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President’s Message 
    Happy May to everybody!  In my 
previous column I indicated April 
showers would bring May flowers.  
For certain we had April showers, and 
now we can look forward to the May 
flowers.  As I begin this report to our 
members it is an absolutely gorgeous 
day in San Antonio, Texas.  Why 
would anyone want to live anywhere 
else?  And also, why would anyone 
want to belong to any other Military 
Officers Association of America 
chapter than the Alamo Chapter?  And 
with that said, let me add a humble 
“thank you.”  Thank you to each of 
you members--thank you for renewing 
properly, and thank you for being 
charitable with your donations to our 
three scholarship programs.  You are 
absolutely the best, and I thank you 
for being a member of our chapter. 
    As always, however, we cannot rest 
on our laurels.  We must march ever 
forward.  Along those lines please be 
advised we have recently appointed 
two new Board members to your gov-
erning Board.  They are Col. Mac 
McDonald, USAF (Ret.) who you all 
recall has done a wonderful job as our 
program chairman over the last couple 
of years.  With the expiration of his 

term, he has been moved into a Direc-
tors position.  We are also very, very 
excited to announce the appointment 
of an active duty army lieutenant 
colonel.  His name is Bill Goforth, 
and he has a very impressive resume 
in the active service of the United 
States Army.  We will be profiling 
each of these new directors in the up-
coming months.   
    I would be remiss at this point if I 
did not thank each of the other Board 
members that serve your chapter.  
They are distinguished Americans, 
each and every one.  They are BGen 
Robert Herring, USA (Ret), Col 
George Gagnon, USAF (Ret), Col Ed 
McCarthy USAF (Ret),  Col Frank 
Rohrbough, USAF (Ret), LtCol Harry 
Carpenter, USMC (Ret), LTC Jim 
Finch, USA (Ret), LTC John Gibbs, 
USA (Ret), LTC Sumner Hudson, 
USA (Ret) and Mrs. Susie Tolman.  
Please say a special “thank you” to 
them for providing the fiduciary re-
sponsibility and the oversight of your 
executive leadership. I do hasten to 
add, however, that we are saddened 
by the demise of Colonel Luke 
Fisher, USA (Ret) who has been 
called home.  We do miss him a lot, 
and we continue to think about him as 
we deliberate the affairs of the chap-
ter.  He was instrumental in the chap-
ter for so many years; growing the 
chapter; taking it into the computer 
age and making it a viable 21st cen-
tury organization. 
    I gave a report to your Board at the 
April meeting and basically assessed 

the state of the chapter by giving it 
an ORI rating of a B.  That saddens 
me in a way because I would like to 
be able to candidly say we are an A 
rated chapter.  That is not to say that 
we have not completed all the re-
quirements to repeat our Five Star 
Chapter Award performance, but it 
does say, in my humble opinion, we 
really do need some help at the chap-
ter level.  Please know, members, 
that some of the leadership, who are 
completely empowered to do the jobs 
they so wonderfully do, are not only 

(Continued on Page 8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROTC presentation to Harlandale 
High School Cadet First Sergeant 

Jennifer Alvarado by LTC Bill 
Filipini USA (Ret) 
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Cookie Angels 
The cookies angels were hard at 
work again last month.  Many thanks 
to the following who either baked 
goodies, brought fruits or provided 
much needed personal items to our 
wounded soldiers at Ft Sam Hous-
ton’s Warrior and Family Support 
Center. 
    If you are able to donate to the 
WFSC please call Susie at (210) 654-
0351, so we may add your name to our 
list. Thank you. 
 

Aina Blake 
Irene Collier 

Frank and Dolores DeVille 
Nita Felder 

Susan Filippini 
John Gibbs 

Ed & Sue McCarthy 
Mac and Lori McDonald 

Bo Mills 
Lolly Orlowski 

Frank and Helga Parks 
Jan Rund 

Phyllis Smith 
Susie Tolman 

Dot Wise 
Tom and Evelyn Woods 

The Lions Breakfast Club 
Of New Braunfels 

Volunteer 
Opportunities 

 

Do you have some spare some 
time?  Please help us make this the 

best chapter ever. 

Currently we need the following: 

VP Programs 
Assistant Programs 
Chaplain 
Legal Counsel 
VP Logistics 
VP Personal Affairs 
Historian 
Transportation Coordinator 
Active Duty Liaison Officers 
Golf Tournament Organizer 2010 

 

Job descriptions are available.  
Please call Dale Vande Hey at the 
MOAA-AC office (210) 228-9955. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Grateful thanks to 
the following folks who have kindly 
donated to the Chapter: 

LTC Sumner Hudson 
 

Chapter News & Notices 
Congratulations!!! 

 
 
 
 
 

Col Mac McDonald 
 

Volunteer of the Year 
2009 

 
Mac was chosen by the Alamo 
Chapter Leadership and will be 

formally recognized at the Ft Sam 
Houston  Installation Ceremony 

on May 20th at 10am followed by 
a reception at 11am. 

 
Thanks for all your hard work! 

  

 

 

 

A complete and speedy recovery is 
wished to: 

 

Cpt Walter Grinfield USA (Ret) 

 

Happy Belated 
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 LEGISLATIVE 
   REPORT 

 

Maj Frank Park’s column will return next month  

ROTC 
    Our ROTC Program is in its final 
month.  We have 51 awards scheduled 
so far.  The last one on the schedule is 
Churchill High School.  There will be 
more requests coming in and I expect 
there will be a total of 30 more awards 
to be presented this month. 
 
    We will be very busy for the re-
mainder of the month and will need all 
the help we can get.  
 
    Unfortunately I needed to get some 
repairs done to my computer and lost 
all the contents of my address book.  I 
am repopulating my address book and 
will be sending frequent updates of the 
ROTC Schedule as I accomplish the 
mammoth task!  All you volunteer pre-
senters please keep an eye on your 
email and volunteer wherever you can. 
 
    Please contact me if you wish to 
volunteer to present awards.  I can be 
reached at e-mail gilfly@earthlink.net 
or (210) 386 4181. 
 

LCDR Gil Rodriguez (Ret) 

VA Heart of Texas Ground Break-
ing Ceremony: The Network's Center 
of Excellence (COE) for Research of 
Returning War Veterans, on the Waco 
V A campus, had a renovation ground-
breaking ceremony on April 17. Once 
Building 93 is renovated (at a cost of 
$9.8 million), the Center will expand 
from 5,000 square feet to 53,000 
square feet in fiscal year 2011.  

    Nationally renowned and respected 
researcher Suzy Gulliver, Ph.D., is the 
COB Director. The Center has more 
than $12.2 million in research projects 
and promotes research on 1) the pat-
terns and course of post-deployment 
adjustment; 2) the development of 
models predicting risk, resilience, re-
covery and relapse to the sequelae of 
conflict in war theatres; 3) the adap-
tion and evaluation of existing and as 
yet undeveloped treatments for veter-
ans (and the families of veterans) with 
pathologic response to war in order to 
facilitate rehabilitation; 4) information 
security and bioethics; and 5) dissemi-
nation and education on the results of 
the Center's efforts. As a result of this 
research, the Center aims to improve 
the quality of life for current and fu-
ture generations of veterans returning 
from conflict.  

    The world's most powerful mobile 
research MRI at the Waco V AMC 
will be used to study active duty troops 
at risk for post.traumatic stress disor-
der, traumatic brain injury, depression, 
and substance abuse. The first planned 
project is a study on genetic influences 
on emotional processing and brain 
structure in active duty troops and vet-
erans. The study includes active duty 

 

Health, Benefits & Welfare 
service members and veterans at three 
sites: the Olin E. Teague V A Medical 
Center, Temple; the Waco VA Medi-
cal Center, and the Carl R. Darnall 
Army Medical Center at Fort Hood.  

**** 

Going on a cruise or flying Space A? 
Are Medicare and Tricare For Life 
(TFL) your only medical insurance? If 
so you will need to know what your 
situation will be if you have something 
happen requiring you to seek medical 
assistance. 
    The Armed Forces Times recently 
had a well written and very informa-
tive article covering this very situation. 
For example, if a TFL beneficiary goes 
on a cruise, Federal law requires the 
beneficiary to lose Medicare coverage 
as soon as the ship leaves U.S. waters. 
If the TFL beneficiary gets medical 
care outside the U.S., the only cover-
age will be Tricare Standard. 
    All Tricare Standard claims process-
ing rules will apply including the Tri-
care deductible and cost share.  Tricare 
claims will be processed exactly as 
they were before the beneficiary was 
eligible for Medicare and TFL.  Tri-
care will determine the amount allow-
able for each medical service, subtract 
any Tricare deductible not satisfied by 
previous c1ajms and pay the patient 75 
percent of the remainder of the amount 
allowed. 
    You may need to be prepared to pay 
the Tricare deductible and will have to 
pay the remaining 25 percent out of 
your own pocket or have a supplemen-
tal health insurance policy to cover it.  
 

**** 
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Col Carl Andrews USAF 

Col Troy Dixon USAF 

Col Ray Harris USAF 

Col Wayne Knutson USAF 

Col William Kolakowski USAF 

Col Mark List USAF 

Col Robert Modrovsky 

Col Lloyd Reinke USAF 

LtCol Vincent Carr USAF 

LtCol Vonda Cross USAF 

LTC Bill Goforth USA 

LtCol Laurie Hall USAF 

LtCol Mike Misenhimer USAF 

LtCol Porfirio Munoz USAF 

LtCol Roy Russell USAF 

LtCol James Stewart USAF 

LTC Eric Vickery USA 

Maj Geoffrey Adams USA 

Maj Scot Doboszenski USA 

Maj Brian Jones USAF 

Maj Felicia Lauten USAF 

Maj Chris Sloan USA 

Maj Kimberly Smith USAFR 

Cpt Anna Ferguson 

CW5 Rolando Gonzales USA (Ret) 

 Alamo Chapter Membership
As of: April 20, 2009

850
900
950

1000
1050
1100
1150

1200
1250
1300
1350

1400
1450
1500

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Months

2009 
Goal

2008
2009 

Active   219
Aux       250
Retired  585
Total    1054

Welcome New 
Members! 
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Exec VP’s Corner 
    As you all know, I have been ex-
tremely busy here of late working 
with our state legislators in an effort 
to get many bills relative to the well 
being of our membership and the 
military passed through this session 
of the Texas Legislature.  In addition 
to that, I have just returned from a 
week in Washington, D.C. working 
with MOAA National and our Federal 
Representatives and Senators relative 
to four issues that MOAA is working 
on this year. 

 
    Let me first address some issues at 
the Texas State House.  One key bill 
has passed and is on the Governors 
desk, while others of great importance 
are almost there. 

 
SB90 Interstate Compact on Educa-
tional Opportunity for Military 
Children – This bill has passed and is 
on the Governors desk to be signed. 

 
SB93 Relating to tuition and fee ex-
emptions for certain military per-
sonnel and their dependents – This 
bill has passed the Senate and is out 
of committee in the House.  It should 
be voted on shortly and will go to the 
Governor.  It enhances the Hazel-
wood Act to allow spouses of military 
members to use the Hazelwood. 

 
Property Tax bills:   
Tax relief for disabled veterans ena-
bling legislation for Proposition 9. 
 
1.  SB 469 & HB 742:  100% Prop-
erty tax reduction for 100% dis-
abled veterans:   

SB 469: Carona et al:  Relating to an 
exemption from ad valorem taxation of 
the residence homesteads of certain 
totally disabled veterans and to amount 
of the exemption from ad valorem 
taxation to which a disabled veteran is 
entitled based on disability rating.  
Estimated 2-year impact to General 
Revenue funds: negative impact of 

$11,421,000 thru biennium ending 
8/31//2011.  4/22/09:  SB 469 was 
passed by the Senate;  4/23/09: House 
received the bill and was read for the 
first time.  4/30/09:  referred to House 
Ways & Means Committee.  
HB 742:  Kuempel: companion bill to 
SB 469.  Identical.   
Status: 4/2/09: considered in public 
hearing; committee substitute consid-
ered; reported favorably as substituted; 
voted out of House Ways & Means 
Committee; next stage: House vote 
(Not Scheduled).   
Summary:  HB 742 is out of commit-
tee and will be voted on in the House.  
The next move is that we need to call 
Representative McCall, the Chair of 
the Calendars Committee and ask him 
to schedule a vote in the House ASAP.  
He can be reached at (512) 463-0594.  
Also, i wouldn’t hurt to call the 
Speaker and ask for his support in get-
ting scheduled for a vote.  Speaker 
Strauss can be reached on (512) 463-
0686. 
 
2.  HB 1299 & SB 421: Lottery 
Ticket to Benefit Veterans 
HB1299: As Introduced:  The bill 
would make no appropriation but 
could provide the legal basis for an 
appropriation of funds to implement 
the provisions of the bill.  4/7/09:  
Committee report filed with Commit-
tee Coordinator, report printed and 
distributed.  4/8/09: Committee Report 
sent to Calendars.  Next action: We 
need to contact the House Calendars 
Committee and to request that HB 
1299 placed on the House Calendar for 
a vote.   
SB 421 Action:  a discussion will be 
held with the authors of SB 421 to de-
termine the best course of action for 
the Texas Coalition of Veteran organi-
zations to pursue to ensure optimum 
support for progress of the bill in the 
Texas Senate.   
Summary:  A request was sent to the 
TCVO requesting members to attend a 

press conference on 4 May 09 spon-
sored by Senator Van de Putte and Rep 
Chris Turner to discuss the scratch-off 
lottery ticket and to garner public sup-
port for the bill.  SB421 is presently 
being held up in the State Affairs 
Committee by the Chair Sen. Duncan.  
Senator Duncan can be reached on 
(512) 463-0128. 
 
HB 2689 & SB 2403: making a vol-
untary contribution to the fund for 
veterans’ assistance when register-
ing a motor vehicle: 
HB 2689:  4/1/09: considered in De-
fense Affairs Committee public hear-
ing; committee substitute considered; 
left pending in Committee 
SB 2403: 3/31/09: referred to Senate 
Finance Committee 
 
SB 1940:  Van de Putte:  relating to 
gifts received for the Fund for Veter-
ans, or voluntary contributions to the 
Fund by State Employees.  4/16/09: 
favorably voted out of the Veterans 
Affairs Committee; Senate vote re-
corded and engrossed; bill sent to 
House; received from Senate. 4/21/09: 
read first time and referred to House 
Defense & Veterans’ Affairs Commit-
tee 
 
3.  HB 71, HB 551 & SB 92: Relating 
to the establishment of a program to 
provide a ballot by electronic mail to 
military personnel serving overseas.  
Summary:  progress is being made in 
both the House and Senate.  As of 
4/4/09 no action is required or re-
quested from the Texas Coalition of 
Veteran Organizations or the TCC. 
HB 71 Status:  3/11/09: testimony 
taken in Defense & Veteran Affairs 
Committee; left pending in committee.  
3/23/09:  Committee report sent to 
Calendars.  3/30/09: placed on General 
State Calendar; read 2nd time; passed 
to engrossment; 3/31/09: read 3rd time; 
amended; passed as amended;  

(Continued on Page 14) 
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regulators tell us for the purpose, among 
other things. “of preserving and strength-
ening those kind fraternal feelings which 
have bound together the soldiers, sailors 
and marines who united to suppress the 
late rebellion”.  What can aid more to 
assure this result than by cherishing ten-
derly the memory of our heroic dead 
who made their breasts a barricade be-
tween our country and its foes?  Their 
soldier lives were the revelry of freedom 
to a race in chains and their deaths a tat-
too of rebellious tyranny in arms.  We 
should guard these graves with sacred 
vigilance.  All that the consecrated 
wealth and taste of the nation can add to 
their adornment and security is but a fit-
ting tribute to the memory of her slain 
defenders.  Let no wanton foot tread 
rudely on such hallowed grounds.  Let 
pleasant paths invite the coming and go-
ing of reverent visitors and fond mourn-
ers.  Let no vandalism of avarice or ne-
glect, no ravages of time, testify to the 
present or to the coming generations that 
we have forgotten as a people the cost of 
a free and undivided republic. 

    If other eyes grow dull and other 
hands slack, and other hearts cold in the 
solemn trust, ours shall keep it well as 
long as the light and warmth of life re-
mains to us. 

The Inception of Memorial Day 
Memorial Day is a United States 
federal holiday observed on the last 
Monday of May (on May 25 in 2009). 
Formerly known as Decoration Day, 
it commemorates U.S. men and 
women who died while in military 
service to their country. First enacted 
to honor Union soldiers of the Ameri-
can Civil War (it is celebrated near 
the day of reunification after the civil 
war), it was expanded after World 
War I to include American casualties 
of any war or military action. 
 

What follows is the inscription on a 
tombstone at the US Soldiers and Air-
men’s Home National Cemetery in 
Washington DC: 

“Here rests the remains of Maj Gen-
eral John A. Logan, USA Com-
mander Grand Army of the Republic, 
died 12/27/1886. 
Mary S. Logan, spouse died 
2/22/1923 
Mary Logan Tucker, daughter, died 
3/18/1940 
George Edwin Tucker, grandson died 
4/8/1905 
Cpt Logan Tucker USMC, grandson, 
died 12/20/1911. 
 
    In front of the tomb is a plaque 
“Memorial Day Order, General Order 
#1, Headquarters Grand Army of the 
Republic, Washington D.C. 
5/5/1868”. 

    The 30th day of May 1868 is desig-
nated for the of strewing with flowers 
or otherwise decorating the graves of 
comrades who died in defense of their 
country during the late rebellion.  
And those bodies now lie in almost 
every city, village and hamlet church-
yard in the land.  In this observance 
no form or ceremony is prescribed 
but posts and comrades will in their 
own way  arrange such fitting ser-
vices and testimonials of respect as 
circumstances may permit. 

    We are organized Comrades as our 

    I  Let us then at the time appointed 
gather around their sacred remains 
and garland the passionless mounds 
above them with the choicest flowers 
of springtime.  Let us raise above 
them the dear old flag they saved 
from dishonor; let us in their solemn 
presence renew our pledges to aid and 
assist those whom they have left 
among us a sacred charge upon the 
nations gratitude the soldiers and sail-
ors widow and orphan. 

    II  It is the purpose of the com-
mander in chief to inaugurate this 
observance with the hope that it will 
be kept up from year to year.  While a 
survivor of the war remains to honor 
the memory of his departed comrades 
he earnestly desires the public press 
to call attention to this order and lend 
its friendly aid in bringing it to the 
notice of comrades in all parts of the 
country in time for simultaneous 
compliance therewith. 

    III Department commanders will 
use every effort to make this order 
effective by command of John A. 
Logan, Commander In Chief 
N.P. Chipman, Adj General. 

Erected in honor of the Grand Army 
of the Republic by its auxiliary the 
National Women’s Relief Corp 
1936.” 
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                    Solitaires 

confiscated by the government.  The 
Supreme Court agreed, and he re-
gained the land.  When the family 
came back to the house they were 
shocked to find it had been trashed. 
 
    There were 150 graves on the es-
tate, and men were buried right by 
the front door steps.  As a result they 
sold the land back to the U.S. Gov-
ernment for $150,000.  On 15 Janu-
ary 1864 Secretary of War Edwin 
Stanton designated Arlington House 
and the 200 surrounding acres as a 
national cemetery. 
 
    The first interment was an Ameri-
can--a Spanish American War vet-
eran was buried there in 1902. 
  There is at least one person from 
each American War, conflict or ter-
rorist activity buried in Arlington. 

  
    It wasn't until 1931 that Congress 
actually approved Arlington as a 
national cemetery.  A memorial to 
the Unknowns of previous wars was 
to be built.  The Tomb was started in 
1929 and completed in 1932 with a 

 

 
 
 

    Memorial Day honors those who 
served their country through military 
service. Some made the supreme sacri-
fice of their lives to protect our country 
and democracy. 
    A grateful nation demonstrated its 
thanks by erecting a monument with 
24/365 sentinels as a tribute to those 
who died on foreign soil and were never 
identified.  The vigil assures that they 
are remembered and did not die in 
vain.  The Tomb of the Unknowns con-
tains the remains of military members 
from WW I, ll, and the Korean Conflict.  
There was one for an unknown from the 
Viet Nam War, but our superior DNA 
testing identified him as AF 1/Lt Mi-
chael Joseph Blassie.  He was exhumed 
and returned to his family for re-
burial. That tomb remains empty. 
  
    So how did the Tomb become a real-
ity?   How was the site for the national 
memorial selected?    The Martha Custis 
family owned 1000 acres of land on the 
Potomac River. They built a mansion 
called Arlington House on the Poto-
mac in memory of George Washington.  
Mary Custis married a promising West 
Pointer named Robert E. Lee., and they 
lived in Arlington house for many 
years.  With the Civil War brewing, 
Robert E. Lee resigned his commission 
in the U. S. Army and elected to leave 
the union with his home state of Vir-
ginia.  He sent back word to wife Mary 
that she must vacate and go to safer 
lodgings.  Rumor was that the Union 
Army was going to confiscate Arlington 
House; which they did.  The Army set 
up a headquarters in the house and built 
Fort Meyers on the grounds.  
  
    After the war a Custis relative brought 
a suit to the Supreme Court to recover 
the estate.  He claimed it was illegally 

huge parade of dignitaries celebrating 
the event.  
  
   The monument is a huge rectangular 
block of marble, 14’x8’ from Ver-
mont.  The block weighs 18 tons.  
There are four pieces.  (Six pieces 
were quarried but three were rejected 
for imperfections.)  The completed 
memorial consists of an Amphitheater, 
steps, platform and the sarcophagi of 
the unknowns. The epitaph on the 
headstone reads:  Here rests in Honor 
and Glory an American soldier known 
but to God. 
  
 
The Tomb is guarded 24/365 in rain, 
shine, cold, heat, or hurricane by spe-
cially trained members of the 3rd 
U.S.A. Infantry.  Many apply for this 
duty but only about one fourth are ac-
cepted. 
 
    The qualifications are strin-
gent. Every soldier must have strong 
military bearing, certain height, disci-
pline, stamina and present an impecca-
ble military appearance.  They spend 
hours memorizing certain data, prac-
ticing difficult types of walking, rifle 
protocol, and drill for honors ceremo-
nies.  Every sentinel spends five hours 
a day getting ready for his shift.  The 
guard is changed every hour during 
winter months and every half hour 
during the summer. There is a specific 
ritual adhered to by the sentinels.  
Even during Hurricane Isabel they 
manned their post although their com-
mander told them they could seek 
shelter. 
  
    On Memorial Day all military ceme-
teries have a ceremony honoring those 
who served in military service. Flags 
are placed on the graves.  Dignitaries 
honor their sacrifice and give thanks to 
their loved ones who supported them 
during their military careers. 
(Continued on Page 9) 



The Lariat May 2009 8 

 
President’s Message 
(Continued from Page 1) 

doing their jobs but they are picking 
up and doing one, two or three other 
jobs in line with our strategic planning 
and the vision and the mission of our 
chapter.  These are just incredible peo-
ple, and I am so pleased to be a part of 
the friendship and leadership circle 
that we have.  As friendly as we are 
though, we could use a few more 
friends in the circle! 
    I am certain each of you know peo-
ple who would like to take a more ac-
tive role in the leadership of the chap-
ter.  To be perfectly candid, the work 
is not terribly tough.  It is rewarding; 
you feel good about it, and you also 
maintain and build friendships with the 
people who serve.  Each month I make 
a plea it seems for ideas to make the 
chapter better, ideas to build our re-
source base, and ideas to grow mem-
bership.  I continue to look forward to 
receiving those inputs.  My telephone 
number is (210) 771-1177, and I like 
to believe I am an open communicator.  
My personal philosophy of manage-
ment is if you are not an open commu-
nicator, then your organization does 
not grow.  We really do want our 
chapter to grow.  You members are 
critical, and as always we thank you 
for your membership.  However, we 
also humbly ask for your continuing 
support and ideas. 
    As I conclude these remarks I am 
sitting on the back patio of our home.  
I’m looking up into a blue sky with the 
birds singing, the wind gently blowing, 
and chimes ringing in the background-
- only here in America.  I salute each 
one of you who have proudly served to 
keep our country strong.  God bless 
each of you, and God bless America. 

    

 LtCol Edward Marvin (Ret)  

0900  Musical Prelude………….......…….U.S. Army Medical Command Band 
 
0915  Choral Selections……………………………......... Alamo Metro Chorus 
 
0930  Introduction of Master of Ceremonies……..........MSgt (Ret) Ron Cherry 

                                                                                               Sergeant-at-Arms 

Welcome…….........………………………………CMSgt (Ret) Tom Nesbit 
                                                                                        Master of Ceremonies 

Presentation of Colors……………………..................…….Sergeant-at-Arms 
                                       (Joint Service Color Guard) 

“God Bless America”…………..............U.S. Army Medical Command Band 

Posting of the Colors……………………..............………...Sergeant-at-Arms 

Invocation………………………………...............…Mr. Conrad A.Myers, Jr. 
                Past Commander, Military Order of the Purple Heart, Chapter 1836 

Introduction of Guests……...............………………….Master of Ceremonies 

Welcoming Remarks………………..............…………...Mr. Jeffery Milligan 
                            Acting Director, South Texas Veterans Health Care System 

Honors to Military…..............…………………………Master of Ceremonies 
             (Banners and Service Songs) U.S. Army Medical Command Band &                 
                                                             Special Forces Association Chapter 15 

Presentation of Military and Civic Leader Wreaths..….Master of Ceremonies 
                              U.S. Army Medical Command Band, Special Forces Assn 
                                                                                                Scouting Groups 

National Moment of Remembrance……...............……Master of Ceremonies           

Musical Selection……………………………...........….Alamo Metro Chorus 

Introduction of Guest Speaker…………...............……Master of Ceremonies 

Guest Speaker Remarks………................……Reverend Buckner B. Fanning    

Colors Forward………………………….............……..…..Sergeant-at-Arms 

“America the Beautiful”……................. U.S. Army Medical Command Band 

Retiring of the Colors…………………..............….……….Sergeant-at-Arms 

Closing Remarks………………………..................Mr. Ronald Wondolowski 
                                     Deputy Director, Ft Sam Houston National Cemetery 

Presentation of Wreaths and Banners...........................…Military, Veteran, & 
                                                                                            Civic Organizations 

Gun Salute and “Echo Taps”………FSHNC Memorial Services Detachment 

National Anthem (Flag to Full Staff)…. U.S. Army Medical Command Band 

Benediction………………………..............….Chaplain Conrad A. Myers, Jr. 
 

FORT SAM HOUSTON NATIONAL CEMETERY 
Memorial Day Ceremony - May 25, 2009 
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Historical People & Events 
•Charles Lindbergh began his historic 
solo flight, 1927 

May 21 
Clara Barton founded the American Red 
Cross, 1881  

May 22 
The first life insurance policy in the 
United States was issued, in Philadel-
phia, 1761  

May 23 
Gangsters Bonnie & Clyde were killed 
in Bienville Parish, Louisiana, 1934  

May 24 
Samuel Morse transmitted the first mes-
sage as America's first telegraph line 
was opened, 1844  

May 26 
The Golden Gate Bridge was opened to 
the public, 1937  

May 31 
Two thousand people perished when a 
dam break created a flood in Johnstown, 
PA, 1889  

May 5 
Astronaut Alan Shepard’s first manned 
space flight, 1961 

May 6 
Boston Red Sox Babe Ruth hit his first 
home run, 1915  

May 8 
First transatlantic flight, 1919  

May 9 
Transcontinental Railroad completed, 
1869  

May 10 
Paul Revere died in Boston, 1818  

May 11 
B.F. Goodrich Company developed the 
tubeless tire, 1947 

May 17 
The New York Stock Exchange was 
established, 1792  

May 20 
•Christopher Columbus died in poverty 
in Spain, 1506  

Solitaires 
(Continued from Page 7) 

San Antonio is a military city.  We 
love our military and demonstrate our 
appreciation regularly in many 
ways.  One way to show your appre-
ciation is to say "Thank You for your 
Service" when you meet uniformed 
personnel.  If it is not conven-
ient, lightly touch your right hand to 
your heart when you meet.  They will 
recognize the universally growing sign 
of appreciation. 
  
 By popular request the Solitaires 9 
May meeting will be a Pot Luck at the 
lovely home of Susie Tolman. The 
theme is international.  Bring your fa-
vorite European dish.  Men--bring 
wine. See you there. 
  
(Adapted from tourist Information, 
Arlington Cemetery) 

 
    Col Irene Collier (Ret) 

 
 
   — If you are a single man or lady 
and like to eat, chat, make new friends, 
experience or provide sometimes brief 
impromptu or scheduled interesting 
demonstrations, talks, or discussions, 
whether you are: visiting the area; 
active duty or retired; widowed or di-
vorced; the SOLITAIRES is the group 
for you. 

   — This is a wonderful opportunity to 
enjoy camaraderie with other single 
men and ladies whose backgrounds 
and experiences are or have been with 
the military. 

 

Call the office (210) 228-9955 for 
more details or to join up!. 

                                                  



The Lariat May 2009 10 

 Chapter Events Calendar 

Note: Events bolded are for the general membership and itali-
cized are for staff, though members are always welcome. 

Please call the office for details (210) 228-9955 

JULY 

1 Volunteer Hours Due 

2 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

4 Independence Day - Fly the Flag! 

4 Independence Day Ceremony Ft Sam Houston  

7 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Houston Golf 
Club House 

15 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am 

15 Lariat Article deadline 

23 Board Meeting 11am Randolph O Club 

23 Chapter Luncheon 11am Randolph O Club 

26 Solitaire’s Brunch 11am Randolph O Club 

28 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers 
Welcome) 

Ongoing:  

1) Cookie Angels delivering items to Warrior & Family Support 
Center  

2) Volunteers meet every Monday at MOAA offices at 9am for the 
“Gathering of the Gardeners”  

MAY 

 1 Volunteer Hours Due 

 7 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

 8 Victory Day in Europe 

 9 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Potluck at Susie Tol-
man’s house. 

10 Mother’s Day - Fly the Flag! 

15 Lariat Article Deadline 

16 Armed Forces Day – Fly the Flag! 

20 Volunteer of the Year Recognition Ceremony Ft Sam 
Houston 

24 Solitaire’s Brunch 11am Randolph O Club 

25 Memorial Day - Fly the Flag! 

25 Ft Sam Houston Cemetery Memorial Day 

26 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers 
Welcome) 

28 Chapter Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Houston Golf 
Club 

JUNE 

  1 Volunteer Hours Due 

  1 Deadline for Levels of Excellence Award 

  2 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Houston Golf 
Club House 

  4  Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

14 FlagDay – Fly the Flag! 

14 US Army Birthday 

15 Lariat Article deadline 

17 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am 

21 Father’s Day - Fly the Flag! 

25 Chapter Luncheon 11am Lackland 

28 Solitaire’s Brunch 11 am Randolph O Club 

30 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers 
Welcome) 

AUGUST 

1 Volunteer Hours Due 

4 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Houston Golf 
Club   

6 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

14 Victory in Japan Day 

15 Lariat Article deadline 

19 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am 

23 Solitaire’s Brunch 11am Randolph O Club 

25 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers 
Welcome) 

27 Chapter Luncheon Ft Sam Golf Club House 

28 Draft Budget Due 
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Benefits of Membership 
 
• Our monthly newsletter, the 
Lariat which includes a calendar of 
events, is sent to each member (or 
made available on-line), and 
includes both MOAA and Alamo 
Chapter news. Stay informed! 
 
• Monthly luncheons, which 
rotate between the Randolph, Fort 
Sam Houston, and Lackland 
service clubs, feature informative 
speakers and are also open to 
guests. 
 
• Benefit information of all 
kinds is provided through the 
Alamo Chapter. We have an 
experienced Vice President of 
Personal Affairs who can give 
quick answers to your and family 
members’ questions, or who can 
research the more complex issues. 
 
• The opportunity to enjoy the 
camaraderie of meeting fellow 
chapter members and their guests. 
We also plan for various social 
events, open to families and guests. 
In addition, our chapter features a 
singles group called the Solitaires, 
some of who are surviving spouses. 
The Solitaires have a busy social 
calendar. 
 
• Automatic enrollment in 
MOAA national for one year, 
which includes the MOAA 
magazine, the Military Officer. 
 
• Make your voice heard on 
proposed state and national military 
legislation which may affect you 
and your family. Both the Alamo 
Chapter and MOAA national 
welcome your views! 
 
• Enjoy many benefits, 
discounts, and services, to include 
career planning. The Alamo 
Chapter also provides college 
scholarships to those who qualify. 
MOAA Travel helps you plan that 
great getaway, and is available for 
members. 

Referred by: _____________________________________________________

 The Give Me 10! Campaign offers some new options for membership. Two options (the second with a sub 
option) for joining are available: 
 
 1.  You can join the local MOAA chapter (the Alamo Chapter) for one year membership for the price of 
$25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse) and receive one year free membership in MOAA National (if not 
already a member). Please fill out the local chapter membership application form. Please make out a check for 
$25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary member) payable to MOAA-AC and mail the form and check to our local chapter 
office. 
 
 2.  You can join MOAA National receiving two years membership for the normal price of one year - $28.00 
($28.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse). Please fill out the local chapter membership application form. Please make 
out a check for $28.00 ($28.00) (or Life Member dues) payable to MOAA and mail the form and check to our 
local chapter office. We will then initiate an additional separate national form for you and forward it and your 
MOAA National check to the national headquarters. 
 
 2.a.  Then if you choose, you can additionally join the local MOAA chapter (the Alamo Chapter) for one 
year membership for the price of $25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse). Please make out a separate check 
for $25.00 ($15.00) payable to MOAA-AC and include it with the form and check described in paragraph 2 
above.  

Membership Application 
(Annual Membership)  

Are you a member of MOAA National? __________  
              Military Officers Association of America 

        Alamo Chapter 
 
Circle Status:  Commissioned & Warrant Officers of all services - Active, Reserves, 

former, Retired, National Guard, NOAA, PHS, Surviving Spouse.  
Name_________________________________________________________________ 
          (Print)   Last                                    First                      MI             Spouse 
______________________________________________________________________ 
    Residence Address             City                   State                      Zip 
______________________________________________________________________ 
          Rank/Grade                        Service                                    Date of Birth 
 
Home phone_______________________Business phone________________________ 
Civilian/Military Occupation______________________________________________ 
Firm/Unit____________________________ E-mail*___________________________  
* May we have your permission to publish this information in the Chapter Membership 
Directory? ________ 
(*This directory and your e-mail address are exclusively for the use of the chapter and 
will not be sold or used for any other purpose than chapter communications and/or board 
approved activity.)  
Would you like to access our monthly newsletter (The Lariat) at our website versus
having a hard copy mailed to you? _______  

Would you be interested in participating in a chapter volunteer activity? _______ 
In what area(s) would you like to assist (e.g., member recruiting, personal affairs, 
JROTC awards, public relations, programs & events, phone calling, other, or wherever 
the need is greatest)?___________________________________________________. 

 
   ________________________________________     ____________________ 
                              Signature                                                        Date 
 

CHARITABLE OUTREACH PROGRAM  
Please accept my tax-deductible donation of: $____________ to (check one)                     
Outreach Fund* _______   As designated by the Alamo Chapter ________ 
* a fund for a yearly college scholarship and other charitable programs and services. 

Send To: 
MOAA-AC, P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, Tx 78208-0037  

For questions please call (210) 228-9955 or e-mail: moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net 
Also visit our chapter’s website at www.alamomoaa.org  
 Please feel free to copy and provide this form 
  to prospective members. 1-21-09 
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Exec VP’s Corner 
(Continued from Page 5) 

record vote; vote engrossed; 4/1/09: 
Out of Committee; sent from House to 
Senate; received from House.  4/7/09: 
Senate: read first time and referred to 
State Affairs Committee. 
SB 92: Van de Putte:  companion bill 
to HB 71 with similar wording.  
Status:  3/9/09: public testimony 
taken; bill left pending in committee.  
3/23/09:  considered in public hear-
ing; report favorably submitted as 
substituted; recommended for local 
and uncontested calendar;  3/26/09:  
out of Committee.  3/30: to Senate 
Bills Calendar Order as Committee 
Substitute and recommended for local 
calendar; scheduled for 2nd reading. 
HB 551:  Relating to the electronic 
transmission of a federal postcard 
application used for voting.  3/26/09:  
House Elections Committee reported 
favorably without amendments; re-
port printed and distributed; 3/27/09: 
sent to Local & Consent Calendar; 
3/31/09 read 2nd and 3rd time; passed; 
vote recorded and engrossed; 4/1/09: 
Senate: report received from House. 
 
    I spent last week in Washington, 
D.C. lobbying for MOAA initiatives 
before all of the Texas State Federal 
Representatives and Senators.  This 
was part of my duties as the President 
of the Texas Council.  MOAA Na-
tional is pushing for four things this 
year before the Congress and it ap-
pears that the climate is right to 
probably get them to the point that 
they can be achieved! 
 

    First and foremost is to bar any dis-
proportional increase in fees for Tri-
care.  MOAA presented very well 
documented evidence that increases in 
fees for Tricare were really unjustified 
and what impressed many Representa-
tives was that MOAA showed ways 
that DoD could more than make up 
any fee increases that they did not get 
by simply implementing some com-
mon sense policies.  We shall see what 
happens, but the general consensus is 
that nothing will happen this year, in 

Bowling Center 
Memorial Day Bowling Special 
Celebrate Memorial Day on May 25 
from 1–9 p.m. Bowling is only $2 per 
game, per person and shoe rental is 
$1.50. 
 
Coushatta Casino Summer League 
This league begins May 28 and is lim-
ited to the first 24 teams to sign up. 
Team composition can be any combi-
nation of sanctioned adult league 
bowlers. At the conclusion of the 
league the bowlers will enjoy a bus 
trip to the Grand Coushatta Casino in 
Kinder, La. The trip includes a room, 
buffet coupons and round trip trans-
portation. 

**** 
Fitness Center 
Passport to Fitness 
May is Fitness Month and you have 
from May 1-31 during normal hours of 
operations to travel the fitness world. 
Passports may be picked up at the 
front desk. Complete the activities, 
from cardio to weight training, and get 
stamps for all the “countries” you visit.  
The first 75 participants that complete 
their passport will receive a t-shirt. 
  
Two-Person Team 10K Relay Run 
Get your teammate and meet us at 
Eberle Park May 30 at 7 a.m. for a 
two-person team 10K relay run. The 
first member of the team must com-
plete the 5K run route in order for the 
second team member to tag off and 
start running the next 5K. There are no 
age or male/female categories. Tro-
phies will be awarded to first, second 
and third place finishers.   

**** 
 

particular where Tricare For Life is 
concerned. 
 
    The second issue was that of Sus-
taining the Defense Budget to fund 
both People and Weapons.  It is rec-
ommended that a base of 4% of GDP 
be dedicated to the DoD that would 
not have to be renewed each fiscal 
year.  In addition, MOAA is recom-
mending that the Congress support the 
Presidents proposed budget and give a 
3.4% pay increase instead of the pro-
posed 2.9%. 
 
The third issue was to get rid of the 
“Veteran’s Tax” Concurrent Receipt.  
Veterans should be fully vested and all 
earning exempted.  In addition, there 
should be no difference between a 
combat vs non-combat disability.  We 
need to support HB333 and HR 303 as 
well as S546 for this issue. 
 
The fourth issue is that of SBP-DIC 
offset. Support for HR775 and S535 
should be given. 
 
For more details on these issues, 
please look at the Texas Council Web-
page, www.texas-moaa.org or the 
MOAA National page, 
www.moaa.org. 
 
    MOAA National is asking each 
Chapter to identify a Federal Legisla-
tive liaison for each of the Representa-
tives from our respective areas.  This 
person or persons would represent 
MOAA and the Alamo Chapter to the 
Representative to make them aware of 
issues that we need action on at the 
Federal level.  Once identified for each 
legislator, MOAA National would 
work directly with that individual or 
individuals anytime they needed extra 
emphasis made to the Representative 
for some issue.  They would count on 
this legislative liaison to carry through 
with this and not only give the Rep our 
position, but also give feedback to Na-
tional as to how the Representative 
might be leaning on various issues.  If 
you are interested in doing this and 
becoming more involved in the politics 

of carrying forth our issues, please let 
me know so that I can get you in touch 
with the appropriate people at National 
MOAA. 

Maj Jim Cunningham (Ret) 

Randolph Services 
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VOLUNTEER STAFF: 
PRESIDENT  LtCol Edward L. Marvin 
  elmarv@swbell.net 
EXEC VP Operations MAJ James R. Cunningham 
  jimbob48@sbcglobal.net 
EXEC VP Admin       LCDR Gilberto Rodriguez 
  gilfly@earthlink.net 
VP PROGRAMS   (Open) 
VP MEMBERSHIP   LTC Randy Hoff 
  randyhoff106@hotmail.com 
SECRETARY   Col David Patrick 
  dpatrick1@satx.rr.com 
TREASURER   Col Vaughn Caudill 
                   vaughn.caudill@us.army.mil 
SCHOLARSHIP        LTC Dan Cummings 
VP PERSONAL AFFAIRS  (Open) 
DEPUTY PA              LtCol Craig Erickson 
VP LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS  MAJ Frank Parks 
DEP LEG AFFAIRS  LtCol Ed LeFebvre 
VP PUBLIC RELATIONS  Rhoda Philby 
DATABASE MGR    Col Barry Long 
VP LOGISTICS (Open)   
LEGAL COUNSEL   (Open) 
SOLITAIRES             Mavis Cleary 
CONSULTANT Maj Len Mull 
EDITOR   Col Kerry Green 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR (Open) 
CHAPLAIN   (Open) 
PX/VAV/VAC Rep Susie Tolman 
TOPS OFFICER Col David Patrick 
WEB MASTER Col Bill Hudson 
ASST WEBMASTER (Open) 
VOLUNTEER COORD.  Col Dale Vande Hey 
ADVERTISING COORD.  LtCol David Walker 
AFV SATELLITE COORD. LtCol Ginny Alloway 
DUTY OFFICERS:  Col Irene Collier 
   LTC Ken Vandergrift 
   CPT Walter Grinfield 
   Col Stuart Myers 
   Floaters: CWO Barry Martin 
                   LtCol Jim Webb 

DIRECTORS:  
BG Robert Herring  LTC Jim Finch  
Col George Gagnon LTC John Gibbs 
Col Ed McCarthy LTC Bill Goforth 
Col Mac McDonald LTC Sumner Hudson 
Col Frank Rohrbough Mrs. Susie Tolman  
LTC Harry Carpenter  
  

DIRECTORS EMERITUS    HONORARY DIRECTORS 
BG George Woodard          Gen Ralph Haines 
Col George Weinbrenner          Gen William McBride 
 

Statement of Publication 
The Lariat is the newsletter of the Military Officers Associa-
tion of America—Alamo Chapter.  It is published once each 
month to inform the membership of issues and activities of 
interest to all. 
MOAA-AC is a non-profit organization within the state of 
Texas organized to represent the membership and to support 
the activities of  the Texas Council of Chapters and  MOAA 
National. 
Advertising contained in the newsletter is not endorsed by 
the Chapter and does not represent any recommendation to 
the membership.  Opinions expressed in articles contained 
herein are not necessarily those of the membership as a 
whole or  the Chapter.  Questions should be directed to the 
Editor, at the Chapter office.   

 MOAA-AC  P.O. Box 8037 San Antonio, TX 78208 
   (210) 228-9955     moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net 

Alamo Chapter 

Receiving The Lariat Online? 
If you would prefer to read your Lariat on-line rather than receive a printed 
copy, send us an email with the subject line as OLLO and we’ll gladly remove 
you from the printed version mailing list. 

    We will notify you by email when the new issue is available for viewing. 

Save paper, save postage, read it sooner, AND with color!! 
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THE LARIAT 

2007 National Award Winning Newsletter 

P.O. Box 8037 
San Antonio, TX 78208-0037 

Phone: 210-228-9955 

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
ALAMO CHAPTER 

MISSION STATEMENT 
TO BE A MAJOR SOURCE OF INFORMATION, 

SUPPORT AND SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT FOR THE 
MEMBERSHIP; 

 TO PROVIDE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES FOR 
THE COMMON GOOD OF OUR MILITARY 

COMMUNITY; AND TO BE A POWERFUL VOICE 
SUPPORTING MOAA AT THE LOCAL, STATE AND 

NATIONAL LEVELS.  

W E’ RE ON THE W EB:  

WWW. ALAMOMOAA. ORG 
Postmaster — please deliver by May 14h  

Time Sensitive Material 

Thursday May 28, 2009 

Chapter Luncheon 
Speaker: Col Mary Garr 

 
     Ft Sam Golf Club House 

Social Hour beginning 11am 
Lunch served at 11:45am 

 
Menu 

Chicken Ranchero 
      Roasted Red Potatoes, Vegetables 

Salad, Rolls with butter 
Dessert:  Apple Pie (Optional - $3.00) 

Water, Coffee & Tea service and $3.00 per glass honor wine bar 
Price: $11.00 without Dessert       $14.00 with Dessert  

Enclosed: $___________ 
 

RSVP By Noon Tuesday, May 26th  
Reservations not cancelled by noon Wednesday 27th will be billed. 

 

Name______________________________________ 

Guest:_____________________________________ 
 

Non member Officers welcome with reservations 
 Send reservation slip & check made payable to 

 MOAA-AC at P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, TX 78208 
RSVP by email moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net or phone (210) 228-9955. 

 
 
 
 

 
New Location!!! 

 
Ft Sam Houston Golf Club House 

 
The Golf Club is located at 1050 Harry Wurz-
bach Road about a mile before the Harry Wurz-
bach gate of Ft Sam Houston. (210) 221-5863. 

New Location!!! 


