
Means
d) HJR40 Pickett in Ways and
Means
Related bills:
SB201 Uresti in Finance Committee This bill will correct several
matters related to property taxes,
but includes provisions that will
allow the 100% disabled to move
(Continued on Page 6)

Save The Date!
Thu Mar 17
Luncheon
Ft Sam Golf Club
Fri April 15
4th Annual
Charity Golf Tournament
Ft Sam Houston Golf Club
Wed April 20
Fiesta Picnic Supper
Eberle Park

National MOAA Annual Meeting - Oct 26-29 Marriott River Center San Antonio, Texas
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Chapter News & Notices

Cookie Angels
Grateful thanks to those who either
baked and or brought items to the
wounded soldiers at Ft Sam Houston’s
Warrior and Family Support Center.
If you were able to give this month on
behalf of the Alamo Chapter please call
Susie at (210) 654-0351, so we may add
your name to our list. Thank you.

Maryada Artiglia

Volunteers Needed!!

Chapter Scholarships

The Alamo chapter has the following
positions open that we would love to
have some help! You can spend as
much or as little time as you have
available.

JROTC Scholarship: Two $2,000
scholarships are available to a graduating high school seniors ranked in the
top half of his/her class, who has participated for at least three years in a
ROTC Program supported by the Military Officers Association of America Alamo Chapter. Selection is based on
academic record, test scores, citizenship, leadership, community involvement and outstanding professional
ability. A maximum of one scholarship
application will be accepted from each
supported ROTC program.

Call the office at 210-228-9955 to
volunteer.
Photographer at Social Functions
Legal Counsel
Greeters at Social Functions
Floater Duty Officer
Members for Calling Committee
Volunteer Coordinator

The Edward Marvin and Ruby
Marvin Scholarship: One $2,000
Members for Program Committee
Irene Collier
scholarship is available to a graduating
Transportation Coordinator
high school senior ranked in the top
Frank and Delores DeVille
Servers at upcoming Picnic
half of his/her class, who is a child,
Nita Felder
stepchild, and/or grandchild of a memSusan Filipini
ber in good standing of the Military
Officers Association of AmericaJoe and Adele Genualdi
Alamo Chapter. Selection will be
John Gibbs
The chapter has received Certificates based on academic record, test scores,
Ed and Sue McCarthy
of Appreciation from the Dept of Vet- citizenship, and community involveerans Affairs for 100% attendance at ment.
Mac and Lori McDonald
the Veterans Affairs Volunteer meet- Applications for these scholarships are
Lolly Orlowski
ings
currently available online at
Jan Rund
And
www.alamomoaa.org or from the
From
the
Ft
Sam
Houston
Army
Supchapter office. The deadline for appliCheryl Smith
port Activity for contributions to the cation is April 30, 2011, and presented
Lou Strong
Warrior and Family Support Center at the May luncheon.
And
Susie Tolman
A letter of thanks from the Department Colonel Clarence T. Torrey CommuDavid Walker
of Veterans Affairs for donation of
nity Service Scholarship: Two $2,000
Dot Wise
hygiene items.
scholarships are awarded to graduating
high school seniors. The applications
Tom and Evelyn Woods
are due in the fall and handled exclusively through the High Schools by the
Bexar County Scholarship Clearing
House (BCSCH)/Minnie Piper FounWe received the news that the following members have passed away. We wish
dation. The final selection is made by
to convey our sincere condolences and best wishes to their family and loved
the Chapter Scholarship committee.
ones:
$100 cash is given to each of 4 runner
Col George Rawlings USAF (Ret)
ups.
1/16/11
Diana Laguna - Spouse of Capt Jose Laguna USAR (Ret)
In 2011 a total of $10,400 in Scholar1/24/11
ship monies will be awarded by the
Col Thomas C. Veach USA (Ret)
chapter.
Jan 2011
Ruth Baliram

Kudos to Us!

TAPS
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Legislative Update
Below are some current topics MOAA is tracking.

gram (HAP) for members of the Armed Forces reassigned
during the mortgage crisis

In regards to Senator Coburn’s topic below please ask our
senators to support Senator Coburn’s position and demand
that DOD get it’s accounting in order to save our tax dollars from being wasted. In lieu of seeking reductions in
benefits for our great service members who are required to
perform under a very challenging war time environment
the bureaucrats should be able to perform their duties accurately in an air conditioned office. The bureaucrats must be
able to properly account for each dollar instead of asking
the service members to decrease their benefits to compensate for the bureaucrats sloppiness.
Coburn Protects the People
Senator Tom Coburn (R-OK) sent a letter to the Joint
Chiefs of Staff this week calling on the Pentagon to improve the transparency of its bookkeeping by providing
auditable financial statements.

H.R. 493 (Rep. Jones, R-NC) would authorize survivors of
retired servicemembers to keep the full retired pay amount
for the month in which the member died (currently, the
amount is recouped from the bank account, and the survivor later receives pro-rated payment only for the days the
retiree was alive)
S. 146 (Sen. Baucus, D-MT) would provide a $2400 tax
credit to employers who hire a veteran who has served over
180 days of active service in the last 5 years
S. 260 (Sen. Bill Nelson, D-FL) would repeal the SBP/DIC
offset and allow survivors to receive both their survivor
benefit plan annuity from DoD and their dependency indemnity compensation from the VA
S. Res. 17 (Sen. Inouye, D-HI) to designate the month of
November 2011 as "National Military Family Month"

James Stryker

Dozens of GAO, DoD Inspector General and other reports
over the last decade and more have repeatedly found that
Pentagon books are so fouled up as to be "unauditable",
and that DoD can't identify how billions have been spent
on a wide range of programs.

COL, TXNG (Retired)
TCC National Legislative Committee Chair

Coburn's letter said improved bookkeeping could produce
savings that might otherwise come at the expense of military personnel programs.
To create pressure on Pentagon leaders to making these
changes, Coburn proposed freezing the defense budget for
all non-military personnel accounts until DoD complies.
MOAA has repeatedly cited these same reports as ironic
evidence that the Defense leaders who feel such urgency
and determination to shift more costs to military people
and families seem so uninterested in ending the welldocumented waste of hundreds of billions of dollars by its
own incompetent management practices.
More Bills of Interest
The following newly introduced bills have MOAA's endorsement:
Online information has not yet been received on some of
the bills. Please check our “key bills page” on the legislative portion of the MOAA website next week to send your
legislator a MOAA-suggested message.
H.R. 237 (Rep. Connolly, D-VA) would let DoD expand
the period of eligibility for the homeowner assistance pro3
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Welcome
New Members!
COL Louis Vogler USA (Ret)
LtCol Harvey Maahs USAF
LTC Frank Tapia USA
LtCol Dean Vande Hey USAF
MAJ Florie Gonzales USA
MAJ Linnen Hodo USA
MAJ Jeffrey Kaldahl USA
MAJ Jana Nohrenberg USA
Maj Mark Tharp USAF (Ret)
CPT Jelani Berry USA
Cpt Kenneth Featherling USAF
CPT Dwan Figueroa USA
CPT Eric Mies USA
CPT Shantay Phillips USA
CPT Trina St Ann USA
CPT Gerald Woodford USA
1Lt Maria Inguillo USAF
2Lt Jennifer Jayne USAF
2LT Mieke Pesnichak USA
2LT Ian Wilstead USA

MOAA-AC’s 4th Annual Golf Tournament
On Friday, April 15th, our Chapter will host its 4th Annual Golf Tournament at Ft Sam Houston’s Loma Course. Please join us again this year and
complete the Entry Form on Page 5.
Last year we had 83 players (including 27 warriors) join us for this very
worthy cause. As a result, $6,700 was divided between the Fort Sam Houston Warriors and Family Support Center and our Chapter’s Scholarship
Fund.
We were pleased to have two Title Sponsors – Randolph-Brooks Federal Credit Union for the third time and Humana Military Healthcare Services
for the first time. Both contributed $1,500 to get our tournament off to a
great start. Altogether, we had 11 corporate sponsors and 22 individual
sponsors for warriors.
Come and join us for this wonderful event and extend your personal
“thanks” to our warriors for their service to our country.

Frank Rohrbough
Frank Rohrbough, Col USAF (Ret)
Chairman Golf Tournament
Planning Committee

JROTC Presentations
The annual MOAA ROTC awards
(high school and college) program is
underway. Our chapter supports more
than 60 schools throughout south Texas and the award season runs from
February through May. Ideally, we
want to have one of our chapter members present the award at each ROTC
unit’s awards ceremony.
I am seeking members to volunteer
to make these presentations. If you
want to volunteer, for a specific site or
just when needed, please contact me
by phone at 210-630-5421, or by email at jrwebb3@gmail.com. In reply,
I’ll send you an e-mail containing ceremony dates, times and locations and
any other pertinent information.
Thank you for your support of this
worthwhile effort to recognize deserving cadets.

Year to Date Membership Stats
Alamo Chapter Membership
As of: Feb 22, 2011
1500
1450
Active
Aux
Retired
Total

1400
1350
1300

231
245
660
1136

1250

2011

1200
1150
1100
1050

2010

1000
950
900
850
Jan

Feb

Mar

Jim Webb
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Military Officers Association of America

Alamo Chapter 4th Annual Golf Tournament
Friday, April 15, 2011 **** 1:00pm Shotgun Start **** Modified Scramble Format
(Alternate Rain Date: Monday, April 18, 2011)
Fort Sam Houston Golf Club (Loma Course) **** (Entry into FSH not required)
Benefiting the Fort Sam Houston Warrior & Family Support Center and
MOAA Alamo Chapter Scholarship Fund (50% of net proceeds to each)
Entry Fee $85.00
(or $65 for current FSH Golf Club Members)
Entry fee includes green fees, cart, bottled water and awards dinner.
Prizes for team low net score, hole-in-one, closest to the pin, longest drive.
Plus many door prizes.
Don’t play golf? Your donation of an entry fee allows a Warrior to play free.
Place your name on the first line of entry form. Write “Donate to a Warrior” below your name.
Plan to play but want to also donate an entry fee for a Warrior? Add an additional entry fee in
your check and write “Donate to a Warrior” under the last name in your group.
Your generosity is greatly appreciated.
Name:_____________________________________________ Handicap or average score:___
Name:_____________________________________________ Handicap or average score:___
Name:_____________________________________________ Handicap or average score:___
Name:_____________________________________________ Handicap or average score:___

Make checks payable to MOAA-AC.
Send entry fee and check to: MOAA-AC P.O. Box 340497 Ft Sam Houston TX 78234
Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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President’s Message

Medical Minute

(Continued from Page 1)

a straw can cause you to swallow air.
SQUELCH YOUR BELCH  Addressing stress or anxiety. People
under stress or anxiety often swalBelching or burping is your body's
low large amounts of air.
way of expelling air from your esopha
Treating gastro esophageal reflux
gus or stomach. You might be able to
disease (GERD) . You may swallow
reduce this by:
repeatedly to clear stomach acid and
that backs up into your esophagus,
 Eating and drinking slowly. Take
leading you to swallow more
your time and avoid gulping to reair. Some people with GERD develduce the amount of air you swallow.
op the habit of frequent belchPoorly fitting dentures also can
ing because it helps to relieve sympcause you to swallow excess air
toms.
when you eat or drink.
 Talking to your doctor. Frequent
 Not drinking carbonated drinks.
belching may be a sign of a stomSparkling water, soda and beer reach-related problem with Helicobaclease a large amount of carbon dioxter pylori (H. pylori).
ide gas when warmed in the stomach.
Source: December 2010 Mayo Clinic Health Letter
 Skipping gum, hard candy and cigarettes. These all cause you to swallow more air than normal.
 Not using a straw. Drinking through

Col Irene Collier (Ret)
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their exemptions during the year when
they move to a new home. Present law
requires them to wait until the 1st of
each year to move the exemption.
SB445 Guillen. This bill would allow
a disabled veteran or surviving spouse
to pay ad valorem taxes in installments.
SB101 Van de Putte. This bill would
prohibit nonjudicial foreclosure by a
property owners association on a resident owned by certain members of the
military.
2) Re-introduction of legislation to
recognize Service Disabled Veteran
Owned Business (SDVOB) as a category of small business with equal
standing to State HUB (minority,
women, etc) business enterprises. The
following bills have been filed thus
far:
(Continued on Page 8)

Solitaires
ing.

heads. If she had small children the
baby was placed in a shawl and tied on
to her lower back. Other younger children not in school were usually left
with a grandmother while the mother
worked elsewhere in the city. When
possible the men worked in the city
either driving cabs or doing day labor. It was easy to recognize cabs as
they had four yellow fenders. In areas
where there were no cabs there were
motorcycles with a fender painted yellow that would pick up three or four
people and drive them to a destination. This luxury was usually reserved
for Sundays or holidays.

In most of the countries they said
education until age 12 was compulsory. But that was only if there was a
school near by and the parents could
afford the cost of a school uniform and
books. Urban children usually went to
school. As infant mortality before the
age of five was high, most families
had large families - usually from four
to eight children. The family often
selected the brightest child and would
try to send him to school. Culture dictates that after graduation and employment, the child is supposed to send
money back home to support the rest
They are well aware of the graft,
Diamonds were either a blessing or
of the family. However the child often
corruption, military takeovers, and
put self interest ahead of cultural cus- a bane. In Cameroon, Angola, and
brutality of ethnic cleansing being per- tom and managed to "disappear" in the Congo there was constant internecine
formed by ruling tribes. They do not
wars and corruption funded by "Blood
city.
act. They tend to turn a blind eye to
Diamonds". Namibia and Republic of
refugee camps, Aids, despotism, and
South Africa yielded the largest diaThe population of Africa is about
corrupt governments. Thirty one of
monds. Today most are industrial
1.3 billion. Until recently the life exthe forty eight Sub-Sahara countries
size. To go through a diamond field
pectancy was only 25. This usually
have improved their governments.
requires a special permit from the
resulted from lack of cleanliness and
They have elections and are supposed disease.
city. Workers in the mines are thordemocracies. However, the presidents
oughly checked upon leaving to make
remain in office for 10 to 30 years fol- Division of Labor:
sure they have not secreted some dialowed by a son. Either elections are
Males: hunting, fighting (warfare), and monds on their person somewhere.
suspended or the incumbent gets 60 to procreation.
One inventive worker used carrier pi80% of the vote.
Females: hard labor, transportation of geons to carry out diamonds.
goods and children. Women did the
The western part of the continent
The wealthiest countries are Equatogathering of firewood, digging for
has beautiful topography: mountains, roots, gardening, building the hut (men rial Guinea and Cameroon. They also
lakes, rivers, forests, plains, sand
have the richest presidents and the
did help with hard construction.)
dunes, extensive mineral and oil depoorest people. There is a lot of oil off
There were no wheel barrows, or
posits. The wild life is unique to the
shore but drilling has not yet started,
carts. Women carried loads on their
continent and attracts tourism and sa- heads. They had a small doughnut -except in Ghana. Currently countries
faris.
which are extracting timber and minermade of fabric, which they placed on
their heads. I saw a woman help to lift als from Africa are China, France and
Great Britain. Valuable timber is
Historically there were large coloni- about 50 pounds of something up to
floated down the Congo and its tribual kingdoms that ruled the area. Each another woman's head. She then
taries to sea ports. Reforestation has
tribe has its own dialect, dance, music, placed a second bundle of about 25
not really started. In addition to bribes
pounds on top of that. A third smallculture, textiles, wood carvings and
to bureaucrats these countries are coner package was placed on top of that.
batiks. The people appear happy detributing something to the people.
Then she had two plastic bags of
spite low wages often living on less
China is building roads and bridges
something which she carried in her
that $2 per day. The people are thin
hands. She may have to walk four or not only in the country where there
but not starving. Literacy rates are
low and they pass on their history and five miles with this load. Most women were only dirt paths, but bridges in the
(Continued on Page 13)
were carrying something on their
culture through song and story tellI have just returned from a month in
Western Africa and have been asked to
share some of my impressions with
you. The countries I visited were
Ghana, Tonga, Benin, Cameroon, San
Tome, Principe, Republic of Congo,
Angola, Namibia and Republic of
South Africa. There are 54 countries
in Africa. Most belong to the U A
(Union of Africa) similar to our UN.
Problem is that it is ineffective. Their
policy is to not interfere with internal
affairs of a country.
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Corporate
Partners

Air Force Villages
Beldon Roofing
Company
Navy Federal Credit
Union
Randolph Brooks
Federal Credit Union
The Republic of Texas
Restaurant
Security Service
Federal Credit Union
Spectrum
Technologies, Inc
USAA

We encourage each of you to remember our Corporate Partners in your
business and daily activities because
we truly appreciate their support.
If your business or organization would
like to join us as a Corporate Partner,
please contact us at (210) 228-9955.
Thank you for your consideration.

President’s Message
(Continued from Page 6)

SB 327: Van de Putte/ Davis, Wendy:
Relating to including certain veterans
service organizations as small businesses for the purpose of state contracting:
Status: referred to Government Organization 2/2/2011.

Henry P. “Pete” Van de
Putte, Jr
President/CEO
Dixie Flag Manufacturing
Company

HB 888: Guillen: Relating to considering ownership interests of disabled vetHenry P. “Pete” Van de Putte, Jr
erans in determining whether a business
was
born and raised in San Antonio,
is a historically underutilized business
Texas.
He has a BA in Music Educafor purposes of state contracting
tion from St. Mary’s University, and
SB 806: Rodriguez Relating to consid- is a Certified Festival and Event Exering ownership interests of disabled
ecutive (CFEE). He is President and
veterans in determining whether a busi- CEO of Dixie Flag Manufacturing
ness is a historically underutilized busi- Company and Dixie Flag Event Serness for purposes of state contracting.
vices Team®, has served on numerSB 831: Rodriguez Relating to consid- ous community and industry associering ownership interests of certain dis- ation boards, and has been a featured
abled veterans in determining whether a speaker at a variety of conventions
business is a historically underutilized
and educational seminars across the
business for purposes of state contract- country.
ing.
Pete was selected Small Businessperson of the Year by the San Anto3) Expand, streamline, and simplify the nio District Office of the SBA, as
military voting bill process for men and well as Small Business Leader by
both the Greater San Antonio Chamwomen in uniform serving overseas,
ber of Commerce and the North San
under seas, and on temporary duty in
Antonio Chamber of Commerce. In
the Continental USA.
1995, The Texas Festivals and
Events Association awarded Pete the
SB 100: Van de Putte: relating to the
Hall of Honor Award for Lifetime
adoption of voting procedures necesAchievement. He has twice received
sary to implement the federal Military
the George Washington award for
and Overseas Voter Empowerment Act: patriotism by the Freedom’s FounStatus: 1/31/2011: referred to State
dation at Valley Forge and the Betsy
Affairs
Ross Award for Outstanding Service
by the National Independent Flag
HB 111: Taylor, Van: identical to SB
Dealers Association.
100; Status: 2/17/2011: referred to
Pete was an appointed delegate to
House Defense & Veterans Affairs
the White House Conference on
Small Business in 1995. He served
There are many more veteran related
on the Board of Directors of the Nabills that are before the legislature.
tional Federation of Independent
Please go to
Business (NFIB) from 1996 – 2007
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/Home.asp and currently serves on the NFIB
x to follow how these and other bills are Texas Leadership Council.
doing. You will have continued updates
Pete is the Past Chairman of the
through the Lariat, as well.
Board for the International Festivals
and Events Association. He is marHave a great month!
ried, has six children and two absolutely phenomenal grandsons.

Jim Cunningham USAR
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Thank you!!
A big thank you to the following who
have generously contributed to either
the Scholarship Fund or to the Operating Account. We appreciate the gesture very much:
LtCol Virginia Alloway
Maryada Artiglia
Col Max Axelsen
LTC Felix Bailey
LtCol John Bandy
Col Edd Barnes
COL Clair Book
Maj Richard Brogan
Col Watson Burnfield
LTC John Callaghan
LTC Harry Carpenter
Col Mark Carrigan
LtCol George Carruthers
LtCol Thomas Carter
COL Darrell Childers
Mavis Cleary
Col Irene Collier
June Cook
LTC Travis Crowther
COL Michael Davis
CDR Jesse DeLoach
Mrs Roger Diettrich
Doweene Dillingham
Col Jesse Dominguez
CWO Joe Drabek
Cpt Andrew Duncan
Col Robert Dupras
Genie Edgar
COL Janice Edgerson
BGEN Charles Elia
LT Ernesto Encino
Col Donald Engelking
LtCol Craig Erickson
Juanita Felder
Maj Eric Fenton
Eva Finch
Monette Fisher
Maj Ralph Flanigan
The Lariat March 2011

Linda Gayer
MAJ Charles Geisewite
LTC Elizabeth Goetz
Col Maurice Griffith
Jodie Hammond
Helena Hearn
BGEN Robert Herring
Bobbie Hollingsworth
Peggy Houck
Col Robert James
Elaine Johnson
LTC Robert Jones
LtGen James Keck
Helen Klitch
Pamela Kroyer
COL Ed Lefeber
LTC Lawrence Lewis
Col Harry Long
COL James Long
CAPT Thomas Loomis
MGen James Lyle
CDR David Marx
Col Mac McDonald
LTC Thomas McDonald
LTC Randolph Meade
Maj Gerald Meehan
Margaret Mickish
Hebe Milburn
Mary Miller
Joanne Murcklen
Col Stuart Myers
Jeanine Neilond
Lolly Orlowski
LtCol Shane Ostrom
Helga Parks
LTC Lester Parks
Col David Patrick
LCDR Joseph Perron
Rhoda Philby
Col James Phifer
CWO Orrel Picklesimer
MAJ Eric Platzner
Lucette Ramsey
10

Col Charles Reding
LTC Leslie Reynolds
Col Sanford Richardson
Esther Riewerts
LCDR Gil Rodriguez
Janet Rund
LTC Carl Russell
Gwendolyn Sampson
Col Russell Sanders
Col Steve Senia
Lucille Shean
Col Edward Sheeran
BGen Graham Shirley
LtCol Randy Smith
LtCol Orange Steffey
Barbara Steward
Col Karen Stocks
LtCol Elwood Storrs
LTC Corinne Strong
Margot Stryker
Mrs Luther Tarbox
LTC Chaplain James Taylor
LtCol Wade Taylor
Erna Thompson
Paulette Thompson
Col Thomas Tredici
Loretta Valenta
Voncille Vordenbaum
LTC Ed Waggoner
LtCol David Walker
Phyllis Wallace
Col Fred Walters
CPT Thomas Ward
LTC Jim Webb
MAJ Josh Welch
Col John Whiting
Col Robert Wickman
Col Mark Widmer
Maj Paul Winkler
CAPT John Woody
LtCol Michael Yndo
Col Ralph Ziegler
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Benefits of Membership
of MOAA and the local
chapter
 Our monthly newsletter, The
Lariat, which includes a calendar
of events, is sent to each member
(or made available on-line), and
includes both MOAA and Alamo
Chapter news. Stay informed!

Referred by: _____________________________________________________
The Give Me 10! Campaign Options:
1. Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve officers of all services, who are not past or present members of
MOAA national are eligible for a one year free national and local MOAA (MOAA-AC) membership.
2. Retired Officers or Auxiliary (surviving spouses), and lapsed members of MOAA national, can receive a
2 year membership for $30.00 (The usual yearly membership rate is $31). You will then receive a one year local
MOAA-AC membership free.
3. Those already members of MOAA national need to complete this application to receive a 1 year free local
membership to MOAA-AC.
Normal Dues: MOAA national $31 per year, MOAA local $25.00 (Auxiliary $15)

Membership Application
(Annual Membership)

 Monthly luncheons, which
rotate between the Randolph, Fort
Sam Houston, and Lackland
service clubs, feature informative
speakers and are also open to
guests.
 Benefit information of all
kinds is provided through the
Alamo Chapter. We have an
experienced Vice President of
Personal Affairs who can give
quick answers to your and family
members’ questions, or who can
research the more complex issues.
 The opportunity to enjoy the
camaraderie of meeting fellow
chapter members and their guests.
We also plan for various social
events, open to families and guests.
In addition, our chapter features a
singles group called the Solitaires,
some of who are surviving spouses.
The Solitaires have a busy social
calendar.
 Make your voice heard on
proposed state and national military
legislation which may affect you
and your family. Both the Alamo
Chapter and MOAA national
welcome your views!
 Enjoy many benefits,
discounts, and services, to include
career planning through TOPS (The
Officer Placement Service). The
Alamo Chapter also provides
college scholarships to those who
qualify.
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Are you a member of MOAA National? __________

Military Officers Association of America
Alamo Chapter
Circle Status: Commissioned & Warrant Officers of all services - Active, Reserves,
former, or Retired, National Guard, NOAA, PHS, Surviving Spouse.
Name_________________________________________________________________
(Print) Last
First
MI
Spouse
______________________________________________________________________
Residence Address
City
State
Zip
______________________________________________________________________
Rank/Grade
Service
Date of Birth
Home phone_______________________Business phone________________________
Civilian/Military Occupation______________________________________________
Firm/Unit____________________________ E-mail*___________________________
* May we have your permission to publish this information in the Chapter Membership
Directory? ________
(*This directory and your e-mail address are exclusively for the use of the chapter and
will not be sold or used for any other purpose than chapter communications and/or board
approved activity.)
Would you like to access our monthly newsletter (The Lariat) at our website versus
having a hard copy mailed to you? _______ (Dues reduce to $15 per year).
Would you be interested in being active in chapter volunteer activity? _______
________________________________________
Signature

____________________
Date

CHARITABLE OUTREACH PROGRAM
Please accept my tax-deductible donation of: $____________ to (check one)
Outreach Fund* _______
As designated by the Alamo Chapter ________
*a fund for annual college scholarships and other charitable programs and services.

Send applications to:
MOAA-AC, P.O. Box 340497, Ft Sam Houston, TX 78234
For questions please call (210) 228-9955 or e-mail: moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net
Also visit our chapter’s website at www.alamomoaa.org

Please feel free to copy and provide this form
1-17-11
to prospective members.
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est governance is the key to Africa’s
survival. With culture, corruption and
Congo
River:
The
Congo
is
the
second
such extreme tribal loyalty, nation
city. France builds hospitals. Great
states do not appear a functioning reallargest
and
deepest
river
in
our
uniBritain builds schools. Until now theity in the near future.
verse.
Its
drainage
basin
covers
se were only available in the large cit1,500,000 square miles. It has many
ies.
On Tuesday, 5 April, the Solitaires
waterfalls and six large rivers drain
plan
a field trip to the Toyota plant.
into
it.
It
crosses
six
different
counThe urban cities are only near the
You
can either make your own way
tries.
There
have
been
plans
to
build
a
seaside where there are good harbors.
and
meet
there or go in tandem from
huge
hydroelectric
dam
there--larger
They are very modern - similar to our
the
Fort
Sam
Golf Club parking lot at
than
the
Three
Gorges
of
China.
It
own. Cell phones, indoor plumbing,
1030. Toyota does have a few rewould service 32 countries. Many
water, electricity but no rubbish colstrictions: No purses, a picture ID,
lection. Companies with business there meetings were held but the six counclosed toe shoes, long sleeves. Call
have built large very modern buildings tries never agree upon anything or
your caller for further details.
come
to
a
commitment.
No
company
for offices. Predominant religions in
would
risk
such
large
capital
without
a
the area are Christianity, animism
The March meetings will be Tuesfirm commitment.
(voodoo), and creeping Islamism.
day March 1st at the Fort Sam Golf
In addition to huge sand dunes and Club and Sunday Brunch at Randolph
The current borders of the countries
on 27 March.
wild life, Namibia has huge quartz
were established by Europeans after
deposits.
A
museum
there
showed
the two World Wars. They were arbitrarily made on colonial interests; not emeralds, tanzanite, and yellow, pink
C
and multicolored quartz products.
on ethnicity. Tribal loyalty is very
strong in Africa. You only help those
Slave Trade: Slavery has been an acof your own tribe. If you are only
willing to help those of your own tribe, cepted way of life since the Code of
*****
then you can never establish loyalty to Hammurabi in 1760 BC. Slaves
were white, black, Oriental, Irish, or
a nation state which includes other
booty from wars. Many were taken by
tribes.
If you are a single man or lady
warriors from the Kingdom of Congo
and like to eat, chat, make new
In one Namibian city they attempt- and sold both east and west of Africa.
ed to set up enclaves outside of a large The greatest numbers sent to the New friends, experience or provide
sometimes brief impromptu or
World were by the Dutch predomicity according to tribes. The larger
nately
and
by
Spanish,
Portuguese,
and
scheduled interesting demonstratribes got the better housing.
French.
They
went
to
Brazil,
Spanish
tions, talks, or discussions, whether
The newest ones in from the forest got
tin and cardboard shacks. Each had a America, and the Caribbean Islands.
you are: visiting the area; active
The first slaves to the US went to New duty or retired; widowed or didifferent dialect and customs. If you
Orleans in 1601. Of the total number vorced; the SOLITAIRES is the
could earn $1200 per month in a
of slaves sent all over the world--there
steady job you could receive a lot of
group for you.
were millions, not just from Africa-land and $5000 from the government
to build your own house. But you had only 5% came to the United States
to build a little each year or it reverted over a period of 200 years. The greatThis is a wonderful opportunity
est majority went to Brazil to the Rubto the government. Soon the poorer
to enjoy camaraderie with other
enclaves were complaining discrimina- ber plantations. They were mistreated,
single men and ladies whose backstarved, and worked to death. When
tion in housing. They could never
grounds and experiences are or
they died, they were thrown into the
work their way out of their poverty.
have been with the military. Call
Amazon and new slaves were purchased.
It
was
cheaper.
In
the
United
the office (210) 228-9955 for more
Law enforcement: Each tribe has its
States they were considered an ecodetails
own chief. In one village we met an
nomic asset and were generally well
85 year old woman who had been
cared for. Both North and South relied
chief for 30 years. She adjudicated
petty crimes, and domestic squabbles. on cotton for the textile industry.
Serious crimes were referred to the big
Education, jobs and more honcity. We met the medicine lady who
Solitaires

was the local doctor.

(Continued from Page 7)

ol Irene Collier (Ret)
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Chapter Events Calendar
MARCH

APRIL
1 Volunteer Hours Due

1 Volunteer Hours Due

7 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office
1 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Golf Club

5 Solitaire’s Tour of Toyota

3 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office

14 Board Meeting 10:00am MOAA-AC Office

3 Veterans Administration Volunteers Mtg 1pm

15 MOAA-AC Golf Tournament 1pm

16 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am

17 Solitaire’s Sunday Brunch 11 am Randolph Parr
O Club

17 Chapter Luncheon Ft Sam Golf Club

20 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am
20 Chapter Fiesta Picnic Eberle Park 5:15pm

27 Solitaire’s Sunday Brunch 11 am Randolph Parr
O Club

24 Easter Sunday - Fly the Flag!
26 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers
Welcome)

29 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers
Welcome)

Ongoing:

Note: Events bolded are for the general membership and italicized are for staff, though members are always welcome.
Please call the office for details (210) 228-9955

MAY

Cookie Angels delivering items to Warrior & Family Support Center

JUNE

1 Volunteer Hours Due

1 Volunteer Hours Due

5 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office

1 Submission Deadline for Levels of Excellence Award

8 Victory Day in Europe

2 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office

8 Mother’s Day - Fly the Flag!

3 Veterans Administration Volunteers Mtg 1pm

14 Potluck at Susie Tolman’s house 11am

7 Solitaire’s Luncheon Ft Sam Golf Club

18 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am

14 FlagDay – Fly the Flag!

19 Scholarship Luncheon Ft Sam Houston Golf Club

14 US Army Birthday

21 Armed Forces Day – Fly the Flag!

15 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am

24 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers
Welcome)

16 Chapter Luncheon Army Residence Community
Speaker - Scott Ackerson from Haven for Hope

30 Memorial Day - Fly the Flag!

19 Father’s Day - Fly the Flag!

30 Ft Sam Houston National Cemetery Memorial Day
Ceremony

26 Solitaire’s Sunday Brunch 11 am Randolph Parr
O Club
28 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers
Welcome)
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Receiving The Lariat Online?
If you would prefer to read your Lariat on-line rather than receive a printed
copy, send us an email with the subject line as OLLO and we’ll gladly remove
you from the printed version mailing list.
We will notify you by email when the new issue is available for viewing.

Save paper, save postage, read it sooner, AND with color!!

Alamo Chapter
VOLUNTEER STAFF:
PRESIDENT
MAJ James R. Cunningham
jimbob48@sbcglobal.net
EXEC VP Operations LTC Bill Goforth
bagoforth@yahoo.com
VP ADMINISTRATION LtCol Jim Webb
VP PROGRAMS
(Open)
VP MEMBERSHIP LTC Randy Hoff
randyhoff106@hotmail.com
SECRETARY
Col David Patrick
dwpatrick01@gmail.com
TREASURER
Col Vaughn Caudill
vaughn.caudill@us.army.mil
SCHOLARSHIP
LTC Dan Cummings
VP PERSONAL AFFAIRS Col Dave Padden
DEPUTY PA
Col Stuart Myers
DEPUTY PA
LtCol Craig Erickson
VP LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS Col Al Cote
DEP LEG AFFAIRS LtCol Ed LeFebvre
VP PUBLIC RELATIONS LtCol Cheryl Smith
VP LOGISTICS
LtCol Fred Koechley
LEGAL COUNSEL (Open)
SOLITAIRES
Mavis Cleary
CONSULTANT
Maj Len Mull
EDITOR
Col Kerry Green
ASSISTANT EDITOR Col James Payne
CHAPLAIN
LTC James Taylor
PX/VAV/VAC Rep Susie Tolman
TOPS OFFICER
Col David Patrick
WEB MASTER
Col Bill Hudson
HISTORIAN
Col Janice Edgerson
VOLUNTEER COORD. (Open)
ADVERTISING COORD. LtCol David Walker
AFV SATELLITE COORD. LtCol Ginny Alloway
DUTY OFFICERS: Col Irene Collier
Col Stuart Myers
LtCol Jim Cuskey
LtCol Bill Polasek
LtCol Ed Waggoner
Floaters: LtCol Jim Webb
CWO Barry Martin
DIRECTORS:
BG Robert Herring
LTC John Gibbs
Col Ed McCarthy
LTC Bill Goforth
Col Mac McDonald
LTC Sumner Hudson
Col Frank Rohrbough LtCol Ed Marvin
Col Lisa Skopal
Mrs. Susie Tolman
LTC Jim Finch
DIRECTORS EMERITUS HONORARY DIRECTORS
BG George Woodard
Gen Ralph Haines
Gen William McBride

Statement of Publication
The Lariat is the newsletter of the Military Officers Association of America—Alamo Chapter. It is published once each
month to inform the membership of issues and activities of
interest to all.
MOAA-AC is a non-profit organization within the state of
Texas organized to represent the membership and to support
the activities of the Texas Council of Chapters and MOAA
National.
Advertising contained in the newsletter is not endorsed by
the Chapter and does not represent any recommendation to
the membership. Opinions expressed in articles contained
herein are not necessarily those of the membership as a
whole or the Chapter. Questions should be directed to the
Editor, at the Chapter office.
MOAA-AC P.O. Box 340497 San Antonio, TX 78234
(210) 228-9955 moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net
www.alamomoaa.org
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Postmaster — please deliver by March 8th
Time Sensitive Material

Thursday March 17, 2011

Wednesday April 20, 2011

Chapter Luncheon

Fiesta
PicNic Supper

Speaker Pete Van de Putte
Dixie Flag Company

Ft Sam Houston Golf Club

Randolph AFB Eberle Park

Meet & Greet begins 11am - Lunch served approx 11:45am

Meet & Greet begins 5:15pm - Supper served approx 6pm

Menu (Indicate Choice)
Tex-Mex Supper
With
Mariachi Music

A) London Broil
B) Stuffed Pork Chop
With Jack Daniels Sauce
With Cranberry Glaze
Spring Mix Salad
Buttered Parsley Potatoes, Green Beans Almandine
Dinner Rolls & Butter
Cherry Pie
Water, Coffee & Tea Service and $3.50 per small bottle wine

Cost per person $25
(Includes food, soda, wine & beer) Enclosed: $______

Cost per person $20
RSVP by Noon Monday 18 April
Reservations not cancelled by noon Tues 19th will be billed
Non member Officers are welcome with paid reservations

Enclosed: $______
RSVP by Noon Monday 14 March
Reservations not cancelled by noon 15 Tuesday will be billed
Non member Officers are welcome with paid reservations

Name__________________________________

Name__________________________________

Guest:__________________________________

Guest:__________________________________

Send reservation slip & check made payable to
MOAA-AC to P.O. Box 340497, Ft Sam Houston, TX 78234
Call (210) 228-9955 with any questions.

Send reservation slip & check made payable to
MOAA-AC to P.O. Box 340497, Ft Sam Houston, TX 78234
Call (210) 228-9955 with any questions.
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