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President’s Message

First, let me apologize for preparing my remarks on the 2nd day of
October for our November Lariat.
Alamo Chapter Executive Vice
However, our fine editor, Gene
President, Jim Cunningham, was
Culp, and his worthy assistant, our
elected president of the Texas Council
contractor Trish Meserve, are such
of Chapters during the fourth quarter
fuss buckets about getting my mesmeeting of the Texas Council of Chapsage in on time so it is necessary that
ters which was held in conjunction
I do it now as I will be traveling later
with the Presidents' Symposium in
in the month. Speaking of traveling,
Grapevine, TX on 5-7 October.
I am going to Pennsylvania to tend
to some business and also to see the
His term will begin in January,
Penn State Lions play the Wisconsin
2008. The Alamo Chapter is one of
Badgers. I know all of you who are
twenty seven MOAA chapters in
reading this, especially David PatTexas.
rick, will be saying, “Penn State, Go
Congratulations, Jim!
Big Blue!”
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November 2007

Our picnic in September, orchestrated by our VP Programs, Col Mac
McDonald was one of the finest
ever! It had a German theme and
was extremely well attended. It is
the best attended picnic that I have
been a part of for as long as I can
remember. Along that line, we are
preparing a Christmas Party to equal
the September picnic. The little difference that we are going to add this
year is to ask each person who
comes to our formal Christmas party
to invite a friend. It doesn’t necessarily have to be an officer or a
member of our organization, but just
bring someone to come and have a
good time. I know the menu and the
entertainment will be good and so
we are working very hard to fill that
ballroom for our Christmas Party
this year. We know we can count on

you to support this social event.
(Reservation coupon can be found on
back page). I also encourage you to
attend the luncheon programs so we
may honor our speakers and get the
good message from them.
I am often asked why we have
such a great interest in our organization’s vision and mission which we
attempt to achieve each day. Let me
relate an interesting story. On Saturday morning, September 29th, Executive Vice President, Jim Cunningham, Deputy Executive Vice President, Gil Rodriguez, and I attended a
veterans event in the Palo Alto college gymnasium. Before we arrived,
we had breakfast at a local restaurant. Our waiter informed us he was
a proud marine, but it became obvious that this proud marine was not so
happy about certain issues that had
occurred in his life. He had been in
Fallujah, he had died twice and been
revived, and he had gone through a
series of medical operations and rehabilitations to get him back into the
mainstream of life. Here he was, a
proud marine with a wife and two
young children who, when asked
how his day was, said it was a little
tough because he didn’t have the
money to pay his rent. As we probed
deeper, it became evident that this
proud marine, having served our
country, had left the Marine Corps
and was not even aware of the veterans benefits that were available to
(Continued on Page 5)
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Chapter News and Notices
Volunteers
Needed!
Can you spare some time? MOAACookie Angels
Adopt a Program - WFSC AC needs you! Please help us make
The following items are needed by the this the best chapter ever. Currently A big Thank You to all the Cookie
Angels who sprinkled their wings
Warrior and Family Support Center. we need the following:
with flour last month or provided
Any offerings will be collected at the
Friday Duty Officer
needed items to bring good cheer to
November 29 membership luncheon at
Assistant Webmaster
the soldiers:
the Randolph O Club.
Assistant Editor
Assistant Membership Chairman
Aina Blake
Assistant Programs Chairman
Irene Collier
Snack items: Individual snack bags,
Historian
Frank and Delores DeVille
microwave popcorn, fruit that does not
Transportation
Coordinator
Nita Felder
need peeling, canned fruit
Gardener(s) for Red Cross Bldg
Susan Filipini
Personal Items: hair products, shavActive Duty Liaison Officers
Dixie Flory
ing items, deodorant, body lotion,
Sue McCarthy
body powder, lip balm, disposable ra- Plus, we always need helping hands at
Mac & Lori McDonald
zors
the bi-annual picnics (before and afBo Mills
ter), the Retiree Days at the various
Lolly Orlowski
Misc: New or used DVD’s or CD’s,
bases, and the collection of items for
Frank & Helga Parks
disposable cameras, phone cards.
the
installation’s
Family
Centers.
Phyllis Smith
School supplies, Thanksgiving items,
Betty Thorpe
Please consider becoming a volunteer
Susie Tolman
and call Walter Grinfield (210) 674Phyllis Wallace
5659 or the MOAA-AC office (210)
Donna Weber
228-9955.
Dot Wise
Tom and Evelyn Woods

On Line Lariat Only?

A big thank you to the following who
have recently sent in donations to the
scholarship fund
COL R.C. Harder
CAPT James Higdon
Col Stuart Myers
MAJ Anna Schelper

Speedy
Recovery.....
...and best wishes are offered to
LTC Sumner Hudson, USA (Ret)
MAJ Frank Parks, USA (Ret)
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Leadership Changes
It is with regret that we accept the resignation of two of our Board members
due to health reasons. LTC David
Grossett, USA, (Ret) and Col Alexander Gozur, USAF, (Ret). Sincere
thanks to you both for your many
years of dedication and service to the
chapter.
Additionally, Col David Patrick,
USAF, (Ret) has been appointed as
Secretary to finish out the unexpired
term of the late LtCol Norris Yates.
Much appreciation goes to David for
stepping up to fill some mighty big
shoes.
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If you would prefer to read your Lariat
on-line rather than receive a printed
copy, sent us an email with the subject
line as OLLO and we’ll gladly remove
you from the printed version mailing
list. We will notify you when the new
issue is available for viewing.

Save paper, postage, read it earlier AND in color!!

Notice:
The November 29th luncheon will
also be the Annual Business meeting
of the MOAA Alamo Chapter.

L EGISLATIVE R EPORT
Note: Frank was recently hospitalized and unable to
meet the column deadline this month. He should be
back in the swing of things next month!
MOAA talks disability issues with White House
MOAA President VADM Norb Ryan, Jr. (USN-Ret) and
selected other association leaders were invited to the
White House recently to discuss the recommendations
offered by the recent Dole/Shalala commission on
wounded warriors.
Former Sen. Bob Dole, co-chair of the commission, participated in the discussion, as did a number of White
House policy advisors.
The association leaders acknowledged the value of most
of the commission recommendations, but expressed
strong concern on two fronts.
First, disability, health and other benefits should not discriminate based on whether a service member's disability was incurred in combat. The commission and White
House staff in attendance gave assurances that that is not
their intent.
Second, all objected strongly to the commission recommendation that a portion of disability compensation
should end once the disabled member attained eligibility
for Social Security.
MOAA believes strongly that a commission convened to
right the wrongs inflicted on wounded warriors should
not inadvertently have the effect of rolling back the
clock to substitute separately earned Social Security
benefits for service-earned military and disability-earned
veterans compensation.
Source: MOAA National website
Contact Information
Senator John Cornyn, (R) San Antonio District Office:
600 Navarro, Suite 210, S. A. Texas 78205,
Phone: 210-224-7485, Fax 210-224-8569. E-mail:
Jonathan_Huhn@Cornyn.Senate.Gov

Congressman Ciro Rodriguez, (D 23rd Dist) Main District Office,: 1950 SW Military Dr, San Antonio, Texas
78221, Phone: 210-922-1874. Website:
http://www.rodriguez.house.gov
Congressman Henry Cuellar, (D 28th Dist) Main District
Office: 615 E. Houston St #451, San Antonio, Texas
78205, Phone: 210-271-2851, Fax: 210-277-6671
(Assistant Cynthia Gaona) Website:
http://www.house.gov/cuellar
Congressman Charles A. Gonzales, (D 20th Dist) Main
District Office: 727 East Durango Blvd.,
B-124, San Antonio, Texas 78206, Phone: 210-4726195, Fax: 210-472-4009. Website:
http://www.house.gov/Gonzales

MOAA-AC Polo Shirts
Show your colors!
(blue with red lettering)
Show your pride!
Alamo Chapter Polo Shirts are here!
To purchase, stop by the office any weekday morning or
attend the next Membership Luncheon on November 29th.
The price of the shirt is $25.00.

Attention Golfers!

The Alamo Chapter will host its first annual MOAA-AC
Golf Tournament next spring on Friday, March 28th at
Senator Kay Bailey Hutchinson (R) San Antonio District the Fort Sam Houston Golf Club (Loma course).
Office: 145 Duncan Drive S.A. Tx 78226
Play (four person scramble format) will begin at
Phone: 210-349-2885, Fax: 210-349-6753. Her website 1:00pm with a shotgun start and will be followed by an
is http://Hutchinson.senate.gov
awards dinner in the clubhouse.
Her DC Phone: 202-224-5922
Entry fee is $75.00 with net proceeds going to the
chapter’s Scholarship Fund and other local military serCongressman Lamar Smith (R 21st Dist) Main District
vice organizations.
Office:1100 NE Loop 410, Ste 640, San Antonio, Tx
Mark your calendar and check future editions of the
78209 Phone:210-821-5024, Fax:210-821-5947
Lariat for more detailed information.
(Assistant O’Lene Stone). Website:
http://www.lamarsmith.house.gov
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VP Membership
While we look for new members to
join us, you must know that there are
many organizations looking for those
very same persons. With so many organizations to choose from, it is important to show our uniqueness.
What I believe sets the Alamo
Chapter apart from other organizations
has to do with those who make up our
membership and our location.
I believe our uniqueness should produce positive and viable outcomes in
our recruiting efforts and in preserving
our membership. Being a member of
the Alamo Chapter is an honor not to
be taken for granted. We should be
bold and enthusiastic in our recruiting
efforts.
First impressions make a difference
in determining whether an officer decides to become a member or not. Put
forth your best when meeting fellow
officers. You have to be optimistically
straightforward in your efforts. This
requires being motivated and giving
full participation. Get excited.
We need to bring our membership
level up to strengthen our position all

across the board. That’s where your
recruiting comes in. Members of the
Alamo Chapter are many times the
initial point of contact for potential
new members. It is what you get out of
MOAA that can be shared with others. It is explaining how our Alamo
Chapter can be there for their own
needs. It is about keeping our chapter
alive for the next generation of officers. It is thinking `outside the box’
and your willingness to share those
ideas with others.
MOAA National is tasked with coordinating programs and spearheading
public policy efforts. The soundness of
our Alamo Chapter—what we can attain—is credited by focusing on numbers, and teamwork (active membership).
I’m here to help. I’m here to recruit,
and I’m here to help you recruit.
Should you want to contact me, I can
be reached at (210) 463-9063. I will
return your call. As always, thank you
in advance.

Maj Josh Welch

Recruitment Numbers for July, August & September 2007
5
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MEDCOM Launches
Pneumonia Vaccination
Campaign
The Army Medical Department is
launching a concerted effort to reduce
the needless suffering, death, and waste
of medical resources that stem from
widespread failure by older beneficiaries
to get their pneumonia vaccinations.
Military medical facilities are being
pressed to stay on their toes about offering the shots to all their older patients.
Also known as the pneumococcal shot
or Pneumococcal Polysaccharide Vaccine or PPV, the pneumonia vaccine is
safe and highly effective, according to
medical authorities -- provided it gets
out of the bottle and inside somebody's
body.
To encourage that to happen more
often, military medical leaders are
stressing these facts:
- Pneumococcal disease can kill you. It
is the sixth leading cause of death in the
U.S. (40,000 deaths annually).
- It can make you miserably and expensively ill. There are 100,000 - 130,000
hospitalizations annually in the U.S. It
can affect your lungs, blood, and brain.
It usually causes fever, cough, and shortness of breath.
- Pneumococcal disease can affect people of all ages, but older adults ages 65
and over are at higher risk for complications from both the flu and pneumococcal disease. The shot can help protect
you from a serious infection in your
lungs, blood and brain.
- Getting the shot when you're age 65 or
older should protect you for the rest of
your life. You can get it any time of the
year. The shot is safe and most people
have no side effects. For maximum
safety, medical officials also encourage
beneficiaries to take the flu vaccine annually.
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Why we need pneumonia shots:
Anyone can get pneumococcal disease,
but some people are at a greater risk.
The pneumonia vaccine protects you
from getting serious infection in your
blood or brain that can cause dangerous
health problems, hospitalization, and
death.
(Continued on Page 15)

President’s Message

Exec VP’s Corner

(Continued from Page 1)

him. You can bet that we noted the
necessary data and during our morning at the Veterans Administration
event placed it in the hands of proper
counselors. They promised they
would be in touch with this gentleman, sort though the bureaucracy
and get him what he deservedly
should get. Yes, readers, that is one
of the reasons why I feel so good
about this organization. We can help
the people that need our advocacy,
and perhaps make their lives a little
better for the sacrifices they made to
serve in the military services of our
country. It makes me proud that we
can do that.
It is also very rewarding to know
the personal affairs activities your
chapter provides and the scholarship
efforts that help deserving young
Americans receive a college education. These are some of the things
that make us very proud of our
MOAA organization and I know
each reader feels the same way. As
always, I am humbled to serve as
your President and will continue to
do my best to make our chapter the
best.

LtCol Ed Marvin
Veterans Day
Observance

The Veteran's Day ceremonies at Ft.
Sam National Cemetery will start at
0900, Sunday November 11th. The
guest speaker will be RADM "Bill"
Goodwin, Commander, Atlantic Naval Air Forces.
Join us at Ft Sam National Cemetery
as we help to honor the nearly 25
million veterans in the United States.

This has been a busy and eventful
month for me. Not only has my wife
required me to move to a new home,
but I have also had some very good
and some very disturbing things happen in my volunteer work.
First, the good. We had a wonderful Oktoberfest picnic put on by
Mac McDonald and his busy helpers. This was also the most highly
attended picnic that we have had in
our history. There were over 90
members and guests. The German
two piece band was marvelous as
well. We hope that events such as
this will go a long way in involving
our members with their chapter.
President Ed Marvin, Personal
Affairs VP Stuart Myers and I attended a regional Presidents Symposium put on by MOAA National in
Grapevine, TX. During the meeting, we had the opportunity to interact with Chapter Presidents, Vice
Presidents and Personal Affairs officers from Arkansas, Kansas, Iowa,
Missouri, Illinois, Ohio, Oklahoma,
Louisiana, and Texas. We exchanged ideas about recruitment and
retention of members, greater volunteer involvement, legislative missions and goals and Personal Affairs
issues to better serve chapter members and their families.
It was during this meeting that our
Chapter was presented with an opportunity, that we are looking at and
developing, which will do much to
help our wounded warriors and their
families in the years and months
ahead. We will present this to our
membership as the plan comes to
fruition a little more. Be advised
that when this effort is launched, we
will need much volunteer involvement!
The Texas Council of Chapters –
MOAA had their fourth quarter
meeting during this event. During
that meeting, I was elected the President of the Council for 2008/2009.
5

We are trying to arrange to have our
first quarter meeting in San Antonio,
either in January or February 2008 and
will hopefully have Admiral Norb
Ryan, MOAA President, as the
speaker. We will let you know as we
learn more.
Now, the bad. We, as MOAA members and as Active Duty, Guard, Reserve and retired veterans have to be on
the lookout for young veterans who
have come back from this war. It is
incredible how many of these young
people do not get advised of their
rights and entitlements as veterans!
The ball is being dropped by the military who out processes them and the
VA who doesn’t advise them.
Ed Marvin, Gil Rodriguez and I
were on our way to a Texas Veterans
Commission/Texas Veterans Land
Board event at Palo Alto College and
we had stopped to have breakfast.
During this time, we began talking
with our waiter and found that he was a
Marine who had been in the Battle for
Falluja in Iraq. He had been severely
wounded, returned to BAMC and had
over 13 operations to put his legs and
torso back together where he could
function. Shortly thereafter, he was
discharged but not advised of anything
that he might be entitled to through the
VA. He had attempted to reach VA,
but undoubtedly due to back logs that
they have, he had not heard from them.
Keep in mind that this is a decorated
wounded warrior who is trying to support a wife and two children on the
salary of a waiter. We asked him if he
had spoken to the Texas Veterans
Commission and he said that he didn’t
know anything about them. Since we
were going to this event at Palo Alto,
we told him that we would find him
someone to talk with who could probably facilitate him getting the VA entitlements that he deserves. A few hours
later, I returned and gave this young
(Continued on Page 14)
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Texas Council of Chapters
Last month, I wrote about the 3rd
Quarter 2007 Texas Council of Chapters meeting. I did not cover the entire
meeting because it would take too
much space. I left out the chapter reports and other material. I feel it is
important for you to know what goes
on at meetings at the state level of
MOAA. I will only give you a summary of the part of the meeting that
was not covered in my last article.
The minutes of this meeting are twelve
pages long. It is too much to include
in the newsletter.
The El Paso chapter reported they
have a very successful recruiting program. They maintain a very close relationship with the local active duty
community by offering to support their
programs and needs. Their 2008 slate
of new chapter officers includes several active duty officers. They support
the Fisher House, have a strong
JROTC awards program, and support
Retiree Appreciation Days. They
changed their meeting dates to accommodate retired and active members.
They are working on their newsletter
to make more money to assist active
duty units in the area. They have
started an El Paso Chapter scholarship
at MOAA National. They have received an update on BRAC and the
area (military) is growing rapidly.
Planned activities include Give Me
Ten recruiting, reduce cost of producing newsletter, explore raising advertising rates to increase revenues, raise
money to fund scholarship.
The Greater Lubbock chapter reported they have discussed plans and
programs for 2007, reviewed and
made changes to their bylaws, received a briefing on what is happening
at the former Reese AFB and received
a briefing by a MOAA speaker on top
legislative issues. President Lee Cox
presented scholarships to top ROTC
and JROTC students. They had programs at other meetings where local
The Lariat October 2007

community leaders spoke about local
issues and a TRICARE representative provided info about TRICARE.

Deputy Treasurer’s
Tid Bits
Seller Financing

Many home owners dread being involved in a situation where a property
The Rio Grande Valley chapter
they've listed for sale has been sitting
reported that Senator Cornyn and Mr. unsold for too long. The basic reason is
usually the same - the asking price is too
Karl Rove came to Harlingen and
high for the market conditions. In these
met with city commissioners. Sen.
situations, the seller is forced to lower
Cornyn announced that he and Sen.
the price in hopes of making the propHutchinson have introduced a bill
that could provide a veterans’ hospi- erty more attractive to buyers. Unfortunately, this technique doesn't always
tal in “far south Texas”. It calls on
the VA to decide how to meet these work to sell the real estate, especially if
the seller is unwilling to "discount" the
veterans’ needs in six months.
house by much or if the market is weak.
The North DFW chapter reported
A great solution for the seller is to
they recruited 11 this year and lost 8.
A $1000 scholarship was awarded to open up to an entirely different segment
a JROTC student and 8 JROTC med- of buyers by offering seller financing.
als were awarded. The chapter presi- This way, the property owner can often
sell the house for the desired asking
dent and several members met with
staff members of their congressman price (or even more), and find a buyer
more quickly than with conventional
to discuss top legislative issues
real estate methods.
This is a much abbreviated sumSome homeowners are hesitant to offer
mary of the reports made by only
seller financing services because of a
four of the nine chapters that attended the meeting. I hope this gives lack of understanding about how private
you an idea of what goes at the state financing works. Like other things that
level and at some of the other chap- seem complicated on the surface, it's
simply a matter of grasping the fundaters. Chapters also discuss ways of
mental issues specific to seller finance.
solving each other’s problems and
By following the proper procedures to
vote on changes to Council bylaws.
locate a prospective buyer, create a note,
Each chapter is allowed a certain
and resell the note to a note purchaser
number of representatives in accor(if necessary), a real estate seller that is
dance with its size. Our chapter is
willing to "think outside of the box" can
allowed three representatives and
sell a home for more money and close
each one has voting rights.
the deal more quickly as well.

LDCR Gil Rodriguez

Happy Thanksgiving

The majority of home buyers seeking
seller financing look through the "For
Sale By Owner" ad listings in the local
paper. Even in today's Internetdominated world, newspaper advertising
continues to be an effective means to
reach those looking for seller financed
deals. A simple sale ad including the
line "seller financing available" or
"credit issues OK” should help to generate interest from the right potential candidates.
(Continued on Page 7)
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Treasurer’s Tidbits

Solitaires

(Continued from Page 6)

Once a serious buyer is "on board" to
buy, the seller works with that party to
set the terms of the note. It is especially
important to draw up the contract to favor the note holder when the property
owner will need to immediately resell
the note in order to receive a large lump
sum of cash for future payments. Larger down payments are better than
smaller amounts, and shorter terms (5-10
years) and higher interest rates (12%20%) are usually preferred by buyers. It
is the property seller's option to determine what is acceptable and what terms
to which the buyer will agree.

for us. Time together with time to
spare, Time to learn, time to care.
Somehow …. someday …. somewhere.”
As announced in last month’s
article, Mary will be stepping down
from being the Chair of Solitaires
effective December 31. We need a
replacement for her soon so that person will have time to side saddle with
her and more easily become familiar
with coordinating activities for the
group. I will add to what I stated last
month that Mary led Solitaires with
such caring for its members and with
such grace. We hope she will still be
a familiar face at future Solitaires and
other chapter events. Mary asks that
anyone interested in replacing her
please contact her or our MOAA
chapter office.

Once the details of the initial payment, payment term, interest rate, and
any necessary clauses are established,
the buyer and seller can create a new
seller- financed note. Creating the note
can be handled with standardized boilerplate or with the assistance of an attorney, although some note sellers manage
the private sale of their home without
I am also sorry to announce this
any paid legal counsel at all.
will be my last article for Solitaires. I
Once the newly-created note has been am asking for someone to take over
reassigned to a note buyer, the property doing the article and to certainly write
seller will have "cashed in" the future it in their own style. I will assist in
monthly payments for an immediate any way needed to help the new
lump sum payment from the note buyer - writer transition into the function.
an amount similar to what they would Thank you for your past positive
have received from a conventional sale. comments about the article. It was a
joy to write it. I certainly hope to conIn the secondary finance industry, a
tinue to see all of you at future
unique group of individuals exists who
events.
specialize in locating buyers. These cash
flow specialists - often known simply as
This month of thanksgiving re"finders" - have a unique understanding
minds me of the thanks we should
of what most note buyers are looking
have for being where we are, with a
for. These finders are happy to work
nearby friend, family member, a good
with property sellers (or their real estate
neighbor, and/or with the camaraderie
agents). While note finders can't offer
and common interests shared with
any legal advice or assist with the creaone or more groups we may belong
tion of a note, they are qualified to give
to. We are all at least somewhere, like
general recommendations about note
the title of that very hopeful sounding
buyers' buying criteria. Most imporsong from West Side Story — Sometantly, note finders will be able to help
where, with lyrics by Stephen Sondlocate a buyer for a newly-created cash
heim and music by Leonard Bernflow.
stein. “There’s a place for us, Somewhere a place for us. Peace and quiet
Note payers and note buyers are
and open air wait for us somewhere.
(Continued on Page 14)
There’s a time for us, Someday a time
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Of course the turkeys’ song for
this month possibly would be a spinoff of that song with a title such as
Somehow. ‘Somehow I hope I make
it through the Thanksgiving Holiday,
and if I make it past New Years, I’ll
be on my way.’
In October we had our luncheon
on the 2nd at the Sam Houston Club, a
Harlequin Dinner Theater on the 17th,
and our Sunday Brunch on the 28th at
Randolph.
In November the Regular Luncheon will be at the Sam Houston Club
on the 6th, beginning at 11 a.m. for
wine and lunch at 11:30. The monthly
Sunday Brunch will be at the
Randolph AFB Officers Club on the
25th, beginning at 11 a.m. for champagne and brunch at 11:30.
Also on November 14 at 11 a.m.,
we plan to meet at the Water 2 Wine
Winery in Boerne for a free wine tasting, where cheese and crackers will
be provided. This will be followed by
lunch at the Cypress Grill Restaurant.
In December, in lieu of the Regular Luncheon, we will have a potluck
luncheon at the home of Linda Gayer
on the 8th, at 11 a.m. You may remember the wonderful potluck at
Linda’s several months ago. As is our
group’s newest tradition, ladies
please bring a dish and men please
bring wine. Written directions to
Linda’s home will be made available
at upcoming Solitaires events.
In December, there will be no
Solitaires Sunday Brunch.
We hope you also plan to attend
(Continued on Page 14)
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Chapter Events Calendar
NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

1 Volunteer Hours Due

3 Volunteer Hours Due

1 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office

5 Christmas Party 6:30pm Randolph O Club

3 Retiree Day Ft Sam Houston

6 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office

6 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Sam Houston Club

6 VA Volunteers Meeting 1pm

11 Ft Sam Cemetery Veteran’s Day Ceremony

8 Solitaire’s Pot Luck L Gayer’s Home

14 Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg

12 Volunteer Advisory Council 9am

14 Solitaires Wine Tasting & Luncheon Boerne

13 PX Commissary Mtg

15 Lariat Article Deadline

15 Planning Meeting

20 HCAC Mtg Ft Sam

17 Lariat Article deadline

22 Lariat to Printer

20 Lariat to Printer

25 Solitaire Brunch 11am Randolph O Club

Ongoing:

27 Extravaganza Recruiting - Sam Houston Club

Cookie Angels delivering to Warriors & Family Support Center

29 Membership Luncheon RAFB O Club 11am
Note: Events bolded are for the general membership and italicized are for staff, though members are always welcome.

30 Decorate VA Hospital Hospice Ward
The Lariat October 2007
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Randolph Services
Military Appreciation Night:
Randolph AFB is hosting a Military Appreciation Night November 2
from 7 to 9:30 p.m. on the flight line.
This event is free and open to all DoD
ID cardholders. There will be exciting
aerobatics, children’s inflatables, a
concert and fireworks.
The U.S. Army Golden Knights
will wow the audience with a dazzling night jump. While only a few
hundred feet off the ground, Randy
Ball will pull 8gs and reach a speed
approaching 700 mph during his
spectacular demonstration in the
MIG-17F. The audience will be
thrilled as the MIG-17F challenges
the Air Force Jet Car to a race. Brace
yourself for an incredible performance by Dan Buchanan as he sets his
motorized hang glider ablaze with
amazing pyrotechnics, lights and music! The Aeroshell T-6 Team will
perform a series of precision formation maneuvers, including their bomb
bursts, vertical rejoin avalanche,
breath-taking “Switch Blade”, along
with graceful loops and rolls.
Following the flying, Cross Canadian Ragweed, presented by the Coalition to Salute America’s Heroes,
will rock the audience with eclectic
music. Cross Canadian Ragweed is an
alternative country band formed in
Oklahoma in 1994. It is composed of
front man/guitarist Cody Canada,
drummer Randy Ragsdale, rhythm
guitarist Grady Cross and bassist Jeremy Plato. The band’s name is derived from the original band members’ surnames: Grady Cross, Cody
Canada, Randy Ragsdale and Matt
Wiedmann, who was later replaced

by Jeremy Plato. Cross Canadian Ragweed released “Mission California,”
their 6th studio album, on October 2,
2007.
Throughout the evening children
can enjoy the Thunderbird bounce inflatable, galaxy explorer inflatable,
giant space shuttle slide and space
shuttle inflatable, sponsored by
Randolph-Brooks Federal Credit Union. The evening concludes with
amazing fireworks brought to you by
USAA.
Guests are reminded that coolers,
picnic baskets, backpacks, weapons,
personal fireworks or pets are not allowed on the flight line. However,
everyone is encouraged to bring blankets and portable chairs. Food and
beverages will be available for purchase. Guests should enter the base
through the West Gate and follow 5th
Street West to the parking areas. The
parking areas are at Bldgs. 491, 661,
662 and 663. A bus will shuttle guests
from the parking areas to the flight line
from 6:15 to 7:30 p.m. Then after the
show the buses will run until everyone
has been returned to their vehicles.
The bus pick-up points are along 5th
Street West in front of Bldgs. 491, 662
and 663 parking areas.
No federal endorsement of sponsors
intended.

make reservations beginning November
12. This scrumptious buffet includes
items such as roast turkey with giblet
gravy, peppered crust strip loin with
Jack Daniel’s sauce, sliced turkey with
giblet gravy, glazed ham, garlic herb
Tilapia, Tuscan stuffed chicken,
mashed potatoes, corn bread dressing,
candied yams, rice pilaf, green beans,
squash casserole, ambrosia, pea salad,
tomato basil salad, red skinned potato
salad, artichoke & palm salad, assorted
desserts (to include sugar free desserts),
fruit and cheese and assorted rolls.
This event sells out every year so we
urge you to make your reservations
early. The price for this fabulous feast
is $20.45 for adult members and $22.45
for nonmembers; $9.95 for children 5 to
12 and children 4 & younger eat free.
Seating times are 11 a.m., 11:30 a.m., noon,
1 p.m., 1:30 p.m., 2 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.
Coupons are not accepted and refunds
will not be issued 48 hours prior to the
event. For more information, please
contact the cashier’s cage @ 658-7445
or 652-4864. All DoD ID cardholders
are welcome.
Military Retirees
Champagne Sunday
Brunch

In recognition of veterans and their
countless sacrifices, the Officers’ Club
is proud to recognize our military reThanksgiving Meal
tiree heroes on November 11 with a
special brunch. Retired club members
Fall holidays are upon
wearing their military uniform receive
us once again and Thanksgiving is
right around the corner. Randolph Offi- brunch for only $10 and retired nonmembers will pay $12.
cers’ Club members may begin making reservations for this fabulous feast
on November 1 and all others may
9

The Lariat October 2007

Benefits, Health & Welfare
The Patriot Express
What: A new loan program from the
SBA with loans ranging from $5,000
to $500,000. Purpose: To assist small
start up and existing small business
owners. Who: eligible: Veterans, service disabled veterans, active duty service members, reservists, National
Guard members, their spouses and
widows. More info:
www.sba.gov/patriotexpress,
www.sanantonio.gov/edd;
www.stwbc.com
Source: Catherine Dominguez, San
Antonio Business Journal
****

CinCHouse.com launches Web
sites for military families
Following the success of the popular
Spouse Club Hub, a program providing free Web sites and tools to spouse
and family support groups, CinCHouse.com is expanding its technology services to offer Web sites for
military families.
Like the Spouse Club Hubs, the new
'Family Hubs' will be password protected and operationally secure, allowing military families to share news,
photos, and videos with both deployed
service members and far-away family
and friends. Thanks to the generosity
of Lockheed Martin, the Family Hub
Web sites will be free of charge for
any military family.
The Family Hubs allow military
families to register for a Web site at
http://family.cinchouse.com and select
a domain name. After quick verification by e-mail, the family can begin
building their Web site by selecting
from pre-designed professional graphics, adding photos and text, creating
photo and video galleries, and choosing which parts of the site to password-protect.

friends no matter where or how many
times they relocate or deploy - the
family will always be reachable via the
Web.

Department of Defense(DoD) policy
calls for the funeral directors, rather
than the next of kin, to contact the
military. This toll free number 1-877MIL-HONR (645-4667) has been set
“For every spouse group that signed
up for funeral directors to coordinate
up for a Web site, we had five spouses
the ceremonies. DoD has established a
begging to let them use the Spouse
Web site which explains the funeral
Club Hub for their own family Web
honors process:
site," said Meredith Leyva, founder
http://www.militaryfuneralhonors.osd.
and chief creative officer of Cinmil
CHouse.com and Operation Home****
front.
"The spouses saw for themselves how
it takes 10 minutes for even the worst
technophobes to set up a beautiful site,
and the operational security makes
families feel better about protecting
sensitive information from the public.
Thanks to Lockheed-Martin, the service is totally free and relocationfriendly for military families."
Source: Navy Compass
****

Military Honors
As of January 1, 2000 all eligible veterans, to include military retirees, are
entitled to military funeral honors. At a
minimum, the funeral honors ceremony will consist of the folding and
presentation of the American flag and
the playing of Taps.
At least two uniformed military personnel, in addition to a bugler, if available, shall perform the ceremony. If a
bugler is not available, a high-quality
CD will be used. One of the uniformed
military personnel will be from the
deceased veteran's parent military service and will present the flag to the
next of kin.

Presidential Memorial Certificate
(PMC) Program
The PMC Program was started by
President John F. Kennedy in March
1962 to honor the memory of honorably discharged, deceased veterans.
This program has continued with all
subsequent presidents. The certificate,
which bears the president's signature,
expresses the country's grateful recognition of the veteran's service in the
armed forces. The PMC program is
administered by the VA.
Eligible recipients, or someone acting
on their behalf, may apply for a PMC
in person at any VA regional office or
by U.S. mail only. Requests cannot be
sent via email. There is no form to use
when requesting a PMC. Please be
sure to enclose a copy of the veteran's
discharge and death certificate. Please
submit copies only; original documents cannot be returned. If you
would like to request a PMC, or if you
requested one more than eight (8)
weeks ago and have not received it
yet, either:
Fax your request and all supporting
documents (copy of discharge and
death certificate) to: (202) 565-8054,
or mail your request to:
Presidential Memorial Certificates
(41A1C)
Department of Veterans Affairs
810 Vermont Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20420-0001

The Military Services may provide
additional elements of honors and may
use additional unformed military personnel or other authorized providers,
such as members of a veterans organiFamilies can even use the Family Hub zation, to augment the Funeral Honors
for domain names they previously reg- Detail.
istered (such as www.yourname.com). The next of kin or appropriate individ- Source: MOAA National
This allows military families to main- ual must request the funeral honors,
****
tain constant contact with family and
they are not provided automatically.
The Lariat October 2007
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Referred by: _____________________________________________________

Benefits of Membership
• Our monthly newsletter, the
Lariat which includes a calendar of
events, is sent to each member, and
includes both MOAA and Alamo
Chapter news. Stay informed!
• Monthly luncheons, which
rotate between the Randolph, Fort
Sam Houston, and Lackland
service clubs, feature informative
speakers and are also open to
guests.
• Benefit information of all
kinds is provided through the
Alamo Chapter. We have an
experienced Vice President of
Personal Affairs who can give
quick answers to your and family
members’ questions, or who can
research the more complex issues.
• The opportunity to enjoy the
camaraderie of meeting fellow
chapter members and their guests.
We also plan for various social
events, open to families and guests.
In addition, our chapter features a
singles group called the Solitaires,
some of who are surviving spouses.
The Solitaires have a busy social
calendar.
• Automatic enrollment in
MOAA national for one year,
which includes the MOAA
magazine, the Military Officer.
• Make your voice heard on
proposed state and national military
legislation which may affect you
and your family. Both the Alamo
Chapter and MOAA national
welcome your views!
• Enjoy many benefits,
discounts, and services, to include
career planning. The Alamo
Chapter also provides college
scholarships to those who qualify.
MOAA Travel helps you plan that
great getaway, and is available for
members.
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The Give Me 10! Campaign offers some new options for membership. Two options (the second with a sub
option) for joining are available:
1. You can join the local MOAA chapter (the Alamo Chapter) for one year membership for the price of
$25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse) and receive one year free membership in MOAA National (if not
already a member). Please fill out the local chapter membership application form. Please make out a check for
$25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary member) payable to MOAA-AC and mail the form and check to our local chapter
office.
2. You can join MOAA National receiving two years membership for the normal price of one year - $27.00
($24.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse). Please fill out the local chapter membership application form. Please make
out a check for $27.00 ($24.00) (or Life Member dues) payable to MOAA and mail the form and check to our
local chapter office. We will then initiate an additional separate national form for you and forward it and your
MOAA National check to the national headquarters.
2.a. Then if you choose, you can additionally join the local MOAA chapter (the Alamo Chapter) for one
year membership for the price of $25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse). Please make out a separate check
for $25.00 ($15.00) payable to MOAA-AC and include it with the form and check described in paragraph 2
above.

Membership Application
(Annual Membership – renews January 1st)

Are you a member of MOAA National? __________

Military Officers Association of America
Alamo Chapter
Circle Status: Commissioned & Warrant Officers of all services - Active, Reserves,
former, or Retired, National Guard, NOAA, PHS, Survivor.
Name_________________________________________________________________
(Print) Last
First
MI
Spouse
______________________________________________________________________
Residence Address
City
State
Zip
________________________________________________________________
Rank/Grade
Service
Date of Birth
Home phone_______________________Business phone________________________
Civilian/Military Occupation______________________________________________
Firm/Unit____________________________ E-mail*___________________________
* May we have your permission to publish this information in the Chapter Membership
Directory? ________
(*This directory and your e-mail address are exclusively for the use of the chapter and
will not be sold or used for any other purpose than chapter communications and/or board
approved activity.)
Would you like to access our monthly newsletter (The Lariat) at our website versus
having it mailed to you? _______
Would you be interested in being active in chapter volunteer activity? _______
In what area(s) would you like to assist (e.g., member recruiting, personal affairs,
JROTC awards, public relations, programs & events, phone calling, other or wherever
the need is greatest)?___________________________________________________.
________________________________________
Signature

____________________
Date

CHARITABLE OUTREACH PROGRAM
Please accept my tax-deductible donation of: $____________ to (check one)
# Outreach Fund _______ As designated by the Alamo Chapter ________
# a fund for a yearly college scholarship and other charitable programs and services.

Send To:
MOAA-AC, P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, Tx 78208-0037
For questions please call (210) 228-9955 or e-mail: moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net
Also visit our chapter’s website at www.alamomoaa.org

Please feel free to copy and provide this form
to prospective members.
8-15-07
12

Freedom Flies in Your Heart
Like An Eagle
Dusty old helmet, rusty old gun,
They sit in the corner and wait Two souvenirs of the Second World War
That have withstood the time, and the hate.
Mute witness to a time of much trouble.
Where kill or be killed was the law Were these implements used with high honor?
What was the glory they saw?
Many times I've wanted to ask them And now that we're here all alone,
Relics all three of a long ago war Where has freedom gone?
Freedom flies in your heart like an eagle.
Let it soar with the winds high above
Among the spirits of soldiers now sleeping,
Guard it with care and with love.
I salute my old friends in the corner,
I agree with all they have said And if the moment of truth comes tomorrow,
I'll be free, or By God, I'll be dead!
Audie Murphy

13
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Exec VP’s Corner

Solitaires

Treasurer’s Tidbits

(Continued from Page 5)

(Continued from Page 7)

(Continued from Page 7)

man the card of a Texas Veterans
Commission Counselor who is going
to try and help him with the VA and
see that he gets what he deserves.
We all need to make an extra effort
to try and alleviate situations such as
this when we encounter it. The number for the Texas Veterans Commission in San Antonio 210/ 617-5175
or 210/ 699-5076 or on the internet at
info@tvc.state.tx.us
It is the purpose of the Texas Veterans Commission to serve Texas
veterans, their dependents and
survivors, in all matters pertaining to
veterans’ benefits and rights. It is the
designated agency of the State of
Texas to represent the State and its
veterans before the U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs (VA).
We all need to be aware of opportunities to recruit new members to
MOAA and to the Alamo Chapter.
MOAA has the “Give me 10” program in progress which will give a
new member the option of a free one
year membership to MOAA or two
years for the price of one at $27.
Memberships of this nature make
money for the Alamo Chapter in that
we receive $10 back from National
for each membership. These need to
be folks who are not presently members of the National MOAA. At the
same time we are recruiting for the
“Give me 10” program, we must try
to sign these folks up to the Chapter.
Remember, that our yearly membership is $25. We really need to pursue all officers that we know, both
active and retired. If you need applications, please call the office at 210228-9955.
I sincerely hope that all of you
have a great time as we begin moving into the Holiday Season with
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Remember to make plans for our
Christmas Party at Randolph AFB on
December 5th.

the Alamo Chapter’s Christmas Party
December 5, at the Randolph AFB Officers Club and get an early start, along
with all of your chapter members, on the
Christmas Season.

Maj Jim Cunningham
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usually looking for very different
things. Most payers would love a
"no money down" purchase over 30
years at a low interest rate, but buyers wouldn't want anything to do
with this sort of note because it is a
Check the Lariat for any changes of bad deal for them. An initial down
dates or times.
payment of at least 10% of the sale
price, a fully amortized term beFor the above and any other activitween 60 and 120 months, and an
ties, members will be contacted by our
interest rate of 12 to 20% is typically
callers. Questions or new inquiries
what a note buyer is seeking. These
should be directed to Mary Gossage at
conditions are necessary in order to
830-249-2374, e-mail:
minimize the discount to the note
fourche@gvtc.com.
seller. Note buyers will always reduce the payout amount somewhat
— If you are a single man or lady and like in order to counterbalance the risks to eat, chat, make new friends, experience or limited equity, a payer with low or
provide sometimes brief impromptu or
no credit score, possible foreclosure,
scheduled interesting demonstrations, talks, or having to foot the bill for legal
or discussions, whether you are: visiting the
actions and selling the property via
area; active duty or retired; widowed or
auction.
divorced; the SOLITAIRES is the group for
you.
When property sellers are willing
to offer an unconventional, private
— This is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy
financed note to sell their house, the
camaraderie with other single men and laend result is often much better than
dies whose backgrounds and experiences are
the alternative of lowering the price
or have been with the military.
until a "traditional buyer" finds the
deal attractive. Smart sellers who
UPDATE: Two co-chairs have been
can apply owner-finance techniques
found to spearhead the Solitaires begin- will have a huge advantage in closning in January: Cpt Laura Ecuyer and
ing difficult deals in tough markets.
Betty Berry. Grateful thanks for volunteering!

Maj Len Mull

LT (jg) Carl Marmion

Executive VP, Jim Cunningham, presents BG James K. Gilman, Commander of
Brooke Army Medical Center and Great Plains Regional Medical Command, a
certificate proclaiming the general an honorary member of the Alamo Chapter.
General Gilman addressed the Alamo Chapter members during the October
luncheon held at the Fort Sam Houston Club.
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November
Luncheon Speaker
Brenda Dever-Armstrong,
Owner, CEO
The Next Horizon
Background:
15 years in the field of medical marketing, independent living, alzheimer/assisted living and home
health care; Military wife of 28
years living overseas and stateside
developing pilot programs and activities for senior living communities.
Member:
Case Managers Society of South
Texas (CMSST), First Friday Network, the Not Forgotten Coalition,
The Alzheimer Association, the
American Heart Association, Republican Business Women of San Antonio, Better Business Bureau.
The Next Horizon is dedicated in
providing a unique one-on-one consultation assessing needs: physical,
medical, functional, mobility, type of
life style (independent, assisted living, dementia care, respite care).
They provide compassion, dedication
and caring for seniors and their families - relieving the stress on them and
their loved ones – but preserving
their dignity and self-respect. There
is no age requirement and service to
seniors and their families is free.
Their primary service is providing
placement facilities.
The November luncheon will be at
Randolph O Club on Thursday, November 29. See reservation slip on
back page.

Pneumonia Shots
(Continued from Page 4)

Pneumococcal disease can lead to
serious infections of the lungs
(pneumonia), the blood (bacteremia),
and the covering of the brain
(meningitis). About 1 out of every 20
people who get pneumococcal pneumonia dies from it, as do about two people
out of 10 who get bacteremia and three
people out of 10 who get meningitis.
People with the special health problems
are even more likely to die from the disease.
Drugs such as penicillin were once
effective in treating these infections; but
the disease has become more resistant to
these drugs, making treatment of pneumococcal infections more difficult. This
makes prevention of the disease through
vaccination even more important.
Who should get the flu shot?
- All adults 65 years of age or older.
- Anyone over 2 years of age who has a
long term health problem such as: heart
disease, lung, disease, sickle cell
disease, diabetes, alcoholism, cirrhosis,
or leaks of cerebrospinal fluid.
- Anyone over 2 years of age who has a
disease or condition that lowers the
body's resistance to infection, such as:
Hodgkin's disease, lymphoma, leukemia,
kidney failure, multiple myeloma,
nephrotic syndrome, HIV infection or
AIDS, damaged spleen, or no spleen,
organ transplant.
- Anyone over 2 years of age who is
taking any drug or treatment that lowers
the body's resistance to infection, such
as: long-term steroids, certain cancer
drugs, radiation therapy.
- Alaskan Natives and certain Native
American populations.
How can I learn more?
1) Ask your doctor or nurse. Visit the
National Immunization Program website
at Department of Health And Human
Services Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention National Immunization
Program. Go to
http://www.cdc.gov/nip/vaccine/pneumo
/pneumo-pubs.htm#top for more
information about pneumonia vaccinations.

Alamo Chapter
VOLUNTEER STAFF:
PRESIDENT
LtCol Edward L. Marvin
elmarv@swbell.net
EXECUTIVE VP
MAJ James R. Cunningham
jimbob48@sbcglobal.net
DEPUTY EXEC VP LCDR Gilberto Rodriguez
gilfly@earthlink.net
SECRETARY
Col David Patrick
dpatrick1@satx.rr.com
TREASURER
LTC Dan Cummings
danjean@gvtc.com
DEPUTY TREASURER LT Carl Marmion
VP PERSONAL AFFAIRS Col Stuart Myers
VP LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS MAJ Frank Parks
DEP LEG AFFAIRS LtCol Ed LeFebvre
VP PUBLIC RELATIONS LTC Phyllis Smith
VP MEMBERSHIP MAJ Josh Welch
VP PROGRAMS
Col Mac McDonald
VP LOGISTICS
LTC Randy Hoff
LEGAL COUNSEL (Open)
SOLITAIRES CHAIR Mary Gossage
CONSULTANT
Maj Len Mull
EDITOR
LtCol Gene Culp
ASSOCIATE EDITOR (Open)
CHAPLAIN
Father Dick Ames
PX/VAV/VAC Rep Susie Tolman
TOPS OFFICER
Col David Patrick
WEB MASTER
LtCol Gene Culp
VOLUNTEER COORD. CPT Walter Grinfield
ADVERTISING CORD. LtCol David Walker
DUTY OFFICERS: Mon CWO3 Floyd Bubb
Tue Col Irene Collier
Wed LTC Ken Vandergrift
Thur CPT Walter Grinfield
Fri
(Open)
DIRECTORS:
BG Robert Herring
COL Luke Fisher
Col George Gagnon
Col Ed McCarthy
LTC Harry Carpenter
LTC Jim Finch
LTC John Gibbs
LTC Sumner Hudson
2Lt Naomi Evangelista
Mrs. Susie Tolman
DIRECTORS EMERITUS
BG George Woodard
Col George Weinbrenner

HONORARY DIRECTORS
Gen Ralph Haines
Gen William McBride

Statement of Publication
The Lariat is the newsletter of the Military Officers Association of America—Alamo Chapter. It is published once each
month to inform the membership of issues and activities of
interest to all.
MOAA-AC is a non-profit organization within the state of
Texas organized to represent the membership and to support
the activities of the Texas Council of Chapters and MOAA
National.
Advertising contained in the newsletter is not endorsed by
the Chapter and does not represent any recommendation to
the membership.
Opinions expressed in articles contained herein are not
necessarily those of the membership as a whole or the Chapter. Questions should be directed to the Editor, at the Chapter office.
MOAA-AC P.O. Box 8037 San Antonio, TX 78208
(210) 228-9955 moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net

Source:Harry Noyes /Army News Service
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Thursday November 29, 2007

Wednesday December 5, 2007

Annual Business Meeting/Luncheon

Speaker:
Brenda Dever Armstrong
The New Horizon

Randolph AFB Officer’s Club
Dress: semi-formal (or formal—your choice)
Cocktails beginning at 6:30 pm
Evening Meal and Festivities at 7:00 pm

Randolph O Club
Social Hour beginning 11:00am

Music by Tim Perry

Menu (Circle Choice)
A) Rosemary Pork Loin
B) Chicken Marsala
with Garlic Mashed potatoes
with Roasted potatoes
Fresh Garden Salad,
Chefs Choice of fresh vegetables
Fresh dinner rolls
French style cheesecake
Iced Tea and coffee
Wine available (honor system $3.00)
$16.00 per person Enclosed: $___________
RSVP By Noon Monday, November 26th

Menu (Circle Choice)
A) Roast Turkey & Stuffing
With Cranberry chutney &
Mashed potatoes

B) Rosemary Pork Loin
with roasted potatoes

Chef’s vegetables, tossed greens with toasted walnuts & raspberry vinaigrette, fresh baked rolls with butter
Dark Chocolate Mousse, Coffee & Tea
Wine available

$25.00 per person Enclosed: $________

Name(s)____________________________________________
Non members welcome with reservations
Send Reservation slip & check made payable to
MOAA-AC to MOAA-AC, P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, TX 78208
Or notify us of your reservation by email moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net
or phone (210) 228-9955.
Reservations not cancelled by noon Tuesday 27th will be billed
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Annual Christmas Party
and Dance
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RSVP by Friday, Nov 30th
Name_______________________________________
Guest:_______________________________________
Send Reservation slip & check made payable to
MOAA-AC to P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, TX 78208

