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ple.  The membership is a talented 
group of people.  You are great Ameri-
cans, you love your country, you love 
MOAA and you love your chapter.  We 
just know that with your experiences 
there are things that would help us so 
much in planning to serve you in a 
more effective and efficient way.  Once 
again, I plead with you at this time es-
pecially when we are planning for 
2009.  Make your voices heard.  We 
will certainly do all we can to listen 
and include your ideas.   
 
    Thanks to Col. Kerry Green, the edi-
tor of the Lariat.  He now has a 
“Letters to the Editor” column.  This is 
another way to reach out to the mem-
bership and ask them to be involved 
and to help us help you. 
 
    I would like to thank each of you for 
your vote for our 2009-2011 chapter 
leadership.  We had a good voter re-
sponse to the chapter elections.  I thank 
you for your continued faith in my 
leadership as the President of your 
chapter.  I am humbled to serve and 
will do my best to serve the chapter the 
best way I know how. 

President’s Message 

    Fall is here.  I hope that many of 
you attended the October program at 
the Kelly Club, so capably arranged 
by Col. McDonald, our program chair, 
and ably assisted by his program 
team.  As an aside, Col. Mac is going 
to be leaving active leadership of the 
chapter soon.  We will miss him terri-
bly.   He has done a wonderful job, 
and we appreciate his efforts on be-
half of the chapter.  The November 
program that he has arranged also has 
a very interesting speaker.  I encour-
age your attendance at the program. 
 
    We continue to be perplexed about 
the low attendance at the chapter 
luncheons.  It seems like we should do 
better than 60-100 with our member-
ship now over 1,000.  Please help us 
in addressing this concern by attend-
ing programmed functions. 
 
    Also at this time of the year our 
mind is focused on planning for the 
year 2009.  Juliet Alexander who’s 
passion is developing great people for 
great results recently quoted an Aesop 
saying: “After all is said and done, 
more is said than done”.  Taking that 
quote literally, your chapter leaders 
have decided this year in our planning 
session we are going back to the ba-
sics.  We are going to concentrate on 
membership programs and those 
things that we think are of interest to 
you the member.  Along those lines, 
each month in my Lariat column I 
have asked for input from the mem-
bers.  The reason for that is very sim-

    As I close this monthly article 
the national election is upon us.  
We often state that “officers vote”, 
and I would suggest and request 
that each reader get out and vote.  
Also, help someone else to get out 
and vote.  It is a very important 
citizenship duty! 
 
    As you know we are strictly po-
litically non-partisan.  We need to 
vote for those people that will take 
care of the veterans, our active duty 
and our Guard and our Reservists.  
I received a call several months ago 
from one of the columnists from 
the San Antonio Express News who 
basically asked me a leading ques-
tion on how I though a certain state 
was going to vote in the primaries.  
My answer to him was heartfelt.  
Basically I said to him that officers 
are bright people and great Ameri-
cans.  They will study the issues 
and they will vote according to 
their conscience.  Far be it from me 
to say what that would be.  So with 
that, please vote. 
 
    Thank you for your membership.  
Please help us help you by being 
more involved in your chapter.  
God Bless America. 

 

LtCol Edward Marvin (Ret)  
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Cookie Angels 

Many thanks to the following 
Cookie Angels, who either baked 
goodies, brought fruits or provided 
much needed personal items to our 
wounded soldiers at Ft Sam Hous-
ton’s Warrior and Family Support 
Center during the month of Septem-
ber. 
    If you are able to donate to the 
WFSC please call Susie at (210) 654-
0351, so we may add your name to our 
list. Thank you. 
 

Aina Blake 

Irene Collier 

Frank and Dolores DeVille 

Nita Felder 

Susan Filipini 

Sue McCarthy 

Mac and Lori McDonald 

Bo Mills 

Lolly Orlowski 

Frank and Helga Parks 

Jane Rund 

Phyllis Smith 

Susie Tolman 

Tom and Evelyn Woods 

In Memoriam 

 
We received the news that the follow-
ing members have passed away.  We 
wish to convey our sincere condo-
lences and best wishes to their family 
and loved ones:  

 

Col. Raymond Brown 
10/08/08 

 

 

Dear Editor: 

Thanks for allotting space in your 
great newsletter to let me frankly tell 
you what I think.  First of all, con-
gratulations to your chapter officers 
and leadership on attaining a 5-star 

rating – MOAA’s highest honor.    

It is amazing that your chapter execu-
tive leadership has been able to attain 
this prestigious award in spite of the 
rest of our Alamo Chapter Member-
ship – yes, in spite of the 97% of the 
members – like me -- who do not/did 
not get involved in supporting the 
chapter’s volunteer needs.  After read-
ing the President’s message in the Oct 
Lariat, the Executive VP’s article and 
seeing the list of “Volunteers Needed” 
it was a wake-up call for me and I 
have decided to get involved and no 
longer be a do-nothing deadbeat.  My 
sole volunteering will certainly not 
move the needle much unless others in 
the “97% do nothing category” step up 
and get involved.  We all joined the 
local chapter for some reason – mine 
was to stay connected to my past 
through the camaraderie of social 
events and to do whatever I can to sup-
port the legislative initiatives both in 
our area, Texas and our great nation.  
We can be thankful today for our 
many lasting benefits because of 
MOAA and supporting chapters like 

the Alamo Chapter. 

So my message to my former col-
leagues, the “97% do nothings”, is get 
on-board and involved – come to 
monthly luncheons and events, volun-
teer and help support or fill one of the 
volunteer vacancies, get on the calling 
committee to recruit and retain mem-
bers and build participation, play in the 
charity golf tournament, help decorate 
a Ward at the VA Hospital, join the 
Solitaires, etc., etc., etc..  Turn from a 

do nothing to a “do something”.  

Respectfully,  

Ex-deadbeat 

Letters to the Editor 

Editor: I would like to share a letter I 

recently received from one of our new 

chapter members.  I hope you will find 

the information useful. 

Dear Editor, 
As a new addition to MOAA’s Alamo 
Chapter, I would like to advise my fel-
low members of a recent initiative in 
Texas that honors meritorious service in 
the Armed Forces of the United States. 
Since September 2007 the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation has offered dis-
tinctive license plates for active duty and 
retired military personnel who have been 
awarded any of six specific decorations. 
Designated as "Military Meritorious Ser-
vice License Plates," these honor indi-
viduals who have received one of the 
following medals, listed in their order of 
precedence: Distinguished Service 
Cross, Navy Cross, Air Force Cross, Sil-
ver Star, Legion of Merit, or Distin-
guished Flying Cross.  

 
The appropriate application is Form 
VTR-421 which must be accompanied 
by proof of receipt of the award as well 
as proof of current active duty status or 
honorable discharge. There is no spe-
cialty plate fee (that's right, it's free), 
although there is a $40 annual fee if you 
want to personalize the plate. In addi-
tion, it is possible to display a disabled 
person symbol by attaching a signed 
Form VTR-214.  
 
The license plates are very attractive in 
that they feature a four inch high, full 
color reproduction of the awarded deco-
ration on the left hand side of the plate. 
The name of the award is on the bottom. 
One application can be for one or two 
vehicles. In the latter case, the identifica-
tions are the same two letters (e.g. 
"BB"), followed by two consecutive two 
digit numbers, again followed by the 
same two letters (e.g. "ZR"). This makes 
it easier for married couples to remem-
ber the license plate numbers of both 
"his and her" vehicle. In addition, an 

(Continued on Page 15) 
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    This report will be even shorter than the last one.  The 
Congress is out of session, and everyone has gone back 
to their District to work on getting re-elected.  Those 
who are not up for re-election have taken their staffs on a 
“fact finding “ trip to some resort.  (Similar to the one 
that the CEO of  Lehman Bros. and his Board went to.) 
 
    Politicking for the Presidency, and all lesser offices is 
in full swing.  Many people are working hard for the can-
didate of their choice.  Today is the first day of early vot-
ing for us here in Texas, and from the  reports on the eve-
ning news we hear that the turnout for this year is higher 
than ever before.  The voting judges are expecting a lar-
ger than normal turnout this year.  
 
   You can read fact sheets on every candidate from at 
least two different sources – in some cases three or four 
sources.  We are able to read where they, the Candidates, 
stand on most of the issues that are inconsequential, but 
not on the ones that are divisive. 
 
    By the time you all get this report we will have passed 

LEGISLATIVE  REPORT 

November 4, 2008 , and the election will be over.  I won’t 
say we will know the results.  Since the National elections in 
2000 we can’t say that anymore. 
 
    However, we can hope that the election will have been 
settled and we will know who the 44th President of our great 
country will be. 
 
    Make sure you get out and VOTE.  Remember, if you 
don’t vote in the election you can’t complain about the re-
sults.  GOD  BLESS  AMERICA!! 

 

        Maj Frank Parks, (Ret) 

 

 Save the Date! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Annual 

Personal Affairs Symposium 

 

January 22, 2009 

 

Details to follow 



The Lariat November 2008 4 

 Welcome 

New Members! 

 

Col Gordon Groseclose 

LTC Daniel Bowman 

LTC Heidi Gebhardt 

LTC Richard Norieca 

Maj Dana Barrett-Campbell 

Maj Richard Lazik 

Maj Lance Taylor 

Maj Paul Yoon 

Cpt Juan Talamantes 

1Lt Justin Bandino 

1Lt David Cottle 

CW4 Clinton Fosbenner 

CW3 Michael Rivera 

Harriet Dawe 

 

 

Membership 

Numbers 

 

Active:              181 

Retired:             436 

Auxiliary:  139 

Life Retired:    95 

Life Auxiliary: 100 

Age 90+:    62 

   ___ 

Total       1013 

 

 

Pictures from the 
recent Oktoberfest 

Picnic at Eberle Park 

L-R LtCol David 
Walker, Col David 
Patrick and LtCol Ed 

Marvin 

Barkeeps 

 extraordinaire! 

Shenanigans -

German Style!! 

Alamo Chapter Membership
As of: October 15, 2008
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    And last, but not least, we need 
broadened support from within our 
having served and retired community 
of membership.  They provide a steady 
base for the Chapter to reach out to all 
groups and organizations to put for-
ward the goals of the Chapter in our 
military and civilian community.  It is, 
as President Marvin likes to say, 
“Respectful of the past, but focused on 
the future”.  
 
    One thing about your Chapter staff 
is that they are never short of ideas, 
but they need your help in gaining 
more ideas and implementing the ones 
that we have!  Please consider offering 
some of your time to this Chapter and 
its members. 
 
    You may have noticed the post card 
in your October Military Officer 
Magazine for National members of 
MOAA who are not members of a lo-
cal Chapter to mail into National if 
they are interested in joining the local 
Chapter.  Please encourage your 
friends, neighbors or acquaintances 
who might have received this to send it 
in.  It will provide the Chapters with 
feedback on National members who 

Exec VP’s Corner 

may not have known about us and who 
we can recruit to join the Chapter. 
 
    Speaking of recruitment, the Alamo 
Chapter has reached a milestone.  It is 
the 2nd place Chapter in chapters of its 
size (800+) in the nation and in the 
State of Texas in so far as recruiting 
Give Me Ten membership for the 
Quarter. 
 
     (We have to brag, as Texans, and 
recognize that the El Paso Chapter is 
#1 in the region!)  LTC Randy Hoff 
has been instrumental in getting this 
done during our participation in the 
Extravaganza events at Ft. Sam Hous-
ton, recruiting 109 new members.  We 
are now looking at expanding these 
activities to Lackland and Randolph 
and here is where we are going to need 
some help.  Please let us know if you 
are interested in helping Randy in his 
recruiting efforts. 
 
    Thanks to all of our membership for 
your continued support and participa-
tion in the Chapter and its activities.  
Have a great month. 

Maj Jim Cunningham (Ret) 

    I want to point out some things rela-
tive to the Alamo Chapter website.  
First of all, we have an “ACE” web-
master in the form of Col. Bill Hud-
son.  He has done just an absolutely 
superb job of enhancing the Chapter 
website.  If you haven’t looked at it 
recently, please do!  We are continu-
ally looking at ways to make it better, 
so please let me know if you have any 
suggestions.  The website can be found 
on www.alamomoaa.org.  
 
    The website is also a way that we 
can get the Lariat out to our member-
ship faster.  It also saves us money for 
every member who opts to take the 
Lariat on-line.  We presently have the 
Lariat on the web in a flash program, 
which should be easy to use; however, 
some have had problems in making it 
work.  We have, therefore, also put the 
current and past Lariats at the lower 
half of the page in a .pdf format so that 
no one should have a problem in open-
ing, reading or printing the Lariat. 
 
    The staff is having a planning con-
ference in November to discuss strate-
gies for moving the Chapter forward in 
2009.  We have many challenges due 
to the diversity of our membership and 
while making plans for that, will need 
the help and support of our member-
ship from those different groups. 
 
    Our goal is to become relevant to all 
and provide activities and programs to 
fit the needs of those divergent groups.  
We very much need the help of our 
active duty members to lead us in 
meaningful ways that will meet those 
member’s needs.  Our Texas Guard 
members are another group that we 
need representation from because they 
have a different set of needs as 
“citizen” soldiers.  Reservists are spe-
cial and unique as well since they are 
“citizen” soldiers, too, but they may 
very well be from all parts of the coun-
try and not just the San Antonio area.   

BAMC Flu Shot  Availability 
  

 
November: BAMC Medical Mall - For Ages 18 and Above 

1000-1400 hrs on November 17th 
0900-1300 hrs on November 18th 

 
November: Ft. SAM ROAD RUNNER - For Ages 5 and Above: 

0730-1630 hrs on November 4th 
  

December: Ft SAM ROAD RUNNER - For Ages 5 and Above: 
0715-1630 hrs on December 9th-10th 

  
December: Ft. SAM Houston AMEDD Center and School 

Retiree Appreciation Day on December 6th 
 

 For More Information Call (210) 916-7358 
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Various attendees 
at the recent 

 Oktoberfest picnic 

at Eberle Park 
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            Solitaires 

6,7, 63 or 65 licensing.  You should 
check to make sure that they have 
these!  This does not ensure that 
your money won't be lost, but at 
least your planner has educational 
training in financial planning.    

Today some people are afraid 
to invest in anything.  The sug-
gested solution has been: 

(1)  Take your money out of 
investments and banks and hide it 
under your mattress or bury it in 
your back yard. (This is not recom-
mended!) 

(2)  Do nothing and wait until 
the market corrects itself.  The mar-
ket has a history of change every 
seven or so years and it will come 
back.  Of course, the younger gen-
eration can afford to wait.  You 
may not have more than 10 years. 

(3)  Now is the time to buy.  
There are some good bargains out 
there. Diversify.  Don't put all of 
your nest eggs in one basket. 

Realistically, what can you do 
to insure that you get the best plan-
ner for your needs?  Try the follow-
ing: 
(a) Get names of at least three plan-
ners. 
(b) Ask your friends for their rec-
ommendations 
(c)  Screen for credentials  Ask 
what licenses they have and if you 
are not clear as to what they allow 
them To do, ask them to explain. 
(d)  Understand how the planner is 
paid.  A good financial planner 
should tell you this upfront.  If they 
don’t Ask them! 

(e) Do a background check? Call 
the Texas Insurance Commis-
sion or go on-line to see if they 
have had any complaints. 
Ask tough questions. And listen to 
their answers. 
(g)  Listen to their questions.   
Check out your stockbroker or fi-
nancial planner by calling (888) 

 

 

     The financial system is sliding into 
full cardiac arrest and we are all trying 
to find ways to keep our dwindling 
nest egg from shrinking so much that 
there won't be enough to carry us 
through retirement and to that roll call 
up yonder. 
      Judy Saenz, assistant director in 
San Antonio for the State Securities 
Board gave a most illuminating talk to 
the Solitaires on securities and the pit-
falls awaiting the less wary seniors, 
and I wanted to pass on some thoughts 
about investing.   
     Daily we are bombarded with calls 
from financial planners.  They have a 
wide variety of credential initials be-
hind their names.  Anyone can declare 
himself a financial planner.  His cre-
dentials may have been earned at a 
free luncheon on financial planning. 
 He or she may list themselves as FP, 
CFP, ChFC, etc.  Their services may 
be "fee only", commission, or combi-
nation of the two.   
     Some unscrupulous “planners” will 
simply try and win your trust so that 
they may “churn” your assets and 
make commission on them.  This is 
not to say that there are no ethical fi-
nancial planners out there, but before 
you deal with one exclusively you 
should do some homework.  Check 
with the Texas Insurance Commission 
to see if there are any complaints 
against this individual 
(http://www.tdi.state.tx.us).  Another 
good source of education and informa-
tion about investing is the FINRA 
(formerly NASD) website, 
(http://www.finra.org/).  

All financial advisers and planners 
must be registered with their state in-
surance commission and with the Na-
tional Association of Securities Deal-
ers (NASD).  Dependant on what they 
wish to sell, they have different licens-
ing, but they will have either a Series 

799-6277. This is the Texas Department 
of Insurance. 
     What level of risk are you willing to 
take?  If you’re going to need the money 
within 10 years for ADL, college--seek 
Level 1 risk--low level.  Here you would 
find EE Bonds, fixed rate annuities, CD's, 
T-Bills, money market, FDIC insured 
accounts.  Your return may be low, but 
your principal will be safe.  Avoid 
the Level 4-High Risk category, unless 
you have enough money that you can af-
ford to lose it, or wait a long time for re-
turns.  The return is high but so is the 
risk.  These funds include aggressive mu-
tual funds, emerging market funds, gold 
and precious metals, futures and com-
modities.   
    Mutual funds can go from low to high 
risk and are a mixture of stocks, bonds 
and money market accounts.  They gener-
ally fare better in a volatile market than 
would just stock.  While it is true of any 
investment, you may lose on some mutual 
funds, while gaining on others.  This is 
why it is important that you research them 
yourself and have a good financial plan-
ner to assist you!   
To insure that you survive the financial 
roller coaster that we are experiencing 
now, we would recommend: 
(1)  Start a budget, if you don’t already 
have one. And stick to it! 
(2) Cut back on non-essential spending 
(3) Save something every month, no mat-
ter how small the amount.  Most financial 
advisors will tell you that you should save 
at least enough money to survive at least 
six months.  A good place for this money 
would be in a money market account so 
that you can readily get to it if you need 
to. 
(4) Do your research, as outlined above 
before listening to any financial advisor. 
(5) Credit cards--charge only what you 
can afford to pay each month. 
(6) If you can't afford it, don't buy it.  
 
    For the 26 October brunch at 
Randolph, the guest speaker will be 
(Continued on Page 15) 
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The Board of Directors recently approved revisions to the Chapter Bylaws based on recommendations from the staff.  
The current Bylaws required revision because of recent approval of the new “sub-chapter” or “satellite” at the Air Force 
Villages. The Board also used this as an opportunity to clean-up other minor areas of the current Bylaws needing atten-
tion.   
 
These new Bylaws will be presented for approval to the membership at the Nov 20, 2008 membership luncheon 

meeting.  The full and detailed version of the proposed revised bylaws can be read on www.alamomoaa.org.  

 
The following is an executive summary of the revisions.  Please note the rationale for each change is highlighted by the 
statements within the [  ].   
 

ARTICLE I – ORGANIZATION:    
Identifies the Chapter as a 501(c)(4) organization.   
[Rationale: This is the proper Internal Revenue Code designation for a corporation organized exclusively for charitable 

and educational purposes like Alamo Chapter]. 

Authorizes forming sub-chapters or satellites. 
[Rationale: This is in accordance with national MOAA policy and allows members to get together as an informal group 

who because of travel distance and geographic location are unable to fully participate in Chapter activities]. 
 
ARTICLE V – EXECUTIVE STAFF:   
Further defines the operational, day-to-day role of the executive staff.  
[Rationale: Serves to help better explain the differing roles of the staff and the Board]. 

 

ARTICLE VI – BOARD OF DIRECTORS:   

Clearly defines the categories of directors and other members serving on the Board of Directors.  
[Rationale: Cleans-up existing verbiage to make it easier to determine who serves in what capacity/category]. 

Mandates that all members of the Board of Directors shall be members in good standing of the Chapter. 
[Rationale:  Puts in writing a practice of good governance which has previously been a verbal policy]. 

Addresses the Board’s role of fiduciary oversight. 
[Rationale: Serves to help better explain the differing roles of the staff and the Board]. 

Highlights that Chapter elected officers serve on the Board in an ex-officio, without vote capacity. 
[Rationale:  Puts in writing a practice of good governance which has previously been a verbal policy]. 

 

ARTICLE VII – ELECTED OFFICERS & APPOINTED STAFF: 

Allows for Auxiliary members to vote for all elected officers, including the President. 
[Rationale: As currently exists, this Article conflicts with Article IV by stating that Auxiliary members can vote for all 

elected officers but not the President.   Article IV allows Auxiliary members full voting privileges -- which has been the 

practice. This revision cleans-up these conflicting Articles and continues the practice of Auxiliary members having full 

voting privileges for all elected officers to include    
the President]. 

 

ARTICLE X – DUES:   

Allows for variations in the membership dues for new members and former members.  
[Rationale: Cleans-up existing language. Provides more flexibility to support contemporary recruitment and retention 
efforts – especially for active duty]. 

 

ARTICLE XI – CHAPTER FUNDS:  
Identifies the Chapter as a 501(c)(4) organization.   
[Rationale: This is the proper Internal Revenue Code designation for a corporation organized exclusively for charitable 

and educational purposes]. 

 

Prepared by:  David Patrick, Secretary, Board of Directors, Alamo Chapter, 10/06/08. 

Proposed Revisions to the Chapter ByLaws 
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Receiving The Lariat 

Online? 

 
    If you would prefer to read your 
Lariat on-line rather than receive a 
printed copy, send us an email with the 
subject line as OLLO and we’ll gladly 
remove you from the printed version 

mailing list. 

    We will notify you by email when 

the new issue is available for viewing. 

 

• Save paper, 

• Save postage,  

• Read it sooner  

• AND with color!! 

Mailing Packages 

    As the holidays approach and many 
will be sending packages to U.S. mili-
tary service members serving abroad, 
the following information is offered: 
The U.S. Postal Service has begun of-
fering a new flat-rate box that is 50% 
larger and delivered for $10.95 to an 
APO/FPO address. 
    The new Priority Mail Large Flat-
Rate Box (12" x 12" x 5 1/2" or 800 
cubic inches) is available in Post Of-
fices nationwide. Customers can order 
them at www.usps.com/supplies or by 
calling 1-800-610-8734. Some of 
the boxes are co-branded with the logo 
of America Supports You, which is a 
Department of Defense program that 
connects citizens offering support to 
the military and their families. 
Source: U.S.Postal Service, www.usps.gov, Depart-
ment of Defense, www.dod.gov. 

**** 

Teach The Children Well 
    Consider making the upcoming 
General Election Day in November an 
opportunity to have a mini-civics les-
son with the young people in your 
family. Use the event to discuss candi-
dates, issues and the mechanics of the 
voting process, including registering to 
vote.  
     “Young voting generally turns into 
lifelong voting. Once people start vot-
ing, they don’t stop,” states Peter Le-
vine, Director of the Center for Infor-
mation and Research on Civic Learn-
ing and Engagement. “Another impor-
tant factor in whether young people 
vote in their first or second eligible 
election is whether their parents vote,” 
says Eric Plutzer, a Pennsylvania State 
University political science professor.   
    Realizing that not every citizen is 
politically active, this may provide you 
with a wonderful way to demonstrate a 
uniquely American experience. Why 
not make plans to take your child, 
grandchild, a young neighbor or  

(Continued on Page 14) 

    Last month I talked about going up 
to Michigan and meeting some in-
credible people aligned with the Honor 
Flights.  These flights, paid for by pri-
vate citizens and corporate donors, 
have flown many hundreds of WWII 
veterans to Washington for the day to 
see the WWII Veterans Memorial.   
 
     No matter where we travel, and our 
chapter members know this is true, 
you run into people that have served in 
the military, officers and enlisted both, 
who have stories to tell.  Networking 
is alive and well these days.  I’m al-
ways amazed when I go to Texas 
Council Chapter meetings of new 
ways and ideas to get membership, 
keep the membership, and sweep the 
high schools and colleges in the coun-
try to get the MOAA medal presented 
to high school JROTC program cadets.  
The stories are heartwarming, and I’m 
thrilled to be a part of it. 
 
    But back to my unconventional 
story from the Lansing MI chapter 
president of MOAA.  On top of the 
stories exchanged about the Honor 
Flights, up comes this tidbit.  Lansing 
should be asshamed (and yes, I do 
know how to spell).  The Lansing pub-
lic school system voted unanimously 
not to allow any JROTC programs in 
their schools.  And there are about 10-
15 high schools in the area.  Some pri-
vate, but mostly public. 
 
    Seems the parents are up in arms 
about their children even “thinking” 
about the military, especially since 
there is a war going on in the Middle 
East.  They also don’t like recruiters 
getting anywhere near the school cam-
puses.  If a kid wants to go into the 
military, they, alone, have to fight 
Mom and Dad to enlist or try for an 
ROTC scholarship to college.  The 
worst thing I heard about the so-called 
Lansing do-gooders was that a man or 
woman in a military uniform shopping 
in one of three malls in the town, are 

Health, Benefits & 
Welfare asked to leave!  There is so much po-

litical nonsense going on in that 
neighborhood of Michigan that being a 
veteran makes you unwelcome in 
many public places.  How’s that for 
paranoia! 
 
    My, my, what we learn by network-
ing!  It’s like day and night in some 
places.  I sure am glad I live in a state 
and belong to such an honorable asso-
ciation like MOAA that glorifies and 
supports our young men and women 
all the way from 9th grade JROTC to 
the graduate level of college ROTC 
and during hard times in foreign lands.  
Many families have sacrificed so-o 
much to give to the cause of freedom 
to this country.  I’m just flabbergasted 
something like the above even hap-
pens.  I’m glad and proud to be a 
Texan and a member of MOAA!  
Amen. 
 

LCDR Gil Rodriguez  

 The Rest of the Story 
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Volunteers Needed! 

 
Can you spare some time?  MOAA-AC needs you!  Please 
help us make this the best chapter ever.  Currently we need 

the following: 

Chaplain 
Legal Counsel 
Program Chair 
Assistant Program Chair 
Historian 
Transportation Coordinator 
Gardener(s) for Red Cross Bldg 
Active Duty Liaison Officers 
Duty Officers 
 

Please call Dale Vande Hey at the MOAA-AC office (210) 
228-9955. 

Chapter Events Calendar 

DECEMBER 

1 Volunteer Hours Due 

2 Decorate VA Hospital 9am 

4 Christmas Dinner Dance & Chapter 50th Anniversary 

Randolph O Club 

6 Ft Sam Houston Retiree Appreciation Day Blesse 

Auditorium 

7 Pearl Harbor Day 

8 Lariat Article deadline 

18 Lariat to Printer 

Note: Events bolded are for the general membership and 
italicized are for staff, though members are always welcome. 

Please call the office for details (210) 228-9955 

NOVEMBER 

1 Randolph Retiree Appreciation Day Hanger 4 

3 Volunteer Hours Due 

4 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Sam Houston Club   

 4 Health Care Advisory Council Mtg 11:30am Ft Sam 

 4 Election Day 

 6 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

11 Veterans’ Day 

14 Annual Planning Meeting 1pm-4pm 

17  Lariat Article deadline 

18  MOAA National Annual Meeting Washington 

DC 

20 Annual Business Meeting/Luncheon 11am Sam 

Houston Club 

24 Lariat to Printer 

26  Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam New-

comers Welcome) 
Ongoing:  

1) Cookie Angels delivering items to Warrior & Family Support Cen-

ter  

2) Volunteers meet every Monday at MOAA offices at 9am for the 

“Gathering of the Gardeners”  

 

JANUARY 

1 Volunteer Hours Due 

2 VA Hospital Decoration Removal 

8 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

14 MOAA-AC Board Meeting 11am Randolph O 

Club 

15 Lariat Article deadline 

22 Membership Luncheon/Personal Affairs Sym-

posium 

22 Lariat to Printer 
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Benefits of Membership 
 

• Our monthly newsletter, the 
Lariat which includes a calendar of 
events, is sent to each member, and 
includes both MOAA and Alamo 
Chapter news. Stay informed! 
 

• Monthly luncheons, which 
rotate between the Randolph, Fort 
Sam Houston, and Lackland 
service clubs, feature informative 
speakers and are also open to 
guests. 
 

• Benefit information of all 
kinds is provided through the 
Alamo Chapter. We have an 
experienced Vice President of 
Personal Affairs who can give 
quick answers to your and family 
members’ questions, or who can 
research the more complex issues. 
 

• The opportunity to enjoy the 
camaraderie of meeting fellow 
chapter members and their guests. 
We also plan for various social 
events, open to families and guests. 
In addition, our chapter features a 
singles group called the Solitaires, 
some of who are surviving spouses. 
The Solitaires have a busy social 
calendar. 
 

• Automatic enrollment in 
MOAA national for one year, 
which includes the MOAA 
magazine, the Military Officer. 
 

• Make your voice heard on 
proposed state and national military 
legislation which may affect you 
and your family. Both the Alamo 
Chapter and MOAA national 
welcome your views! 
 

• Enjoy many benefits, 
discounts, and services, to include 
career planning. The Alamo 
Chapter also provides college 
scholarships to those who qualify. 
MOAA Travel helps you plan that 
great getaway, and is available for 
members. 

Referred by: _____________________________________________________ 
 

 The Give Me 10! Campaign offers some new options for membership. Two options (the second with a sub 
option) for joining are available: 
 
 1.  You can join the local MOAA chapter (the Alamo Chapter) for one year membership for the price of 
$25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse) and receive one year free membership in MOAA National (if not 
already a member). Please fill out the local chapter membership application form. Please make out a check for 
$25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary member) payable to MOAA-AC and mail the form and check to our local chapter 

office. 
 
 2.  You can join MOAA National receiving two years membership for the normal price of one year - $25.00 
($24.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse). Please fill out the local chapter membership application form. Please make 

out a check for $25.00 ($24.00) (or Life Member dues) payable to MOAA and mail the form and check to our 
local chapter office. We will then initiate an additional separate national form for you and forward it and your 

MOAA National check to the national headquarters. 
 
 2.a.  Then if you choose, you can additionally join the local MOAA chapter (the Alamo Chapter) for one 

year membership for the price of $25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse). Please make out a separate check 
for $25.00 ($15.00) payable to MOAA-AC and include it with the form and check described in paragraph 2 
above. 
 

Membership Application 
(Annual Membership – renews January 1st)  

Are you a member of MOAA National? __________ 
 

              Military Officers Association of America 

        Alamo Chapter 
 
Circle Status:  Commissioned & Warrant Officers of all services - Active, Reserves, 

former, or Retired, National Guard, NOAA, PHS, Surviving Spouse. 
 
Name_________________________________________________________________ 
          (Print)   Last                           First                      MI        Spouse 
______________________________________________________________________ 
    Residence Address             City                   State                      Zip 
________________________________________________________________ 

          Rank/Grade                        Service                             Date of Birth 
 
Home phone_______________________Business phone________________________ 
Civilian/Military Occupation______________________________________________ 
Firm/Unit____________________________ E-mail*___________________________ 
 
* May we have your permission to publish this information in the Chapter Membership 
Directory? ________ 
(*This directory and your e-mail address are exclusively for the use of the chapter and 
will not be sold or used for any other purpose than chapter communications and/or board 
approved activity.) 
 
Would you like to access our monthly newsletter (The Lariat) at our website versus 
having it mailed to you? _______ 
 

Would you be interested in being active in chapter volunteer activity? _______ 
In what area(s) would you like to assist (e.g., member recruiting, personal affairs, 
JROTC awards, public relations, programs & events, phone calling, other or wherever 
the need is greatest)?___________________________________________________. 

 
   ________________________________________     ____________________ 
                              Signature                                                        Date 
 

CHARITABLE OUTREACH PROGRAM  
Please accept my tax-deductible donation of: $____________ to (check one)                    
* Outreach Fund _______   As designated by the Alamo Chapter ________ 

* a fund for a yearly college scholarship and other charitable programs and services. 

Send To: 

MOAA-AC, P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, Tx 78208-0037 
 
For questions please call (210) 228-9955 or e-mail: moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net 
Also visit our chapter’s website at www.alamomoaa.org 
 

 Please feel free to copy and provide this form 
  to prospective members. 3-17-08 
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Turkey Trot/Great American 

Smoke out Run/Walk 5K 

Before you gobble your turkey, trot 
your way to a healthy holiday season 
and support “The Great American 
Smoke Out” by running/walking a 5K 
on November 17 at 11 a.m. at the 
Rambler Fitness Center. All partici-
pants will be entered in a drawing to 
win a turkey for their holiday feast.  
 

Texas Renaissance Festival 

The Texas Renaissance Festival is one 
of the nation’s largest, most acclaimed 
renaissance theme events where the 
sights, sounds and tastes of the 16th 
century come alive. The Festival runs 
for weekends thru November 30. 
Stop by Information, Tickets & Travel 
for more information and discount 

tickets.  

Santa Suit Rental 

Ho, Ho, Ho! It’s that time of year 
again! Want to be the life of your holi-
day party?  Reserve your Santa Claus 
suit now for your special holiday party 
whether it is a unit function or 
neighborhood gathering. Information, 
Tickets & Travel (ITT) has complete 
suits available for $25 a day. Reserva-
tions must be made in person at ITT, 
Bldg. 897. 
  

Bowling Center - Veterans’ Day 

Come out to the Randolph Bowling 
Center to celebrate Veterans Day on 
Nov 11. You can bowl for $1.75 per 
game, per person on from 1–4 p.m. 
Shoe rental is also only $1.50.   

    Here we are in early November and 
the year 2008 is soon to be history.  
The will come the year 2009.  I con-
tinue to be amazed on how fast the 
years go by. 
 
    But upon reflection, I would like to 
make a suggestion.  I’m sure that 
many of you are doing some advanced 
planning for your income tax filing for 
the year 2008.  I write this article with 
one point in mind.  Your chapter, as 
you know, sponsors a couple of schol-
arships to deserving students in our 
chapter area.  The funding for these 
scholarships comes from the chapter 
Outreach Fund.  Donations to that fund 
are deductible as a charitable expense.   
 
    Along those lines, and consistent 
with your year end planning, if you 
feel so inclined the chapter would 
gratefully receive donations to the 
Outreach Fund. 
 
    Please know that we are actively in 
pursuit of expanding our scholarship 
program to include a scholarship to a 
deserving JROTC student in our area.  
 
     As you know, and thanks to Gil 
Rodriguez one of our great leaders, we 
support nearly 60 JROTC chapters in 
the central and south Texas area.   
 
    Also, we are working on a new 
scholarship program to make an award 
to a high school student who is directly 
related to chapter member (child or 
grandchild). 
 
    All of that said we do need contribu-
tions to continue to fund our scholar-
ship program as it is being enhanced. 
 
    Thank you for your continuing do-
nations. 
 

LtCol Ed Marvin (Ret) 

Another Year Goes By 

    Pete Van de Putte was born and raised 
in San Antonio, Texas.  He earned a 
B.A. in Music Education from St. 
Mary’s University in 1972, and spent the 
early years of his career as a music 
teacher and band director. 
    During his teaching years, Pete served 
as chairman of the Battle of Flowers 
Association Band Directors Advisory 
Committee.  He also produced the an-
nual Battle of Flowers Band Festival for 
two years. 
    Pete is president and CEO of Dixie 
Flag Manufacturing Company.  Pete has 
also been active in the promotion of 
business in San Antonio.  He served for 
two years on the Steering Committee of 
the Small Business Council of the 
Greater San Antonio Chamber of Com-
merce, and as a member of the Board of 
Directors of the San Antonio Manufac-
turers Association since 1983.  Pete was 
elected President of the San Antonio 
Manufacturers Association in 1987, and 
served in that capacity for three years. 
    Pete is also past Chair of the Board of 
Directors of the San Antonio Local De-
velopment Company, past President of 
the National Independent Flag Dealers 
Association, and was an appointed dele-
gate of the Third White House Confer-
ence on Small Business. 
    The U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion’s San Antonio district office se-
lected Pete as the 1995 Small Business 
Person of the Year.  Pete has served as a 
member of the Board of Directors of the 
National Federation of Independent 
Business since 1997. 
    Also in 1997, Pete was honored by the 
Greater San Antonio Chamber of Com-
merce as the Small Business winner in 
the 40-100 employee category.  In 1999, 
Pete was selected as the Outstanding 
Small Business Leader of the Year by 
the North San Antonio Chamber of 
Commerce.  Also received by Pete Van 
de Putte was the Hall of Honor, Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Texas 
Festivals Association.  

    Pete is married, and he and his wife, 
Leticia, have six children. 

Luncheon Speaker 

Bio Randolph Services 

 

 

 

 

Happy Thanksgiving to all our 

Alamo Chapter Members 
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Health, Benefits & Welfare 
(Continued from Page 9) 

family friend to the polls? They may 
not be able to actually vote on the 
touch-screen but they will get a taste 
of the task and may be more encour-
aged to vote in the future. 
Source: USNews&World Report. 

**** 
Seeking Vietnam Nurses 

Natasha Moulton, a doctoral candidate 
at McMaster University, Ontario, Can-
ada, is seeking nurse veterans of the 
Vietnam War to participate in a his-
torical study. Involvement includes a 
1-2 hour interview about wartime and 
postwar experiences with a focus on 
the nurse's experience as a woman in 
the military. You can contact Natasha 
at moultonl@mcmaster.ca or (519) 
622-2759 or by writing Natasha Moul-
ton, 640 Langlaw Drive, Cambridge, 
ON, Canada N1P1H4. 

Source: Army Nurse Corp Association (ANCA), 

**** 
Special Pension 

    The Department of Veteran Affairs 
administers a special pension for cer-

tain qualifying vets or their spouses to 
help with assistance in your home. 
    The veteran must have served at 
least 90 days of active duty, with one 
day during a period of war. If you 
qualify, there is no cost to you. Kathe-
rine Kennedy, at Veterans Home Care 
can help determine if you qualify and 
explain all the services they can pro-
vide. If you want information about 
this program, please call Katherine at 
(817) 877-1616 or toll free (877) 390-

6377. 

Source: Veterans Home Care of Texas 

**** 

Revised Purple Heart Eligibility 

    The Department of Defense an-
nounced today it has expanded the 
Purple Heart eligibility criteria allow-
ing prisoners-of-war who died in cap-
tivity to receive the award.  
    The revised department policy pre-
sumes, for service members who die in 
captivity as a qualifying prisoner-of-
war, that their death was the "result of 
enemy action," or the result of wounds 
incurred “in action with the enemy” 

 

during capture, or as a result of 
wounds incurred as a “result of enemy 
action” during capture, unless compel-
ling evidence is presented to the con-
trary.  
    The revised policy allows retroac-
tive award of the Purple Heart to quali-
fying prisoners-of-war since Dec. 7, 
1941. Posthumous award will be made 
to the deceased service member’s rep-
resentative, as designated by the secre-
tary of the military department con-
cerned, upon application to that mili-
tary department.  
    Each military department will pub-
lish application procedures and ensure 
they are accessible by the general pub-
lic. Family members with questions 
may contact the services: 
 Army: Military Awards Branch, (703) 
325-8700; Navy: Navy Personnel 
Command, Retired Records Section, 
(314) 592-1150; Air Force: Air Force 
Personnel Center, (800) 616-3775; 
Marine Corps: Military Awards 
Branch, (703) 784-9340. 
 
 

**** 
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VOLUNTEER STAFF: 

PRESIDENT  LtCol Edward L. Marvin 
  elmarv@swbell.net 
EXEC VP Operations MAJ James R. Cunningham 
  jimbob48@sbcglobal.net 
EXEC VP Admin       LCDR Gilberto Rodriguez 
  gilfly@earthlink.net 
VP PROGRAMS   Col Mac McDonald 
  mchlmac39@aol.com 
VP MEMBERSHIP   LTC Randy Hoff 
  randyhoff106@hotmail.com 
SECRETARY   Col David Patrick 
  dpatrick1@satx.rr.com 
TREASURER   LTC Dan Cummings 
  danjean@gvtc.com 
DEPUTY TREASURER  Col Vaughn Caudill 
VP PERSONAL AFFAIRS  Col Stuart Myers 
                                   LtCol Craig Erickson 
VP LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS  MAJ Frank Parks 
DEP LEG AFFAIRS  LtCol Ed LeFebvre 
VP PUBLIC RELATIONS  Rhoda Philby 
DATABASE MGR    Col Barry Long 
VP LOGISTICS LTC Randy Hoff   
LEGAL COUNSEL   (Open) 
SOLITAIRES             Cpt Laura Ecuyer/Betty Berry 
CONSULTANT Maj Len Mull 
EDITOR   Col Kerry Green 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR  LtCol Gene Culp 
CHAPLAIN   Open 
PX/VAV/VAC Rep Susie Tolman 
TOPS OFFICER Col David Patrick 
WEB MASTER Col Bill Hudson 
ASST WEBMASTER MAJ Mike Walker 
VOLUNTEER COORD.  Col Dale Vande Hey 
ADVERTISING COORD.  LtCol David Walker 
AFV SATELLITE COORD LtCol Ginny Alloway 
DUTY OFFICERS:  Col Irene Collier 
   LTC Ken Vandergrift 
   CPT Walter Grinfield 
   Floaters: CWO Barry Martin 

                   LtCol Jim Webb 

DIRECTORS:  

BG Robert Herring  LTC Jim Finch  
Col Luke Fisher LTC John Gibbs 
Col George Gagnon LTC Sumner Hudson 
Col Ed McCarthy 2Lt Naomi Evangelista 
Col Frank Rohrbough Mrs. Susie Tolman  
LTC Harry Carpenter  
  

DIRECTORS EMERITUS    HONORARY DIRECTORS 

BG George Woodard          Gen Ralph Haines 
Col George Weinbrenner          Gen William McBride 

 

Statement of Publication 
The Lariat is the newsletter of the Military Officers Associa-
tion of America—Alamo Chapter.  It is published once each 
month to inform the membership of issues and activities of 
interest to all. 
MOAA-AC is a non-profit organization within the state of 
Texas organized to represent the membership and to support 

the activities of  the Texas Council of Chapters and  MOAA 
National. 
Advertising contained in the newsletter is not endorsed by 
the Chapter and does not represent any recommendation to 
the membership.  Opinions expressed in articles contained 
herein are not necessarily those of the membership as a 
whole or  the Chapter.  Questions should be directed to the 
Editor, at the Chapter office.   

 MOAA-AC  P.O. Box 8037 San Antonio, TX 78208 

   (210) 228-9955     moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net 

Alamo Chapter 

Solitaires 
(Continued from Page 7) 

Don Stutsman, from the Alamo Wood 
Carvers Association.  The last meeting 
of the year, at Randolph on 4 Nov-
ember, will have the topic of Recy-
cling with Ms Elvia.  
    Please being a Christmas tree orna-
ment to the next meeting, they are to 
be used in decorating the Audie Mur-
phy Hospital on 2 December. 
    We need a volunteer to be our next 
Solitaires President.  Laura Ecuyer and 
Betty Berry are going to step down as 
co-presidents at the end of the year.  
Who will step up and lead this dy-
namic organization in 2009? 
  
Happy Thanksgiving Day from the 
Solitaires 
 

    Col Irene Collier (Ret) 
 

 

   — If you are a single man or lady 

and like to eat, chat, make new friends, 

experience or provide sometimes brief 

impromptu or scheduled interesting 

demonstrations, talks, or discussions, 

whether you are: visiting the area; 

active duty or retired; widowed or di-

vorced; the SOLITAIRES is the group 

for you. 

   — This is a wonderful opportunity to 

enjoy camaraderie with other single 

men and ladies whose backgrounds 

and experiences are or have been with 

the military. 

Letters to the Editor 
(Continued From Page 2) 

unmarried surviving spouse is eligible 
to register one vehicle.  

 
    Additional information is available 
at www.dot.state.tx.us or from the 
Texas Department of Transportation, 
Vehicle Titles and Registration Divi-
sion (SPB), Austin, Texas 78779-000l. 
Telephone number (512) 374-5010. 
Although it was stated that the plates 
"are mailed to and must be picked up 
at the county tax office", in my case 
they were mailed directly to my home. 
It was an efficient and trouble-free 
experience. I hope that in the future we 
will see an increasing number of these 
"Military Meritorious Service License 
Plates" throughout the Alamo Chap-
ter's area of operation and, indeed, 
within the state of Texas.  
 

Colonel Angelo de Guttadauro 

U.S. Army (Retired)  

 

   Christmas 

  Decorations 

      Needed 
 

 
    Each year, the Alamo Chapter 
decorates the Audie Murphy hospi-
tal hospice wards.  If you have any 
extra Christmas decorations you are 
able to donate to this worthy pro-
ject, please either bring them to the 
November luncheon, the December 
Christmas Party or contact the 
chapter office.  
 
    The scheduled decoration day is 
December 2nd for those that would 
like to help.  Meet at the VA Hospi-
tal Hospice Ward at 9am. 
 
    Call (210) 228-9955 for more de-
tails.   

 

 

 

 

Before looking in the yellow 
pages check the Lariat ad 

sponsors. 

 It is through their support that 
The Lariat can be produced. 
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ALAMO CHAPTER 

MISSION STATEMENT 
TO BE A MAJOR SOURCE OF INFORMATION, 

SUPPORT AND SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT FOR THE 

MEMBERSHIP; 

 TO PROVIDE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES FOR 

THE COMMON GOOD OF OUR MILITARY 

COMMUNITY; AND TO BE A POWERFUL VOICE 

SUPPORTING MOAA AT THE LOCAL, STATE AND 

NATIONAL LEVELS.  

WE ’RE  ON  THE  WEB :  

WWW .ALAMOMOAA .ORG  

Postmaster — please deliver by November 1st 

Time Sensitive Material 

Thursday November 20, 2008 

Chapter Luncheon 

& Annual Business Meeting 

 
Speaker: Pete Van De Putte 

History of the American Flag 
 

Sam Houston Club 
Social Period beginning 11:00am 

Lunch served approx 11:45am 

               Menu (Circle Choice) 
A) Pork Loin & mushroom sauce   B) Chicken Picatta & wine sauce 

Scalloped potatoes, Green beans 

Spring mix salad with Ranch and Italian dressing 

Dinner rolls with butter 

Apple Cobbler 

Water, Coffee & Tea service plus $3.50 mini bottle honor wine bar 

$16.00 per person   Enclosed: $___________ 
 

RSVP By noon Monday, November 17th  
Reservations not cancelled by noon Tuesday 18th will be billed 

Name_______________________________________ 

Guest:______________________________________ 
Non member Officers welcome with reservations 

 Send reservation slip with money to 
 MOAA-AC at P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, TX 78208 or 

RSVP by email moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net or phone (210) 228-9955. 

   Thursday December 4, 2008 

Annual Christmas Party 

& 50th Anniversary 

Celebration 
Randolph AFB O’Club 

Music by Tim Perry  
Dress: semi-formal (or formal - your choice) 

Cocktails beginning at 6:30 pm 

Evening Meal and Festivities at 7:00 pm 

                   Menu (Circle Choice) 

A) Roast Turkey                            B) Baked Ham 

Roasted Potatoes, Long Green beans, Yams,  

           Fresh baked rolls with butter 

Pecan Pie 

Iced Tea & Coffee 

$25.00 per person (or $20 with 5 or more guests) 

Enclosed: $________ 

 

Paid Reservations only, please submit by Fri Nov 28th 

 

 Name___________________________________________ 

 

Guest(s):_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________________  

 

Send Reservation with check made payable to 

 MOAA-AC to P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, TX 78208 


